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DIRECT  COMMUNICATION  WITH  TRADERS. 


The  DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS  TRADE  (Develop- 
UtNT  AND  Intelligence)  is  a  centre  at  which  information  on 
all  subjecta  of  commercial  interest  ii  collected  and  clas-nfied 
in  a  form  convenient  for  reference,  and  at  which,  so  far  as 
the  interests  of  British  trade  permit,  replies  are  given  to 
enquiries  by  traders  on  commercial  matters.  As  far  as  is 
possible,  the  Department  supplies,  on  personal  or  written 
application,  information  with  regard  to  the  following 
subjects:  Foreign  and  Colonial  Contracts  open  to  Tender, 
and  other  openings  for  British  Trade;  Lists  of  manufac- 
tnrers  at  homo  and  lists  of  firms  abroad  engaged  in  par¬ 
ticular  lines  of  business  in  difiPerent  localities;  Foreign  and 
Culoni.!!  Tariff  and  Customs  Regulations;  Commercial 
Statistics;  Forms  of  Certificates  of  Origin;  Regulations  con¬ 
cerning  Commercial  Travellers,  Sources  of  Supply,  Prices, 
etc.,  of  Trade  Products;  Shipping  and  Transport,  etc. 

Samples  of  foreign  competitive  goods  and  commercial 
products  which  are  received  from  abroad  from  time  to  time 
are  exhibited  at  the  Offices  of  the  Department. 

Samples  of  goods  of  German  and  Austrian  manufacture 
which  were  sold  in  British  markets  abroad  and  in  certain 
foreign  markets  are  on  exhibition  in  the  Sample  Rooms  of 
the  Department. 

Arrangements  are  now  in  progress  for  the  BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES  FAIR,  1920,  and  a  Supplement  of  the  “Board 


of  Trade  Journal”  dated  8th  May,  1919,  gives  detailed 
instructions  to  exhibitors.  The  Office  dealing  with  Fair 
matters  is  at  4,  Queen  .Anne’s  Gate  Buildings,  AVeetminster, 
S.W.  1,  to  which  address  all  enquiries  should  be  made. 

In  order  that  British  manufacturers  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunit}  of  familiarising  themselves  with  German  and  Austrian 
methods  of  advertising,  the  Beard  of  Trade  have  collected 
over  9,500  SPECIMEN  CATALOGUES  OF  GERMAN  AND 
AUSTRIAN  ORIGIN,  and  these  may  be  inspected  by  British 
manufacturers  at  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade 
(Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  2. 

A  new  index  has  been  prepared,  in  which  the  catalogues 
are  classified  both  as  regards  articles  of  manufacture  and 
names  of  manufacturers,  thus  rendering  identification  of  any 
particular  catalogue  a  simple  matter.  Copies  of  this  index 
may  be  obtained  by  United  -Kingdom  manufacturers  on 
application  to  the  Comptroller-General,  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basing¬ 
hall  Street,  London,  E.C.  2. 

All  communications  intended  for  the  Department  of  Over¬ 
seas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence)  .should  be 
addressed  to:  The  Comptroller-General,  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence),  4^ 
Queen  Anne’s  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.  1. 


OPENINGS  FOR  TRADE  AND  NAMES  OF  TRADERS  IN 

COUNTRIES  ABROAD. 


Confidential  Information. 


SPECIAL  REGISTER. 


The  Special  Register  affords  early  information  to  manu¬ 
facturers  and  traders  of  new  trade  openings  abroad  before 
they  become  public  property.  It  is  also  a  vehicle  for 
circulating  reports  on  foreign  competition,  and  any  other 
matters  likely  to  be  of  importance  and  interest  to  particular 
trades.  The  information,  which  is  private  and  confidential, 
is  supplied  to  the  Department  by  His  Majesty’s  Trade  Com¬ 
missioners  within  the  Empire,  and  by  His  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Representatives  in  foreign 
countries,  and  is  circulated  to  firms  on  the  Register  as 
quickly  as  possible  after  its  receipt. 

The  Register  is  open  to  any  approved  British  firm  on  the 
payment  of  a  fee  of  two  guineas  per  annum  (which  includes 
the  annual  subscription  to  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”). 
It  is  not  open  to  non-British  tniders. 

Information  is  supplied  solely  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
trade  in  Briti.sh-made  goods. 

Those  British  firms  who  desire  their  names  to  be  included 
in  the  Special  Register  should  communicate  with  The 
Comptroller  General,  Department  of  Overseas  Trade 
(Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London.  E.C.  2. 


FORM  K. 

Il.M.  Consular  Officers  have  received  instructions  to 
furnish  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development 
and  Intelligence)  with  commercial  information  respecting  all 
firms  in  their  respective  Consular  Districts  who  can  be 
recommended  as  possible  importers  of  goods  of  British  manu- 
t.ictnre.  This  information,  which  includes  the  commercial 


and  financial  status  of  the  firms  concerned,  their  local  and 
European  references,  goods  particularly  required,  terms  of 
trading  and  language  in  which  correspondence  should  be 
carried  on,  is  furnished  to  the  Department  on  a  prescribed 
form,  which  is  known  as  Form  K. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  fullest  possible  advantages  from 
the  “Form  K”  system  of  information,  a  wide  circulation  is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A  system  of  co-operation  between  the  Department  oi 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence)  and  British 
traders  is  therefore  necessary,  and  this  co-operation  is  being 
attained  as  follows:  — 


1.  The  Department  collects  and  edits  the  information. 

2.  The  Trade  Associations  distribute  the  information. 


That  is,  the  DopaTtment  issues  the  information  to— 

(a)  The  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

(b)  The  Federation  of  British  Industries. 

The  bodies  comprised  in  these  organisations  have  their 
various  component  trades  classified  as  shown  in  “Form  K,” 
and  lists  of  traders  are  therefore  only  circulated  to  those 
firms  which  come  under  that  classification,  thus  avoiding 
circulating  to  trades  which  are  not  interested. 

The  system  is  safeguarded  by  agreements  with  tbs 
distributing  organisations  against  the  issue  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  to  any  outside  firms.  All  firms  who  wish  to  receive  the 
information  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Department,  i* 
present  over  10,000  firms  have  joined,  and  any  other  finns 
who  wish  to  participate  should  apply  through  their  Chamber 
of  Commerce  or  the  Federation  of  British  Industries  (M. 
St.  .lames’s  Street,  London,  S.W.  1),  or  through  bodiei 
affiliated  to  the  latter. 
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THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE — continued. 

PAPER  IMPORTS. 


COAL. 

STOCKS  FOR  PRIVATE  CONSUMERS.  , 

The  lioai-d  of  Trade  announce  that  in  view  of  the  | 
altered  situation  the  recent  Order  restricting  deliveries  | 
of  coal  in  the  AIeti"opolitan  Area  to  2  cwt.  at  a  tiine  > 
has  been  cancelled.  Plivate  consumers  may  obtain 
coal  for  stocking  purposes  up  to  the  quantity  allowed 
by  the  Rationing  Order.  Coal  merchants  are  not  pre-  , 
vented  from  making  such  deliveries,  provided  they  have  j 
established  the  resen^e  stocks  required  for  ensuring  | 
supplies  to  small  consumers  during  the  winter  months  j 

THE  WEEKLY  OUTPUT. 


The  provisional  figures  of  the  output  of  coal  during 


the  week  ended  19th  J»dy  are  as  follows: 

: — 

District. 

Output. 

tons. 

Northumberland 

183,697 

Durham  ...  ...  . 

541,485 

Yorkshire 

404,129 

Lancashire,  Cheshire  and  North  Wales 

392.906 

Derby,  Nottingham  and  Leicester  ... 
Staffordshire,  Shropshire,  Wanvick  and 

551,580 

Worcester  ... 

347,919 

South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire 

798,456 

()ther  English  Districts  ... 

84,245 

Scotland  ...  •  ••• 

589,175 

Total 

3,893,652  1 

FRANCE  AND  ALGERIA. 

INCREASE  OF  CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

As  was  notified  at  page  120  of  last  week’s  issue  of  , 
the  “Journal,”  by  a  French  Presidential  Decree  of  the  | 
8th  July  the  Customs  duties  on  a  large  number  of  manu-  • 
factured  gocwls  on  importation  into  France  and  Algeria  ^ 
were  increased.  For  this  purjiose,  for  each  catc-gory  of 
gooils  specified  in  the  Tariff  a  “coefficient”  or  multiplier 
was  fixed  representing  the  relation  between  the  values  of  , 
the  goods  in  1913  and  in  1918  according  to  the  official 
valuations  laid  down  for  those  years  by  the  Pennanent 
Commission  on  Customs  Vidues.  The  present  rates 
of  duty  are,  therefore,  the  specific  rates  contained  in 
the  pre-war  Tariff  multiplied  by  the  “coefficient” 
(varying  from  PI  to  3)  attributed  to  the  class  of  article 
concerned. 

A  Paidiameutaiy  Return  entitled  “France  and  Al¬ 
geria:  Increase  of  Customs  Duties,”  which  has  recently 
been  published  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  contains  a  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Decree  preceded  by  a  translation  of  the 
Ministerial  Report,  explaining  its  nature  and  object, 
together  with  a  statement  showing  in  detail  the  French 
Tariff  rates  of  duty  on  the  aiticles  affected  by  the  in-  i 
creased  duties  and  the  “coefficient”  or  multiplier  es-  | 
tablished  in  each  case.  I 

Copies  of  the  Return  may  be  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
9d.  per  copy  (exclusive  of  postage),  either  directly  or 
through  any  bookseller,  from  the  Sale  Agents  specified  : 
on  the  cover  of  this  Journal.  In  ordering  copies,  the 
Reference  Number,  Cmd.  273,  should  be  quoted.  | 


IMPORT  RESTRICTIONS. 


POSITION  AFTER  SEPTEMBER  1st. 

Pending  the  announcement  By  H.M.  Government  ' 
of  the  import  policy  to  be  pursued  after  1st  September 
next,  and  in  case  of  any  uncertainty  as  regards  the 
placing  of  contracts  abroad  for  the  supply  of  articles  ; 
on  the  restricted  list,  importers  may  assume  that  their 
existing  rations  will  not  be  subject  to  any  diminution 
during  the  four  months  following  1st  September  next. 

Consirrnments  forming  part  of  current  rations  will  be 
admitted  notwithstanding  that  they  may  have  arrived 
after  that  date. 


IMPORT  LICENCES  FOR  PAPER. 

The  Paper  Import  Restrictions  Dei^ai-tmeut  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  before  gi-anting  a  hcence  for 
the  import  from  without  the  British  Empire  of  any 
class  of  paper  beyond  the  proportionate  licence  to  which 
puichascrs  uf  British  paper  ai-e  entitled  under  the 
Regulations,  they  require  to  consider  the  full  circum¬ 
stances  of  each  case,  including  the  possibility  of  using 
a  British  paper  as  a  substitute  for  a  particular  grade 
not  obtainable  within  the  Empire. 

This  warning  is  given  in  case  some  importers  should 
be  under  the  impression  that  free  licences  will  be  auto¬ 
matically  granted  for  certain  classes  of  paper  (e.g,, 
greaseproofs  of  particular  substances,  etc.).  This  is 
not  the  case,  and  to  avoid  being  unable  to  accept  de- 
liverj'  of  goods  which  they  have  ordered,  importers  will 
be  well  advised  if  they  ascertain  whether  the  goods  will 
be  allowed  into  the  countiy-  before  placing  an  order  for 
foreign  paper. 

Any  enquiries  must  be  accompanied  by  full  details 
of  the  order  which  it  is  desu'ed  to  place  abroad  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  necessai’y  to  order 
foreign  paper  instead  of  British. 


IMPORTATION  OF  CARDBOARD. 

Notice  is  also  given  by  the  Department  that  in  vie’v 
of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  sufficient  supplies  of  certain 
cardboards  within  the  British  Empire  they  are  prepared 
until  further  notice  to  grant  import  licences  to  the  extent 
of  250  per  cent,  of  British  purchases  for  cardboard  of  a 
minimum  substance  of  25  x  30  inches;  4  oz.  per  sheet. 
This  notice  does  not  apply  to  pulp  board  (other  than 
wood),  ivory  board  and  paste  board. 


THE  CARRIAGE  OF  GRAIN. 

The  Board  of  Trade  (Marine  Department)  has  issued 
the  following  Notice  to  Owners  and  Masters  of  home 
trade  ;md  coasting  vessels: — 

The  OAvners  and  Masters  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  home 
and  coasting  trades,  as  well  as  the  Stevedores  engaged  in 
loading  them  with  grain  cargoes,  are  informed  that  from 
time  to  time  rejmrts  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  grain  cargoes  having  shifted  in  such  vessels.  Id 
on<'  case  a  coasting  steamer  laden  with  a  cargo  of  wheat, 
(•hi''fly  in  bulk,  w  as,  ow  ing  to  the  shifting  of  cargo,  in  grave 
danger  of  foundering,  and  the  Master  was  prosecuted  and 
fined  because  necessary  and  reasonable  precautions  had  not 
been  taken  to  prevent  the  cargo  from  shifting. 

From  the  reports  it  appears  that  the  shifting  is  frequently 
attributable  to  one  or  more  of  the  following  causes:  — 

1.  Bulk  grain  not  properly  trimmed. 

Hatchways,  which  were  utilised  as  feeders  to  hold  spaces 

ce  ntaining  bulk  grain,  have  been  found  empty  and  the  surface 
of  the  bulk  grain  some  distance  below  the  deck,  indicating 
that  insufficient  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  trimming  of 
the  grain  into  the  wings  and  beam  spaces. 

2.  Bulk  grain  not  properly  secured. 

Compartments  -have  been  found  only  partly  filled  with 

bulk  grain,  the  only  attempt  at  securing  the  grain  being  in 
the  form  of  a  single  tier  of  bagged  grain  laid  upon  the  free 
surface  of  the  bulk  grain  without  any  platform  between  the 
bags  and  the  bulk.  In  some  cases  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  secure  bulk  grain  by  means  of  a  bulkhead  of  bagged  grain 
but  the  bulkhead  has -given  way  or  has  not  been  fitted  grain- 
tight  at  the  decks. 

3.  Bulk  grain  not  properly  or  sufficiently  fed. 

The  law  requires,  as  regards  vessels  laden  with  grain  ia 
the  trades  referred  to,  that  all  necessary  and  reasonable 
prc'cautions  must  be  taken  in  order  to  prevent  the  grain 
cargo  from  shifting;  and,  if  these  precautions  have  not  been 
taken,  the  Master  of  the  ship  and  any  agent  of  the  Owner, 
who  was  charged  with  the  loading  of  the  ship  or  the  sending 
of  her  to  sea,  shall  each  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  and  the  Ow  ner  of 
the  ship  shall  also  be  liable  to  the  same  fine  unless  he  shows 
that  he  took  all  rea.«onable  means  to  enforce  the  observance 
of  the  requirements  and  was  not  privy  to  the  breach  thereo. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  not  prepared  to  advise  as  to  tbf 
details  of  the  precautions  which  should  be  taken  in  the 
of  every  grain-laden  vessel  engaged  in  the  home  and  coasting 
trade,  as,  having  regard  to  the  widely  different  conditions 
as  to  weather  and  sea  which  prevail  on  different  parts  of  the 
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THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE — continued. 

coa.st,  the  length  of  the  voyage  and  construction  of  the  vessel, 
it  is  not  possible  to  draw  up  regulations  which  will  meet  all 
cases.  As  the  responsibility  for  taking  all  necessary  and 
reasv'uable  precautions,  in  order  to  prevent  a  grain  cargo 
from  shifting,  is  placed  by  law  on  the  Owners  as  well  as 
their  agents  and  on  the  Masters  of  the  vessels  referred  to,  u 
is  recommended  that  Owners  should  definitely  instruct  then 
Masters  and  Stcvetlores  to  see :  — 

1.  That  grain  eaigoes  laden  on  Ward  the  vessels  in  their 
charge  are  pro|)erlv  trimmed  and  secured,  and,  where 
necessary,  properly  and  suflicientlj'  fed. 

2.  That  any  bulkhead  formed  of  wood  or  bagged  grain 
which  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  erect  in  any  of  the  holds 
for  stH:uring  the  cargo  is  properly  and  strongly  constructed, 
and  well  shored  against  fore  and  aft  movement  when  the 
vessel  is  pitching  and  ’scending  in  a  seaway. 

3.  I'hat  all  other  necessary  and  reasonable  precautions  are 
taken  in  order  to  prevent  the  grain  cargo  from  shifting. 

MONTHLY  BULLETIN  t)F  STATISTICS. 

At  the  instance  of  the  British  Department  of  the 
Supreme  Economic  Council,  the  first  issue  of  a 
“Monthly  Bulletin  of  Statistics”  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Statistical  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
This  first  issue  contains  figures  received  up  to  5th  of 
•July,  1919. 

In  the  course  of  an  introduction  the  Secretariat  of 
the  British  Department  of  the  Supreme  Economic  Coun¬ 
cil  say  that  the  Bulletin  has  been  prepared  in  order  to 
bring  together  such  published  statistics  as  have  a  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  economic  conditions  prevailing  in  as  many 
of  the  leading  countries  of  the  world  as  possible  before, 
during  and  since  the  war  with  a  view  to  afford  some 
ijieasure  of  their  progress  towards  more  normal  con¬ 
ditions. 

Th<;  particulars  given  in  the  various  tables,  which  have 
been  gathered  from  a  variety  of  sources,  mainly — but  not 
entirely — official,  suffer  considerably  from  the  effect  of  the 
very  general  suppression,  or  delay  in  publication,  of  ofl&cial 
statistics  during  the  war.  With  the  signature  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  it  is  cxpe<  ted  that  these  difficulties  will  be  reduced 
or  removed  in  the  hear  future,  and  with  the  anticipated  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Statistical  Authorities  of  the  various 
countries  it  is  hoped  to  render  future  issues  more  complete 
and  perhaps  to  extend  them  in  certain  directions.  For  the 
present  it  is  hardly  possible  to  draw  any  definite  conclusions 
from  the  figures  given.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  so  far 
as  they  go  they  indicate  a  general  decline  in  production  and 
foreign  trade  from  November,  1918  (the  month  in  which  the 
.trmistice  was  concluded),  until  about  February-March  of  the 
present  year,  a  decline  due  no  doubt  to  the  suspension  of 
certain  phases  of  economic  activity  in  consequence  of  the 
reduced  demand  for  war  material.  Since  then  a  period  of 
recovery  seems  to  have  set  in,  though  everything  points  to  a 
slight  check  to  this  recovery  in  the  beginning  of  the  present 
quarter. 

Thd  Bulletin  is  published  by  H.M.  Stationery  Office 

THE  ROAD  TRANSPORT  BOARD. 

The  Board  of  Trade  announce  that  Sir  Evan  Jones, 
Bart.,  M.P.,  has  resigned  his  position  as  Chairman  of 
the  Road  Transport  Board. 

The  main  duties  of  the  local  organisation  of  the  Eoad 
Transport  Board  are  now'  concerned  with  transport  for 
foodstuffs,  and  it  was  therefore  iucoqjorated  with  the 
Divisional  organisation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  the 
2l8t  July. 

Communications  for  the  local  organisation  of  the  Road 
Transport  Board  should  be  addressed  as  heretofore. 

WAR  MEDALS. 

The  following  annoirncement  has  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trail  e : — 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
^nify  his  pleasure  tliat  the  British  War  Medal  which  has 
granted  to  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  be  granted  also  to 
the  British,^  Dominion,  Colonial  and  Indian  Mercantile 
j^arine.  In  the  United  Kingdom  the  medal,  in  silver,  will 
given  to  those  who  can  supply  such  evidence  as  may  be 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  having  served  at  sea 
or  not  less  than  six  months  between  the  4th  August,  1914, 
and  11th  November,  1918,  inclusive;  and  those  entitled  to 
^ive  it  will  include  licensed  pilots,  fishermen,  and  crews 
pilotage  and  lighthouse  authorities’  vessels,  and  of  post 
«®ce  cable  ships. 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE — continued. 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  also  been  graciously  pleased  to 
signify  his  ploasuz'e  that  a  Meicautile  Marine  War  Medal 
be  granted  to  the  persons  specified  in  the  previous  para¬ 
graph,  who  are  (qualified  for  the  British  War  Medal,  and 
,  who,  in  addition,  can  supqily  such  evidence  as  may  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Authorities  referred  to  in  that  j)aragraq)h  of 
,  liaving  sorted  at  sea  on  at  least  one  voyage  tJirough  a 

I  danger  zone.  For  this  purpose  a  voyage  through  a  danger 

■  zone  means :  — 

(a)  A  voyage  on  a  ship  which  entered  or  cleared  a 
United  Kingdom  j)on.  or  a  French  jw>rt.  or  a  Medi¬ 
terranean  port ; 

Such  other  voyages  in  other  parts  of  the  world  as 
shall  be  specified  in  a  further  notice. 

The  medal  w  ill  be  in  bronze,  and  the  riband  will  be  green 
and  red  arranged  vertically,  with  a  narrow  white  line  be¬ 
tween  them. 

Tlie  Authorities  referred  to  in  the  first  two  paragraphs 
wi'l  determine  whether  any  applicant  is  disequalified  for  the 
medals  by  reason  of  misconduct  during  the  war. 
j  Officers,  men  and  women  referred  to  in  this  announce- 
I  ment  who,  whilst  serving  at  sea,  were  captured  by  the 
enemy  or  lost  their  lives  through  enemy  action  or  were 
qzrecluded  by  disablement  through  enemy  action  from  fur¬ 
ther  service  at  sea,  before  being  able  to  complete  their 
(qualifying  service  for  one  or  both  of  the  medals,  will  be 
deemed  to  have  qualified.  The  medals  earned  by  deceased 
officers,  men  and  women,  will  bo  issued  to  their  iegatec?6  or 
next-of-kin  entitled  to  receive  them. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 

TRADE  OPENINGS  IN  GUATEMALA. 

The  British  Consul-General  at  Guatemala  points  out 
that  if  travelling  salesmen  would  visit  the  country  there 
is  no  doubt  that  orders  would  be  given  in  almost  all 
lines  in  which  the  country  is  interested.  American 
firms  were  veiy  prompt  in  making  enequiries  when  the 
Statutory  List  was  abolished.  Cottons,  woollens, 

'  silks,  fancy  goods,  millinery,  etc.,  hardware,  and 
machinery  are  required.  Black-listed  firms  are  short 
of  nearly  all  stocks,  and,  in  fact,  with  few  exceptions, 
this  has  been  the  case  with  all  firms  in  Guatemala, 

!  whether  listed  or  not.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
I  fulfilment  of  orders  was  general  during  the  war,  and 
'  caused,  therefore,  a  reduction  in  stcxjks.  The  possi- 
'  biUty  of  British  firms  competing  with  success  in  the 
lines  required  is  largely  a  question  of  price  more  than 
tmything  else.  Prices  have  fluctuated,  so  that  local 
merchants  are  at  a  loss  as  to  what  to  do.  British 
goods  have  lost  none  of  their  prestige,  nor  have  British 
>  manufacturers. 

I 

PORT  CONGESTION  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at  Constantinople, 
cabling  on  24th  July,  advises  United  Kingdom  mer¬ 
chants  to  pack  their  goods  in  as  small  bales  as  possible, 
in  order  to  facilitate  unloading  at  Constantinople.  At 
present  there  is  great  c‘ongestion  at  the  port. 

BRITISH  COMMERCIAL  COMMISSIONER  FOR 
AUSTRIA. 

Mr.  O.  S.  Phillpotts,  O.B.E.,  has  recently  been  ap¬ 
pointed  British  Commercial  Commissioner  to  Austria, 
and  has  now  left  for  Vienna,  where  he  may  be  addressed 
c/o  British  Embassy.  Mr.  Phillpotts  was  appointed 
unpaid  British  Vice-Consul  at  Vienna  in  I9()6,  and 
Consul  in  1909,  which  position  he  held  till  the  outbreak 
of  war.  During  each  year  from  1906  to  1914  he  acted 
as  Consul-General. 

After  the  outbreak  of  war  Mr.  Phillpotts  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  American  Embassy  at  Vienna  to  assist 
in  taking  charge  of  British  interests  until  October,  1014. 
He  subsequently  went  to  Stockholm  as  assistant  Com¬ 
mercial  Attache. 

The  duties  of  the  British  Commercial  Commissioner 
j  to  Austria  will  be  analogous  to  those  of  a  Commercial 
I  Secretary. 
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Special  Articles. 


PATENTS  AND  DESIGNS. 

SCOPE  OP  THE  A.MENDINQ  BILL. 

Bill  to  anioiid  tho  Patents  and  Designs  Act,  1007, 
Las.  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Coininous  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  has  been  read  a 
second  time.  In  this  article  we  describe  wliat  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  new  measure  is,  and  to  what  extent  it  seeks 
to  amend  the  existing  Patent  Law. 

The  experience  which  the  Board  of  Trade  has  gained 
in  administering  the  Patents,  Designs  and  Trade  Marks 
(Temporary  Rules)  Acts,  1014,  under  which  licences  are 
granted  to  work  enemy-owned  patents  and  designs,  and 
pennission  given  to  use  enemy -owned  trade  marks,  has 
led  the  Board  to  consider  in  what  respects  it  is  desirable 
to  amend  the  law  relating  to  patents  and  designs.  'I’he 
object  of  granting  j)atents  for  new  inventions  is  to  benefit 
the  trade  or  industiy-  of  the  United  Kingdom.  For  this 
purpose  it  is  not  enough  to  reward  the  inventor;  it  is 
also  necessary  to  secure  that  new  inventions  be  brought 
,’nto  commercial  use  without  undue  delay.  To  bring  a 
new  invention  into  commercial  use  requires  iu  many 
cases  the  co-operation  of  the  capitalist,  and  the  readiest 
way  of  securing  this  co-operation  is  a  grant  of  a  mono¬ 
poly.  The  consideration  justifying  the  grant  of  a  mono¬ 
poly  for  a  new  invention  is  not  only  the  disclosure  to 
the  public  of  information  which  they  can  use  when  the 
period  of  the  monoj)oly  expires,  but  the  benefit  to  trade 
by  the  new  invention  being  brought  into  commercial  use 
during  that  period.  The  public,  therefore,  are  entitled 
to  have  the  monopoly  so  framed  and  guarded  that  they 
•are  not  dej>rived  of  this  consideration.  The  real  diffi- 
v?talty  is  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  patent  monopoly 
without  so  restricting  it  as  to  deter  the  cai)italist  from 
financing  the  inventor. 

Tuf,  Confi.icting  Interests. 

There  are  therefore  various  conflicting  interests  to 
be  considered.  The  inveiitor  has  to  be  rewarded  and 
encouraged  to  exercise  his  inventive  skill.  The  financier 
has  to  be  induced  to  a.ssist  the  inventor  in  bringing  his 
invention  into  jwactical  use,  and,  lastly,  the  public  have 
to  be  protecU^d  from  the  abuse  of  the  monopoly  and  the 
loss  of  the  consideration  which  alone  justifies  the  grant. 
Tho  last  consideration  applies  especially  iu  the  case  of 
foreign  patentees,  where  it  is  particularly  necessaiy  that 
the  monopoly  given  by  the  Crown  in  the  public  interest 
should  not  be  used  to  the  detriment  of  national  trade 
oi'  national  interests. 

The  chief  abuses  of  tlie  patent  monopoly  may  be  sum¬ 
marised  as  follows: — 

(1)  Preventing  the  use  within  the  Realm  of  the 
patented  invention,  from  ulterior  motives. 

(2)  U.sing  the  patent  monoj)oly  to  encourage  trade 
abroad  and  to  hinder  trade  in  the  Realm. 

(3)  Hindering  the  trade  in  the  Realm  by  unfairly 
refusing  to  grant  licences. 

Preventing  .\buse  of  P.atents. 

Clauses  1  and  2  of  the  Bill  are  an  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  whole  question,  and  provide  a  complete  and 
comprehensive  scheme  for  the  purpose  of  both  encourag¬ 
ing  early  manufacture  within  the  Realm  and  of  prevent¬ 
ing  abuse  of  the  patent  monopoly.  As  regards  Clause 
1  the  proc'cdure  under  Section  24  of  the  Patents  and 
Designs  .\ct,  1007,  has  been  found  cumbrous  and  ex- 
jpen-sive,  and  has  rarely  been  used.  And  as  regards 
Section  27  the  standard  of  comparison  between  British 
and  foreign  manufaeture  was  one  which  it  has  been 
found  difficult  to  work  out  in  practice,  as  the  necessary 
data  was  not  available.  Further,  there  are  cases  where 
the  appropriate  penalty  is  revf)cation,  others  where  the 
apf)ropriatc  remedy  is  a  compulsory  licence,  and  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  reason  for  not  allowing  the  tribunal 
to  order  either  rernedv  in  its  discretion.  It  is  therefore 
proposed  in  Clause  1  to  replace  both  the  sections  refeired 
4o  by  a  single  clau.se  amalgamating  the  procedure  as  far 
as  possible  for  dealing  with  all  future  abuses.  It  must 
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be  borne  in  mind  that  inventions  may  be  divided  roughly 
into  two  classes,  namely,  those  which  do  and  those 
\\hich  do  not  require  for  their  practical  development  the 
expenditure  of  considerable  capital.  In  the  case  of  some 
inventions  capital  to  the  extent  of  over  £100,000  has  been 
expended  before  any  return  has  been  received  by  the 
owners  of  the  patents.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
many  inventions  which  need  but  little  capital  to  procure 
their  commercial  use.  The  new  clauses  are  so  framed 
that  adequate  discrimination  in  this  respect  can  be  exer-  | 
cised  by  the  tribunal  in  determining  whether  in  any  | 
particular  case  there  has  been  an  abuse'  of  the  patent  j 
monopoly.  Experience  has  shown  that  revocation  of  a  | 
patent  in  the  case  of  abuse  of  a  patent  monopoly  is  not  j 

always  or  even  most  frequently  the  best  course  to  adopt  I 
in  the  interests  of  the  Realm.  It  would  frequently  I 
be  to  the  advantage  of  a  foreigner  that  a  patent  r 
— even  his  own  patent — should  be  revoked  if  it  were  not  ■ 
being  worked  within  the  Realm ;  in  spite  of  such  re\  oea-  I 
tion  he  could  still  import  the  patented  article  from  I 
iibrnad  and  sell  it  at  a  price  which  would  preclude  its 
manufacture  in  the  United  Kingdom.  This  would  not 
be  possible  if  a  compulsory  licence  were  granted,  prefer¬ 
ably  to  a  IR  itish  trader,  and  the  licensee  given  power  to 
enforce  the  patent  monopoly.  The  patentee  in  that 
case  will  still  receive  his  reward  in  the  shape  of  royalty 
and  a  genuine  British  trade  will  be  assisted.  In  default 
of  agreement  the  terms  of  the  licence  will  be  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  or  Court  on  principles  laid  doum  in 
the  Bill  itself — and  the  Comptroller  may  call  in  an  ar¬ 
bitrator  if  it  appears  desirable  in  any  case. 

Compulsory  Licences. 


Clause  1.— -In  the  first  clause  (which  is  to  be  substi¬ 
tuted  tor  Section  27),  it  is  proposed  to  provide  a  simple 
and  inexpensive  means  of  obtaining  the  grant  of  com¬ 
pulsory  licences  and  the  working  of  patented  inventioas. 
Any  abuse  of  his  patent  rights  by  the  patentee  either  by 
failure  to  work  or  to  grant  licences  on  reasonable  terms 
wherever  the  public  interests  demand,  or  by  unfair  con¬ 
ditions  imposed  on  the  sale  or  use  of  the  patented  article, 
will  render  him  liable  to  have  his  patent  revoked  or  a 
compulsory  licence  grant-ed  on  reasonable  terms,  wliere- 
cver  the  latter  appears  to  be  the  fairer  or  more  appro¬ 
priate  remedy.  As  comj>ared  with  tho  provisions  of 
Section  24,  the  procedure  for  obtaining  licences  has  been 
greatly  simjilified,  while  the  grounds  for  apiilications 
have  been  enlarged,  and  more  clearly  expressed.  Appli¬ 
cation  is  to  be  made  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller,  with  an  appeal  to  the  Court. 

“Licence  Patents.’’ 

Clause  2. — In  the  second  Clause  to  be  substituted 
for  Section  24  of  the  Act  of  1907,  it  is  proposed  that 
the  2^at(‘ntee  should  be  allowed  to  declare  his  patent  to 
be  a  “licence  patent,’’  and  in  that  case  anyone  who 
wishes  may  claim  a  licence  under  it  as  of  right.  This  is 
intended  as  an  encouragement  to  the  commercial  work 
ing  of  inventions  and  as  a  possible  assistance  to  in¬ 
ventors  who  have  no  means  of  exploiting  their 
patents  themselves,  or  of  coming  into  contact  with  those 
who  wish  to  use  the  invention  commercially.  In  default 
of  agreement  the  teiTns  of  the  licence  are  to  be  settled 
by’  the  Comptroller  or  Court.  In  framing  this  Clause 
care  has  been  taken  tint  the  patentee  docs  not  evade  the 
possibility  of  the  revocation  of  his  patent  by  converting 
it  into  a  “licence  patent.’’ 

Clause  3- — This  merely  repeats  Section  24  (0)  of  the 
principal  Act,  with  the  necessary’  modifications. 

Opposing  Grants  of  P.atents. 

Clause  4 — Representations  have  frequently  been 
made  that  the  invcstiirations  made  by  the  Patent  Othce 
as  to  anticipations  of  inventions  are  not  sufficiently  wide 
in  their  scope,  and  that  an  attempt  sboul4i^)e  made  to 
make  the  searcli  universal.  Judging  from  the  expen- 
ence  in  other  countries  who  profess  to  make  a  univers^ 
search  it  would  appear  that  this  is  an  unattainable  ideal, 
but  it  was  felt  that  in  order  to  guard  against  the  granting 
of  invalid  patents  certain  additional  grounds  of  oppo* 
sition  might  usefully  be  provided  under  Section  H  o' 
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the  Act  of  1907  by  which  the  granting  of  patents  iniglif 
be  opposed.  This  Clause  provides  that  oj)positiou  may 
be  filed  (1)  on  the  ground  that  the  invention  has  been 
published  prior  to  application  in  any  printed  document 
which  has  been  published,  and  (2j  in  the  case  of  “Con¬ 
vention”  applications  when  the  invention  described  in 
the  specification  filed  in  this  country  differs  from  that 
described  in  the  specification  filed  in  the  country  of 
origin,  and  when  the  additional  matter  fonns  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  an  application  made  by  the  opponent  in  the 
interval  between  the  leaving  of  the  ai)plication  in  the 
foreign  State  and  the  leaving  of  the  application  in  this 
eountrv.  The  remainder  of  this  Clause  is  merely  re¬ 
drafting  consequent  upon  the  amendments  proposed. 

Assignments. 

Clause  5  In  this  Clause  it  is  proposed  to  make 
provision  for  overcoming  the  difliculty  which  has  arisen 
in  some  cases  where  the  applicant  has  agreed  in  writing 
to  assign  the  patent  when  granted  to  another  party  or 
joint  applicant,  and  refuses  to  proceed  with  the  appli¬ 
cation;  such  cases  may,  under  this  Clause,  proceed  at 
the  request  of  the  person  to  whom  the  invention  has 
been  assigned  when  the  oidginal  inventor  declines  to 
cany  out  his  agreement. 

Tkkm  of  Patents. 

Clause  6. — In  most  other  countries  which  are  signa¬ 
tories  to  the  International  Convention  for  the  Protection 
of  Industrial  Property,  the  tenn  of  a  patent  is  longer 
than  that  in  this  country.  In  this  country  it  has  re¬ 
mained  at  fourteen  years,  and  the  period  dates  from 
the  date  of  application  and  not  of  the  grant.  Other 
countries,  and  among  them  oiu*  principal  Allies,  have 
frequently  urged  that  this  term  should  be  extended,  and 
the  request  may  be  said  to  be  supported  by  inventore 
generally.  It  is  felt  that  the  opportunity  should  now 
be  taken  of  extending  the  term  of  patents  to  sixteen 
years  instead  of  fourteen.  This  extension  will  bring  us 
more  into  conformity  with  other  countries,  and  will  also 
compensate,  to  some  extent,  for  any  loss  suffered  by 
patentees,  as  sucb,  during  the  period  of  the  war. 

Loss  Caused  by  the  War. 

Clause  7  — As  the  powers  of  the  Coui't  in  this  respect 
are  not  clear,  this  clause  ex})ressly  allows  the  Court,  in 
determining  any  application  for  extension  of  the  tenn 
of  a  patent,  to  take  into  consideration  any  loss  occa- 
doned  by  the  war.  This  is  to  meet  to  some  extent  the 
demand  that  existing  patents  sliould  receive  some  ex¬ 
tension  owing  to  loss  occasioned  by  the  war.  It  has 
already  been  pointed  out  that  if  Clause  6  be  ado])ted 
all  existing  patents  will  be  extended  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  The  operation  of  the  two  Clauses  should 
be  sufficient  to  meet  all  real  cases  of  hardship, 
.^y  further  general  extension  to  meet  war  losses  is 
not  a  course  which  it  is  desirable  to  adopt.  Losses 
have  been  universal  in  the  war,  to  all  classes  and 
trades,  and  the  effect  of  any  such  proposal  would 
be  to  single  out  inventors  as  a  special  class  for  treat¬ 
ment.  Even  if  each  case  were  to  be  considered  on  its 
merits  the  practical  difficulties  would  be  very^  great, 
Offing  to  the  very  large  number  of  applications  that 
ffould  inevitably  be  made. 

Use  by  the  Government. 

Clause  8. — Section  20,  as  at  present  framed,  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  use  of  an  invention  by  a  Government  De¬ 
partment  on  agreed  terms  or  on  terms  settled  bv  the 
Treasury.  This  clause  provides  that  if  an  invention 
ffhich  is  the  subject  of  a  patent  was  recorded  in  a  docu¬ 
ment,  or  tried  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  Government  Depart¬ 
ment,  before  the  date  of  the  patent  and  was  not  com¬ 
municated  by  the  apfilicant  for  the  patent  or  patentees, 
the  invention  may  be  used  for  the  services  of  the  Crown 
fmeof  any  royalty  or  other  payment  to  the  patentee. 

Patent  .\ctions. 

Clause  9. — The  Courts  have  for  a  long  time  felt  that 
the  issues  in  a  patent  action  are  far  too  numerous,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  try  the  real  issue  between 
the  parties  cheaply  and  expeditiously.  Tliis  section  is 
attempt  to  simplify  the  trial  of  a  patent  action  by 
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confining  it  to  the  claim  which  it  is  alleged  has  been 
infringed,  and  excluding  other  considerations  or  the 
validity  of  other  claims.  It  does  not  in  any  w  ay  alter 
the  rights  of  the  parties,  but  simplifies  procedure  and 
saves  the  cost.  The  results  to  be  obtained  under  the 
proposed  section  can  only  now  be  obtained  by  two 
trials  with  an  intennediate  application  to  amend.  Pro¬ 
vision  is  made  to  give  the  Court  power  to  grant  relief 
subject  to  discretion  as  to  costs  and  terms. 

Clause  10- — This  section  deprives  the  plaintiff  in  an 
action  for  infringement  of  the  right  to  an  account  of 
profits.  It  is  an  expensive  jnocedure,  and  damages 
appear  to  be  the  proper  and  adequate  remedy. 

Chemical  Products. 

Clause  1 1. — This  clause  relates  to  chemical  protlucts 
and  substances  intended  for  food  or  medicine;  and  con¬ 
fines  the  patentee  in  his  specification  to  claims  for  what 
he  has  actually  invented,  namely,  the  substance  as  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  process  he  has  discovered;  and  not  the 
substance  generally  by  whatever  process  it  may  be 
made.  This  aniencliiient  will  bring  the  law  of  England 
into  greater  agreement  with  the  law  of  the  majority  of 
foreign  countries  (including  Germany)  and  prevent  our 
giving  a  wider  firotection  to  foreign  chemists  than  our 
own  chemists  receive.  It  further  provides  for  the 
grant  of  licences  in  respect  of  inventions  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  food  or  medicine,  in  order  to  give  the  public 
the  benefit  of  such  inventions,  and  prevent  monopoly. 

Awarding  Costs. 

Clause  1  2. — Section  39  of  the  Act  of  1907  gives  the 
Comptroller  power  to  award  costs  in  certain  cases. 
Since  the  passing  of  that  Act  experience  has  shown  that 
it  is  desirable*  that  thTs  power  should  be  general  in 
all  proceedings  under  the  Act  before  the  Comptroller. 
Section  39  is  therefore  repealed  and  the  new  section 
inserted  in  the  “general’  part  of  the  Act,  so  as  to  make 
it  applicable  to  all  proceedings  relating  to  patents  and 
designs. 

Secret  Use  of  Inventions. 

Clause  13  — Under  the  jiresent  wording  of  Section 
41  (2)  of  the  Act  of  1907  it  might  be  possible  for  a  per¬ 
son  to  use  an  invention  secretly  for  a  considerable 
period,  and  when  his  secret  was  discovered  or  disclosed 
by  an  employee  he  could  obtain  a  valid  patent  if  he  at 
once  applied  for  the  grant.  It  is  felt  that  this  is  pro¬ 
viding  him  with  an  unfair  monopoly,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  the  protection  afforded  by  this  Section  should  not 
extend  to  cases  where  the  invention  has  been  worked 
eommercially  for  more  than  six  months  before  the  pub¬ 
lication  referred  to  therein. 

Power  to  Cancel  Designs. 

Clause  14 — The  only  check  at  present  on  the  regis¬ 
tration  of  designs  is  in  the  case  where  the  complete  and 
almost  identical  design  is  found  upon  the  register.  The 
consequence  is  that  a  large  number  of  wortbless  and 
unoriginal  designs  are  registered  which  may  be  used  to 
hamper  trade.  The  present  Clause  has  been  framed 
therefon*  to  give  the  Comptroller  power  to  cancel  any 
design  whach  has  been  ptihlishtd  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  prior  to  the  date  of  registration.  It  is  furtber  pro¬ 
posed  to  provide  for  the  cancellation  of  the  registration 
of  a  design  where  it  is  applied  by  manufacture  to  any 
article  in  a  foreign  country  and  is  not  so  applied  by 
manufacture  in  the  Ignited  Kingdom  to  such  an  extent 
as  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  and  within  a.  reasonable  time. 

Clause  15. — This  clause  applies  the  provisions  of 
Section  20  of  the  Principal  Act  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  Clause  8  of  this  Bill  to  registered  designs. 

Begistr.ation  of  Assignments. 

Clause  16- — It  has  been  held  that  Section  71  of 
the  Act  of  1007  does  not  make  it  compulsoiw  for  an 
assignee  of  a  patent  or  design  to  register  his  title  in 
the  registers  at  the  Patent  Office.  Considerable  diffi¬ 
culties  have  arisen  from  time  to  time  both  in  the  Office 
and  outside  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  name  of  the 
proprietor  of  any  particular  patent  or  design  cannot 
be  ascertained  by  looking  at  the  Begister.  This  Clause 
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has  been  framed  to  make  it  compulsory  to  register 
any  such  assignment  at  the  I’ateiit  Office  and  ihus 
secure  a  complete  history  of  any  legal  transactions 
connected  with  the  patent. 

Appkals  to  Lvw  Offickp>. 

Clause  17. — This  clause  amends  Section  75  of  the 
Act  of  1907  by  definitely  stating  that  an  appeal  shall 
lie  frcan  the  Comptroller’s  decision  under  that  section 
to  the  liaw  Officer.  This  amendment  merely  makes 
statutorj'  what  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years 
past.  Hitherto  it  has  been  necessary  to  frame  the 
decisions  given  under  this  section  in  such  a  fonn  as 
to  alh>u'  an  appeal  to  the  Law  Officer,  and  the  present 
amendment  doe.*;  not  alter  the  practice  in  any  way. 

P\TF,NT  Agents. 

Clause  18  — In  consequence  of  the  decisions  given 
in  the  Court  from  time  to  time,  it  has  been  found  very 
difficult  to  obtain  a  conviction  under  Section  84  of  the 
Act  of  1907,  where  persons  have  held  themselves  out 
to  be  Patent  Agents  while  not  describing  themselves 
as  such  hy  using  the  identical  words  “Patent  Agent.’’ 
1'his  Clause  is  not  intendial  to  injure  those  who  are 
carrying  on  a  bona  fide  business  but  wfiose  names  are 
not  at  present  upon  the  Pegister  of  Patent  Agents.  It 
is  merely  an  attempt  to  control  those  pei*sons  who  are 
really  practising  a>  Patent  Agents  and  to  exclude  from 
pnictice  all  undesirable  persons.  It  will  have  the  effect 
of  consolidating  the  profession  of  Patent  Agents,  and 
placing  them  all  under  a  body  which  can  exercise  dis¬ 
ciplinary  powei’s  similar  to  those  exercised  over  solici¬ 
tors  by  the  Law  Soc-iety.  The  clause  provides  that  any 
pei'Srai  nof  at  present  registered  but  who  proves  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  prior  to  the 
1st  day  of  August  1917  he  has  been  bona  fide  prac¬ 
tising  as  a  Patent  Agent  shall  be  entitled  to  be  regis¬ 
tered  as  such  if  he  makes  the  proper  application  for  that 
purj>ose. 

Definition  of  “Patentee”  .and  “Design.” 

Clause  19 — The  definition  of  “patentee”  is 
amended  so  as  to  harmonise  with  the  amendment  pro- 
jKised  in  Clause  It),  thus  making  the  person  whose  name 
appears  on  the  Register  as  the  proprietor  of  a  Patent 
the  only  person  entitled  to  deal  with  it.  The  defini¬ 
tion  of  “design”  is  amended  in  order  to  bring  it  more 
into  accordance  with  the  principles  of  existing  legal 
decisions. 


SCHEDULE. 

The  scdiedule  of  the  Bill  contains  several  minor 
amendments  of  the  Act  of  1907,  which  the  experience 
of  working  that  Act  has  shown  to  be  desirable.  Many 
of  the  amendments  are  by  way  of  deletion  of  matter 
which  is  now  obsolete  or  merely  make  statutory  what 
is  at  present  Office  practice. 

The  amendment  of  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1907  ex¬ 
tends  the  time  for  leaving  a  complete  specification  after 
a  provisional  from  six  to  nine  months.  Consequential 
amendments  are  made  in  Sections  6  and  12. 

The  amendment  of  Section  15  of  the  Act  of  1907 
gives  the  Comptroller  power  to  grant  a  patent  in  lieu 
of  a  patent  which  has  been  revoked  on  the  ground  of 
fiaud.  Hitherto  it  is  only  the  Court  which  has  had 
this  power;  although  the  Compf roller  could  revoke  the 
patent  on  the  gi-ound  that  the  invention  had  been  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  applicant  he  could  not  grant  the  appli¬ 
cant  a  fresh  patent  in  lieu  of  the  patent  revoked. 

Amendment  to  Section  19  of  the  -\ct. — .\t  present  all 
patents  of  addition  stand  or  fall  with  the  original  patent, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  original  patent  being  revoked 
an-,  patent  of  addition  thereon  is  also  revoked.  By 
this  amendment  provision  is  made  that  where  the 
original  patent  is  revoked  any  patent  of  addition  there¬ 
on  may  if  so  ordered  become  an  independent  patent. 

The  amendn.ent  to  Section  29  of  the  Act  provides 
that  where  a  Government  Department,  by  their  agents, 
contractors  or  others,  wash  to  use  a  patent^  they  shall 
give  such  agents,  contractors  o”  others  the  necessary 
authority  to  do  so  in  writing. 


Amendment  to  Section  36  of  the  Act. — Experience 
has  shown  that  the  terms  of  the  present  section  are  not 
wide  enough  to  cover  improper  threatening  under  a 
I  Patent.  As  the  section  is  at  present  framed  it  applies 
I  only  to  threats  by  the  patentee  himself.  Cases  have 
j  arisen  where  a  licensee  has  threatened  others  but  taken 
no  action,  and  the  Courts  have  held  that  there  is  no 
I  remedy  in  such  a  case.  The  proposed  amendment  is 
j  made  with  a  view  to  counteracting  this  abuse. 


VALUES  FOR  CUSTOMS  PURPOSES 
AUSTRALIA. 


HIGH  COURT  DECISION. 

In  view  of  the  importance  to  British  exporters  of  a 
recent  decision  of  the  Higli  Court  of  .\ustralia,  and  the 
discussion  that  has  arisen  in  that  country  on  the  question 
of  valuation  for  Customs  Duty  of  goods  imported  from  I 
abroad,  the  following  summary  of  the  judgment,  and  the  I 
sections  of  the  Act  relati\e  to  it,  are  given  below. 

The  case  was  brought  by  an  .Vdelaidc  firm  against  the 
Commonwealth  Government.  The  Collector  of  Cus¬ 
toms  insisted  that  certain  gcxxis  im}>orted  hy  that  finn 
should  he  assessed  for  duty  on  the  market  price  in  the 
country  of  expori  at  the  time  they  were  shipped,  rather 
than  at  the  time  they  were  invoiced. 

During  the  war,  with  faeloiy  and  transport  difficulties 
increasing  and  costs  going  up  all  the  time,  these  two 
values  obviously  might  be  far  apari,  and  as  a  fact  often 
were.  Like  other  importtus,  this  particular  film  were 
called  upon  to  pay  duty  on  the  higher  basis.  They  paid 
under  protest,  and  then  brought  an  action  to  test  the 
disputed  reading.  The  Chief  .Justice  of  South  Australia 
(Sir  George  Murray)  found  in  their  favour,  but  appeal 
wa.s  ma<le  from  his  decision  to  the  High  Court  of 
Australia. 

The  Judgment. 

By  a  judgment  delivered  on  16th  May  that  Court  has 
reversed  the  finding,  and  upheld  the  view  of  the  Cus¬ 
toms  Department.  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  who  presided, 
said  that  examination  of  paragi-aphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  sec¬ 
tion  154  of  the  Customs  Taidff  Act  seemed  to  make  one 
thing  very  clear.  The  object  of  an  ad  valorem  duty  was  [ 
practically  explained  by  the  term  itself.  It  wa.s  a  duty  ^ 
according  to  value — ^not  value  at  some  period  more  or 
less  remote,  but  value  at  the  time  the  goods  came  into  : 
the  country  which  charged  the  duty.  Ae  it  was  difficult 
for  the  Customs  authorities  to  assess,  certain  means  | 
were  prescribed  to  help  them.  The  more  this  was  con-  f 
sidered  as  a  purely  arbitrary  process  of  reaching  what  ^ 
might  be  called  the  arrival  value,  the  less  was  it  prob¬ 
able  that  evidence  of  value  or  prices  at  a  period  sub¬ 
stantially  anterior  to  the  date  of  export  was  of  much 
weight  for  the  purpose.  It  was,  after  all,  for  the  Cus¬ 
toms  authorities  to  qirive  at  the  value  upon  which  to 
charge  duty,  but  always  at  the  risk  of  having  to  refund 
any  charge  based  on  an  excessive  valuation.  The 
evidence  to  be  exacted  from  the  importer  was  such  onlv 
as  he  could  furnish.  The  collector  was  not  bound  to  j 
abide  by  it,  nor  was  it  the  case  that  flimsy  or  erroneous  I 
evidence  of  value,  however  innocently  calculated,  must  ^ 
be  accejited.  He  would  be  prepared  to  say,  if  the  case  ^ 
rested  on  section  154,  that  the  company  had  succeeded  ^ 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  South  Australia  on  an  erroneous  | 
interpretation  of  the  section,  but  the  matter  did  not  rest 
there.  By  section  155  means  in  addition  were  given 
for  ascertaining  value  at  the  time  of  entry.  By  para¬ 
graph  (b)  of  that  section  a  merchant  or  manufacturer 
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sending  out  his  own  goods  tx>  Australia  to  be  sold  here 
flas  allowed  to  show  their  saleable  value  as  increased  at 
the  date  of  shipment  by  putting  them  on  board  free. 
This  did  not  show  in  section  154  any  intention  that  the 
date  at  which  the  value  in  the  exporting  country  should 
be  ascertained  should  be  a  different  one.  On  the  con- 
traiy,  there  was  much  to  lead  the  Court  to  think  that 
the  intention  of  section  154  in  this  respect  did  not  differ 
from  section  155  (b).  The  material  point  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Customs  authorities  here  to  arrive  at  the 
value  in  Australia  for  duty  seemed  from  every  probability 
to  be  the  same  in  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and  he  could 
not  see  in  section  154  an  intention  of  the  Act  to  allow  the 
importer  to  force  the  authorities  to  rely  on  a  guide  which 
must  at  best  be  fallacious. 

Concurring  judgments  were  given  by  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Court — Mr.  Justice  Isaacs,  Mr.  Justice 
Powers,  and  Mi\  Justice  llich  (jointly),  and  Mr.  Justice 
Duffy  (personally).  The  finding  of  the  Chief  Justice 
ot  South  Australia  was  set  aside  lOid  judgment  entered 
for  the  Collector  of  Customs,  ivith  costs. 

Effects  of  the  Decision. 

However  right  it  may  be  technically,  this  reading  of 
the  law,  according  to  views  held  in  business  circles  in 
Hustralia,  is  going  to  complicate  the  clearance  of  goods 
It  the  Customs,  as  the  acceptance  of  invoices  would  be 
the  simpler  methorl  for  department  and  importer  alike, 
.^d,  in  ordinai-y  circumstances,  it  is  considered  that  it 
would  prove  just  as  satisfactory  from  the  revenue  stand¬ 
point,  for  the  difference  in  value  is  not  always  going  to 
be  in  favour  of  the  department. 

The  course  of  trade  during  the  wai'  years  was  quit-e 
abnormal,  and  changes  are  not  likely  to  be  so  frequent 
nor  delays  so  prolonged  as  they  have  been. 

The  Act. 

The  two  sections  of  the  .\ct  upon  which  the  judgment 
turns  are  appended : — 

Division  2. — Ad  V.vlorem  Duties. 

154. — When  any  duty  is  imposed  according  to  value — 

(a)  The  value  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  fair  market  value 

of  the  goods  in  the  principal  markets  of  the 
country  whence  the  same  were  exjiorted  in  the 
usual  and  ordinary  commercial  acceptation  of  the 
term,  and  free  on  board  at  the  port  of  export  in 
sucli  country,  and  a  further  addition  of  10  per 
cent,  on  such  market  value. 

(b)  The  value  shall  be  verified  at  the  time  of  entry  by 

the  production  of  the  genuine  invoice  and  by  a 
declaration  signed  by  the  owner  in  the  presence 
of  the  collector. 

(c)  The  invoice  shall  be  stamjH'd  by  the  collector  with 

the  Customs  stamp,  and  shall  be  produced  to  the 
officer  prior  to  the  delivery  of  the  g<K)ds  for 
home  consumption  or  for  warehousing. 

(d)  If  the  non-production  of  the  genuine  invoice  shall 

be  accounted  for  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  col¬ 
lector,  proof  of  its  contents  by  a  copy  or  other¬ 
wise  may  he  received  in  lieu  of  its  production. 

)  155.— The  genuine  invoice  means — 

1  (a)  The  original  invoice  prepared  and  issued  by  the 

»  seller  in  the  country  whence  the  goods  were  ex- 

.  l>orted  showing  the  true  description  of  the  g(Kid.'i 

and  the  actual  money  price  paid  or  to  be  paid 
^  for  the  goods  by  the  purchaser  in  the  ooiuitry 

R  whence  the  same  were  exported  without  any 

[  deduction ;  or 

j  (b)  III  the  case  of  goods  consigned  for  sale  in  Australia 

,  the  original  invoice  prepared  and  issued  by  the 

^  consignor  showing  the  true  description  of  the  gooils 

s  and  the  actual  money  price  for  casli  at  which  such 

t  goods  were  saleable  in  the  principal  markets  of 

^  the  country  whence  such  go^s  were  exported  at 

the  date  of  the  shipment  of  such  goods  free  on 
•  hoard  at  the  port  of  export  in  such  country. 


FLAX  GROWING  IN  THE  EMPIRE. 


INTERIM  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

In  February,  1918,  the  Empire  Flax  Growing  Com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  investigate  in  all  its  bearings  the  question  of 
increasing  the  supply  of  flax  in  the  British  Empire. 
Lord  Colwyn  was  the  Chairman,  Sir  Frank  Warner  the 
Vice-Chainnan,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Todd  Secretary.  This 
Committee  has  now  issued  an  Interim  Report  on  the 
general  situation  and  prospects  of  supply.  (Cmd.  281.) 

SUPPLY  OF  FLAX  FIBRE. 

The  problem  of  flax  supply  involves  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  two  questions.  The  first  question,  that  of  the 
supply  of  fibre,  is  closely  dependent  on  the  second, 
namely,  the  provision  of  seed,  but  the  considerations 
affecting  the  two  questions  are  so  different  that  it  has 
been  thought  desirable  throughout  this  Report  to  treat 
them  separately.  The  following  table,  based  on  normal 
pre-war  figures  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  gives 
the  world’s  commercial  crops  (i.e.,  excluding  domestic 
consumption)  and  the  mill  consumption  of  the  chief  flax 
manufacturing  countries : — 

Normal  Normal 

^  Commercial  Crop  Mill  Consumption 


pre-war. 

pre-war, 

In  thousands 

ot  tons. 

Russia 

...  400 

80 

United  Kingdom 

12 

100 

Belgium 

24 

130 

France 

20 

48 

Germany  and 
Austria 

36 

140 

Other  Countries 

14 

8 

Total  ... 

506 

506 

It  would  not,  says  the  Report,  be  safe  to  take  these 
figures  as  anything  more  than  a  rough  approximation 
to  the  actual  position,  but  the  only  further  information 
available  is  that  Russia’s  total  pre-war  product  was 
normally  about  500,000  tons,  and  of  this  about  250,000 
tons  was  usually  exported.  About  80, (XX)  to  100,000 
tons  were  consumed  in  the  Russian  factories,  so  that  ’n 
the  absence  of  direct  statistics  we  must  infer  that  about 
200,000  tons  of  the  Russian  emp  were  used  up  by  do¬ 
mestic  consum[)tion.  It  is  estimated  that  of  the  annual 
requirements  of  the  United  Kingdom  before  the  war, 
which,  as  indicated  above,  were  nonnally  about  100,000 
tons,  Ireland  contributed  some  10,000  tons,  Belgium, 
France,  and  Holland  together  about  10,000,  and  Russia 
about  70,000  to  80,000  tons. 

Effects  of  the  War. 

The  effect  of  the  wai'  upon  all  these  external  sources  of 
supply  was  nothing  short  of  disastrous.  The  flax-growing 
districts  in  Belgium  and  parts  of  Northern  France  were 
the  first  to  be  overnm  by  the  enemy,  and  the  collapse 
of  Russia  in  1917  practically  removed  the  principal 
remaining  source  of  supply.  The  Dutch  crop  has  also 
been  veiy  seriously  reduced  by  war  conditions,  w'hile 
the  shai’e  of  that  crop  obtainable  by  the  United  King¬ 
dom  was  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  districts  where 
Russian  flax  is  produced  are  still  not  freely  accessible  to 
the  British  industry,  while  the  free  export  of  flax  from 
Belgium,  Holland,  and  Northern  France  is  unlikely  to 
be  resumed  for  some  time  to  come.  The  question  of 
obtaining  supplies  from  other  sources,  therefore,  became 
during  the  war,  and  still  is,  of  the  first  importance  fer 
the  British  linen  industiy.  As  the  result  of  the  ab¬ 
normal  conditions  created  by  the  war  there  has  been 
a  marked  development  of  flax  growing  in  England  and 
Scotland,  a  substantial  increase  in  the  acreage  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  a  considerable  extension  of  flax 
cultivation  in  the  South  of  Ireland.  There  has  also 
been  an  encouraging  development  of  other  flax  fields 
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within  the  Empire.  Although  these  abnormal  condi¬ 
tions  may  before  long  be  mo<lified,  the  present  condition  | 
of  the  supplies  of  flax  is  still  far  from  satisfactoiy,  and 
the  future  prospects  of  the  linen  industry  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  threatened  by  a  shortagfe  of  supplies. 

The  Committee  therefore  feels  that  the  Government 
support  which  has  been  given  during  the  war  (1)  to 
foster  the  revival  of  flax  growing  within  the  United  | 
Kingdom,  and  (2)  to  encourage  its  extension  throughout 
the  Empire,  will  require  to  be  continued  for  a  further 
period.  What  has  been  done  in  each  of  these  sections 
is  described  in  the  Report,  from  which  we  give  the 
following  summary' : — 

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM.  ' 

Until  well  into  the  nineteenth  century  flax  growing  was  i 
a  considerable  industry  in  practically  all  parts  of  the  British 
Islands.  The  reason  which  led  to  the  almost  complete  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  crop  from  England  and  Scotland  may  be 
described  as  a  combination  of  economic  conditions  which 
made  it  no  longer  profitable,  e.g.,  the  increasing  labour  cost 
and  the  diflBculty  of  getting  labour  owing  to  the  general  ! 
movement  of  rural  population  into  the  towns,  and  the  low  ' 
price  at  which  flax  could  be  imj)orted  from  Russia.  A  fc‘w 
mills,  dependent  almost  entirely  on  imported  raw  material, 
still  remained  in  the  South  of  England,  while  Dundee  and  ^ 
Dunfermline  carried  on  a  large  spinning  and  weaving  , 

industry,  second  only  to  that  of  the  North  of  Ireland  in  ] 

importance.  In  Ireland,  however,  flax  growing  persisted  on 
a  much  laiger  scale,  not  only  because  the  climate  seems  to 
be  peculiarly  suited  for  it,  but  also  because  the  spinning 
and  weaving  of  the  resultant  fibre  had  there  be*m  developed 
on  a  large  scale  in  the  North ;  principally,  however,  because 
the  crop  suited  the  small  farmer  class  who  form  the  majority  ^ 
of  the  Irish  rural  {wpulation.  Even  before  the  war,  how¬ 
ever,  the  general  situation  of  the  trade  with  regard  to  the 
supply  of  its  raw  material  was  becoming  unsatisfactory. 
Consumption  had  overtaken  production,  and  manufacturers  ' 
were  faced  with  scarcity. 

Recovering  the  Fibre. 

The  Committee  soon  realised  that  the  problem  of  increasing 
the  production  of  flax  was  not  only  an  agricultural  but  an 
industrial  one.  Given  a  supply  of  seed,  excellent  flax  can 
be  grown  in  many  parts  of  the  Empire,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  itself  is  probably  unsurpassed  both  in  soil  and 
climate  for  the  growth  of  flax.  The  real  difficulty  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  harvesting  of  the  crop  and  its  pre-  , 
paration  for  the  spinning  mills  involve  a  demand  for  labour 
which  is  difficult  to  meet  under  the  present  system  of  work¬ 
ing  in  countries  such  as  the  United  Kingdom,  where  labour 
is  scarce  and  dear.  No  such  difficulty  arises  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  seed,  either  for  linseed  or  for  sowing  for  fibre.  Where 
no  attempt  is  made  to  recover  the  fibre,  as  in  Western 
Canada,  the  crop  can  be  harvested  and  threshed  by  the 
ordinary  machinery  used  for  all  cereal  crops.  If  there  is  to 
be  any  permanent  increase  of  the  acreage  under  flax  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  there  will  have  to  be  an  entire  change 
in  the  system  under  which  the  crop  has  formerly  been  grown 
and  handled.  Under  the  system  prevailing  in  Ireland  the 
farmer  not  only  grows  the  flax  but  also  puts  it  through  the 
first  manufacturing  process,  known  as  “retting.'*  The  next  | 
process,  known  as  “scutching, ’’  is  also  done  in  small  local  i 

scutching  mills,  generally  on  account  of  the  farmer.  Thus  I 

what  the  grower  sells  is  not  simply  raw  material,  but  a 
partly  manufactured  article,  the  trade  being  in  this  respect 
almost  unique.  The  objection  to  this  system  is  that  in  effect 
it  limits  the  production  and  greatly  restricts  the  possibility 
of  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  product. 

It  has  now  become  generally  accepted  that  it  is  necessary 
t>  introduce  an  entirely  new  method,  which  has  already 
been  instituted  in  various  experimental  areas,  some  of  which 
date  back  considerably  before  the  war.  The  new  system  is 
that  the  flax  should  be  bought  from  the  farmer  “on  foot,’’ 
as  it  is  called  (i.e..  as  a  standing  crop  in  the  field),  or 
delivered  pulled  and  dried,  and  that  the  whole  process  of 
retting  should  be  undertaken  by  the  purchaser,  who.  work¬ 
ing  on  a  large  scale  and  at  centralised  points  in  well- 
equipped  factories,  would  be  able  to  have  the  best  machinery 
and  appliances  of  all  kinds  for  the  purpose.  At  the  same 
time,  by  introducing  the  process  of  controlled  retting  with 
artificial  heating  of  the  water,  this  system  would  get  rid 
of  the  limitation  of  time  imposed  by  the  shortness  of  the 
sea.son  available  for  natural  retting,  so  that  a  longer  period 
would  be  available  for  the  handling  of  the  year’s  crop. 

Probably  the  greatest  permanent  difficulty  in  securing  an 
adequate  production  of  flax  in  this  country,  either  in  Ireland 
or  Great  Britain,  is  the  labour  supply  for  the  actual  harvest¬ 
ing  of  the  crop.  Flax  must,  if  possible,  be  pulled,  not  cut. 
and  the  difficulty  of  getting  suflRcient  labour  to  handle  the  1 


SPECIAL  ARTICLES — continued 


crop  just  at  the  time  when  other  crops  are  ready  for 
harvesting,  has  been  so  great  as  to  require  in  England  and 
Scotland  special  arrangements  for  imi>orted  temporarr 
labour.  The  measures  which  have  been  adopted  at  con¬ 
siderable  expense  during  war  time  would  not  be  available, 
even  if  they  were  profitable  in  peace  time,  and  it  is  great!? 
desired  that  some  mechanical  means  of  getting  over  this 
difficulty  should  be  discovered.  Several  varieties  of  pulling 
machines  have  so  far  been  produced,  but  all  of  them  are 
apparently  still  more  or  less  in  the  experimental  stage. 
Complete  success  in  this  direction  would,  however,  alter 
the  whole  question  with  regard  to  flax  growing,  especiall? 
in  Great  Britain. 


War  Measures. 

In  view  of  these  explanations,  it  remains  to  describe  what 
has  actually  been  done  during  the  war  in  the  direction  of 
securing  an  increased  supply  of  home-grown  flax.  Ireland 
IS  the  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  where  the  flat, 
growing  industry  has  survived.  It  is,  therefore,  to  Ireland 
that  we  must  look  for  the  greatest  development  of  the 
industry  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  area  under  flax  in 
Ireland  in  1914  was  49,000  acres,  and  in  1918,  143,000  acre*. 
But  for  the  shortage  of  seed  and  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  instructors,  the  acreage,  it  is  stated,  would  have 
been  still  greater  in  1918.  Flax  is  grown  in  almost  everj 
one  of  the  thirty-three  counties  in  Ireland,  but  mainly  in 
six  of  the  Ulster  counties.  In  the  North  of  Ireland,  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  not  a  question  of  starting  or  reviving  tlie  industry 
so  much  as  extending  and  developing  an  already  existing 
industry. 

The  Committee,  besides  examining  witnesses  from  Ireland, 
had  the  benefit  of  the  report  of  a  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc. 
tion  in  1910  to  enquire  into  the  Irish  flax-growing  industry 
Although  previous  to  1910  there  had  been  for  several  decades 
a  gradual  decline  in  the  area  under  flax  in  Ireland,  the 
Departmental  Committee  was  of  opinion  that  the  area  w« 
again  on  the  up  grade,  and  was  convinced  that  in  future  ' 
flax  growing  in  that  country  could  be  continued  and  ex¬ 
tended.  The  Committee  place  on  record  its  sense  of  the 
imjKvrtance  and  value  of  the  work  done  by  the  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  of  the  necessity  of  its  being 
pushed  on  and  considerably  extended  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  In  addition  to  the  efforts  of  the  Irish  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  revive  the  industry  in  Ireland,  privite 
enterprise  has  taken  up  the  question.  The  Flax  h^ietj. 
Limited,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Government,  set  on 
foot  a  scheme  which  had  in  1918  about  10,000  acres  undtf 
cultivation,  mainly  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  Fibn 
Corjioration  (Ireland),  Limited,  who  also  began  work  it 
first  (some  time  before  the  war)  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
have  extended  their  operations  to  the  south,  and  had  in 
1918  an  area  of  800  acres  under  flax  there. 

Though  flax  growing  is  at  present  confined  mainly  to  thn 
north  of  Ireland,  there  appears  to  be  no  good  reason  whjil  f 
should  nob  be  extended  to  other  jirovinees  w  here  the  K^. 
labour,  and  other  conditions  are  suitable.  A  very  gre«  I 
extension  of  the  acreage  outside  of  Ulster  is  possible,  and 
already  considerable  expansion  has  taken  place.  In  Cod 
the  acreage  increased  from  209  acres  in  1914  to  3,053  ac» 
in  1918.  In  Mayo  and  Sligo  the  increase  was  from  241  acia 
in  1914  to  1,688  acres  in  1918.  Owing  to  the  earlier  season  the 
south  of  Ireland  is  more  suited  climatically  than  the  nortl  i 
for  drying  the  straw  and  saving  the  seed,  and  one  of  the 
lessons  of  the  war  has  been  the  importance  of  not  relyini 
entirely  upon  a  foreign  seed  supply  as  has  been  done  in  the 
past.  The  Committee  is  anxious  to  secure  the  establishment 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  of  one  or  more  flax-manufacturing 
units  which  will  undertake  the  experiment  of  producing 
flax  fibre  on  the  factory  system,  as  against  the  old  systei 
whereby  the  crop  wtis  handled  by  the  farmer  after  pulling 

Flax  Grow  ing  in  Engl.vxd  .vnd  Scotland. 

For  some  years  before  the  war  the  question  of  increasnd 
flax  production  in  England  had  also  been  receiving  con¬ 
sideration.  In  1911  D.  J.  Vargas  Eyre  w  as  requested  by^ 
Development  Commissioners  to  enquire  into  the  possibihtw- 
both  from  a  scientific  and  practical  jioint  of  view,  of 
the  flax  industry.  As  a  result  of  his  report  the  ’ 
Flax  and  Hemp  Growers’  Society,  Limited,  was  establishw 
in  1912  with  a  grant  from  the  Development  Commissicaor^ 
About  the  same  time  Leeds  University  had  taken  theiuntj*  ; 
up  and  an  experimental  station  was  established  at  Selp’ 

In  1917  these  efforts  were  combined  under  one  organisati* 
as  the  Flax  Production  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Agricultirt 
which  has  work  now  going  on  in  various  parts  « 
England  and  in  Fifeshire.  The  following  are  the  figures# 
their  acreage  in  1918: — Somerset  and  Dorset,  3,450  aert- 
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York-shire,  3,755  acres;  Lincolnshire,  3,173  acres;  Suffolk, 
1,802  acres;  hit'eshire,  1,357  acres;  total,  13,537  acres. 

In  all  these  cases  the  work  is  being  carried  on  in  central 
retteries  with  all  possible  appliances  for  handling  the  crop 
in  the  most  approved  way.  The  results  are  being  closely 
watched  and  will  be  of  the  greatest  value  for  the  future 
guidance  of  the  industrj’.  The  Committee  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  a  strongly-worded  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  work  of  the  Flax  Production  Branch  should 
be  continued  and  developed  to  the  greatest  jmssiblc  extent  in 
1919,  so  that  information  maj’  be  obtained  to  guide  it  in 
deciding  upon  a  policy  for  after-war  development.  As  a 
result  of  this  it  was  decided  to  extend  the  area  in  1919  to 
20,0f'0  acres.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  work  already  done  has  proved  conclusively  that 
e.xcellent  flax  can  be  grown  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
and  that  the  problems  still  to  be  settled  are  mainly  industrial 
and  mechanical  rather  than  agricultural. 

Seed  Scpi’I.y. 


The  Committee  has  been  greatly  impressed  by  the  fact  that 
in  1914  the  flax  growers  of  the  United  Kingdom  were  totally 
dependent  for  their  supplies  of  seed  upon  Russia  and 
Holland.  Russia  has  been  the  original  .source  of  supply  of 
all  seed  for  fibre.  The  seed  used  in  Ireland  was  jiartly 
imported  direct  from  Russia  and  partly  drawn  from  Holland 
as  “Riga-child”  or  “Grandchild,”  after  being  cultivated 
one  or  two  years  there.  The  result  of  this  dependence  upon 
foreign  sources  of  supply  was  experienced  towards  the  close 
of  1910,  when  Ireland  was  faced  with  the  prospect  of  a 
serious  shortage  of  seed  for  1917  sowings,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  , 
Instruction  the  War  Department  took  charge  of  seed  supply. 
Various  emergency  measures,  including  the  organisation  of 
purchase  in  Russia  and  Holland  on  Government  account, 
the  establishment  of  special  shipping  arrangements,  and  the 
introduction  of  considerable  quantities  of  Japanese  seed 
were  carried  through  by  the  War  Department  and  the  Flax 
Control  Board,  by  whom  the  problem  has  been  most  efficiently 
handled,  with  the  result  that  there  has  been  no  very  serious 
scarcity.  The  question,  however,  will  not  cease  to  be  the 
cause  of  grave  anxiety  and  considerable  expense  until  a 
safe  and  satisfactory  supply  can  be  secured  within  the 
British  Empire.  The  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  this  is 
a  commercial  imssibility. 

The  fact  that  there  was  no  native  supply  of  seed  in  Ireland 
tiefore  the  war  was  again  due  to  tlie  system  of  natural  , 
retting  already  referred  to,  which  was  universal  in  Ireland 
before  the  war.  Owing  to  the  short  time  available  there 
was  no  time  to  remove  the  seed  before  retting;  the  seed 
was  therefore  sacrificed  to  the  necessity  of  early  harvesting, 
for  the  flax  was  generally  pulled  green  before  the  seed  had 
ripened.  Thus  in  Ireland  until  1917  practically  the  whole 
cf  the  seed  was  lost,  and  a  fresh  supply  had  to  be  imported 
every  year.  This  rjuestion  of  seed  supjily  has  so  far  proved 
to  he  the  limiting  factor  in  the  development  of  an  increased 
supply  of  fibre  during  the  war. 

Providing  a  Home  SurpEY. 


As  a  first  stop  towards  meeting  this  difficulty  by  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  homo  supply,  the  Army  Council  in  July,  1917, 
made  an  Order  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulations 
that  the  seed  from  not  less  than  one-eighth  of  the  crop  must 
he  saved,  and  this  has  already  resulted  in  the  provision  of 
an  amount  of  home-grown  seed  which  has  materially  eased 
the  situation.  But  the  radical  cure  for  the  former  state  of 
affairs  is  more  likely  to  be  found  in  the  general  adoption 
of  the  system  of  central  retting  above  described.  Under 
that  system  the  straw  would  bo  de-seeded  before  retting, 
and  various  machines  for  this  pur|>ose  have  already  been 
invented.  The  li'ibre  Corporation  adopted  this  method, 
and  some  of  the  seed  thus  saved  in  the  early  years  was  used 
in  Ireland  in  1917,  and  proved  exceedingly  useful.  The 
<|uestion  of  seed  supply,  however,  turns  upon  another  imint 
of  scientific  difficulty;  namely,  the  suitability  of  different 
varieties  of  flax  seed  for  growing  for  fibre  purposes.  There 
*oems  to  be  two  well-marked  varieties  of  the  flax  plant, 
liotanieally  the  same,  and  practically  indistinguishable  in  the 
5eod.  The  one  grows  about  18  inches  high,  is  much  branched, 
and  carries  a  heavy  crop  of  seed.  It  is  generally  sown 
ividely  so  as  to  allow  of  ample  branching.  The  other,  if 
*«^n  thickly,  grows  unbranched  to  a  height  of  about  throe 
foot,  and  carries  comparatively  little  seed.  The  former 
variety  is  grown  for  linseed  only,  in  the  Argentine  and 
dsewhere,  and  it  has  not  hitherto  been  found  possible  to 
•“stract  any  useful  fibre  from  it.  The  latter  variety  is 
vnltivated  exclusively  in  all  countries  where  flax  is  grown 
for  its  fibre. 

Seed  Production  in  Canada. 

Steps  were  taken  by  the  War  Department  during  the 
'nmmer  of  1918  to  induce  farmers  in  Canada  to  take  up 
00  glowing  of  flax  for  seed  on  a  large  scale.  A  contract 
entered  into  with  Mes.srs.  E.  R.  Wayland  and  Co.,  of 


I 
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Winnipeg,  who  undertook  to  distribute  to  the  farmers 
Japanese  seed  provided  by  the  Government,  to  superintend 
the  growing  of  the  crop,  and  finally  to  arrange  delivery  of 
the  seed  at  the  Atlantic  ports.  In  1918  30,OUO  acres  were 
.sown  in  this  way,  and  the  results  obtained  were  very  satis¬ 
factory  in  spite  of  a  bad  season.  The  Committee  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Wayland  and  Co. 
should  bo  continued  on  a  smaller  scale  for  the  year  1919, 
and  feels  sure  that  some  scheme  of  this  kind  will  be  necessary 
to  secure  an  adequate  seed  supply,  at  any  rate,  so  long  as 
the  present  disturbed  condition  in  Russia  continues. 

The  scientific  question  of  how  far  the  character  of  the 
seed  may  be  affected  by  the  way  in  which  it  is  sown,  if 
persisted  in  year  after  year,  still  remains  to  be  settled.  It 
appears  that  flax  is  a  soft-fertilised  plant,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  tliat  its  character  could  change  permanently  in 
the  way  indicated,  but  there  seems  to  be  room  for  consider¬ 
able  further  enquiry  into  the  matter. 

FLAX  GROWING  IN  THE  EMPIRE. 

Canada. 

In  Canada  flax  has  always  been  grown  for  fibre  purposes 
on  a  relatively  small  scale  in  the  Eastern  Provinces, 
especially  Ontario.  Efforts  made  in  1917  and  1918  to  in¬ 
crease  the  area  under  fibre  flax  in  Eastern  Canada  have  met 
with  considerable  success,  and  the  area  in  1918  amounted  to 
13,000  acres.  In  Western  Canada  the  problem  was  to  induce 
the  growers  to  use  the  imported  Japanese  seed  (in  place  of 
the  Canadian  common  which  they  have  hitherto  grown  for 
linseed  only)  for  the  purpose  of  producing  fibre  seed  for  use 
in  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  such  as  Eastern  Canada  and 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Another  question  of  direct  economic  interest  is  the 
possibility  of  utilising  the  linseed  straw  in  Western  Canada, 
which  though  essentially  it  is  the  same  plant  as  fibre  flax, 
has  so  far  been  found  useless,  and  is  mostly  burnt.  Any 
use  that  could  be  established  for  this  by-product  which 
would  increase  even  to  a  moderate  extent  the  total  money 
yield  of  the  crop  to  the  farmer,  would  be  a  very  important 
factor  in  extending  the  cultivation  of  flax  for  seed  purposes 
throughout  larger  areas  in  Canada. 

Africa. 

The  evidence  taken  goes  to  show  that  in  the  higher 
|)ortions  of  British  East  Africa  the  conditions  of  climate 
and  soil  are  entirely  suitable  to  the  growing  of  flax,  which 
has  already  been  carried  on  iqion  an  experimental  scale  for 
several  years.  It  was  stated  in  evidence  that  5,000  acres 
were  put  under  flax  in  1918,  that  this  would  probably  he 
greatly  expanded  in  1919,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  area 
might  be  increased  to  100,000  acres  in  ten  years.  The  labour 
supply  appears  to  present  comparatively  little  difficulty,  the 
natives  having  shown  an  unexpected  capacity  to  acquire  the 
necessary  skill  in  working  the  scutching  machinery,  and  the 
industry  seems  to  be  established  on  a  safe  basis.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  therefore  addressed  to  the  Colonial  Office,  through 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  a  strong  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  every  possible  assistance  should  be  given  to  secure 
the  speedy  extension  of  the  industry.  The  Committee  felt 
in  particular  that  there  is  need  of  expert  assistance  in 
British  East  Africa  in  the  preparation  of  flax  for  the 
market.  It  is  essential,  for  the  success  of  the  industry  in 
the  Protectorate,  that  its  flax  should  be  thoroughly  reliable, 
and  that  its  marks  should  be  rccc^nised  in  the  markets.  To 
secure  this  it  is  necessary  not  only  that  the  flax  should  bo 
properly  handled  after  it  has  been  pulled,  but  that  the 
fibre  should  be  properly  graded. 

A  scheme  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee  for  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  flax  production  by  means  of  settlements  of 
disabled  soldiers  in  British  East  Africa.  The  scheme  was 
forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  the  proper  authorities,  with  the  Committee’s 
recommendation  and  approval,  so  far  as  flax  production  is 
concerned. 

In  other  parts  of  Africa,  e.g.,  Egypt,  Nyasaland. 
Rhodesia,  and  South  Africa,  the  industry  seems  to  present 
]K)ssil)ilities  of  success,  though  it  has  not  yet  passed  the 
experimental  stage,  but  the  Committee  have  not  yet  gone 
fully  into  the  situation  in  these  countries. 

Australasia. 

Mith  regard  to  Australia  also,  the  Committee  has  received 
certain  information  which  points  to  the  conclusion  that  flax 
can  be  grown  successfully  there  on  a  large  scale  if  the 
economic  conditions  ot  tlie  crop  are  likely  to  offer  sufficient 
inducement,  but  so  far  it  has  only  had  the  evidence  of  one 
witness  on  the  subject,  and  until  this  has  been  supplemented 
by  further  information  it  prefers  to  defer  any  references 
to  the  matter.  The  same  applies  to  New  Zealand. 

India. 

With  regard  to  India,  the  Committee  has  heard  evidence 
regarding  experiments  in  flax  growing  which  were  made 
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some  years  ago  in  Bihar,  and  has  received  reports  of  experi-  | 
mental  work  carried  on  in  other  parts  ot  India.  The  results 
show  that  flax  can  be  successfully  grown.  Here,  as  else¬ 
where,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  system  of  central 
retting  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  best  results.  This, 
however,  necessitates  skilled  labour  and  supervision.  Un¬ 
questionably  the  successful  development  of  the  industry 
would  also  depend  upon  the  services  of  an  expert  Avho  would 
supervise  the  handling  of  the  crop  after  it  has  been 
gathered  and  its  proper  preparation  and  grading  for  the 
market. 

Dkvei.oi’Ment  in  the  Empire. 

To  sura  up,  the  position  with  regard  to  the  future  develop¬ 
ment  of  these  flax  fields  with  the  British  Empire  may  be 
put  as  follows:  — 

In  all  of  them  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  flax  can  be  , 

successfully  grown,  and  the  question  is  simply  whether,  in  I 

view  of  the  economic  conditions  of  the  crop,  it  is  likely  to 
bo  a  success,  not  merely  under  the  present  abnormal  condi¬ 
tions  created  by  the  war,  but  under  whatever  conditions 
may  finally  be  established  as  normal  after  the  war.  It  is 
very  probable  that,  at  least  in  certain  cases,  the  possibilities 
of  these  areas  may  be  so  clearly  demonstrated,  and  the 
industry  so  firmly  established  while  flax  is  still  at  or  near  its 
])resent  abnormal  level  of  prices,  that  these  new  areas  will 
be  able  to  carry  on  the  production  of  flax  on  a  large  scale 
under  whatever  conditions  may  arise  later  on,  and  so  pro-  , 
vide  the  Empire  with  a  permanent  supply  of  the  raw  material 
within  its  own  bounds. 

BECOMMEXDATIOXS.  ! 

The  Committee  make  the  following  recommendations:  — 

1.  It  is  undesirable  that  an  industry  so  important  as  the 
British  Linen  Trade  should  remain  largely  dependent  upon 
external  sources  of  supply  for  its  raw  material,  especially 
as  the  industry  has  proved  to  be  indispensable  in  war  time. 

2.  The  efforts  made  by  the  Government  under  the 
ncK'essity  of  abnormal  war  conditions  to  foster  the  revival 
of  flax  growing  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  to  extend  its 
cultivation  within  the  Empire  have  achieved  a  considerable 
measure  of  success,  and  it  is  essential  that  these  efforts 
sliould  be  continued  until  full  value  has  been  derived  from 
them. 

Great  Britain. 

3.  (a)  The  efforts  made  under  the  stress  of  war  conditions 
to  revive  flax  growing  in  England  and  Scotland  have  been 
c'ssentially  experimental  in  their  character,  the  main  point 
being  to  determine  whether  under  modern  conditions,  in¬ 
cluding  the  use  of  machinery  and  the  central  retting  process, 
it  is  iKxssible  to  re-establish  the  industry  on  a  large  scale 
and  on  a  sound  economic  basis.  In  Great  Britain  it  is  desir¬ 
able  that  this  work  should  be  continued  until  sufficient  data  j 
are  accumulated  to  provide  a  definite  answer  to  this  question. 

3.  (b)  In  the  event  of  the  result  of  these  experiments  being 
unfavourable  to  the  continuance  of  the  English  and  Scottisli 
schemes  on  an  economic  basis,  the  question  will  still  remain 
whether  part  of  the  area  and  of  the  establishment  should 
be  retained  for  further  experimental  purposes  on  the  lines 
of  purely  scientific  research. 

3.  (c)  Research  should  be  undertaken  into  the  jiossihili- 
ties  of  further  mechanical  improvements  in  the  means  of 
cultivating  and  handling  flax. 

Irel.\nd. 

4.  (a)  The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  I'echnical 
Instruction  should  at  once  take  steps  to  develop  and  extend 
their  existing  schemes  for  the  encouragement  of  flax  growing 
in  Ireland,  and  for  this  purpose  they  should  be  provided 
with  funds  to  enable  them:  — 

(1)  To  provide  further  instruction  in  the  cultivation  and  , 

handling  of  the  crop,  and  to  devote  special  atten-  ' 
tion  to  the  new  districts  where  instruction  is  j 
most  needed.  I 

(2)  To  continue  and  extend  their  investigations  into  the  , 

selection,  improvement  and  supply  of  the  varie-  j 
ties  of  seed  best  suited  to  Irish  conditions,  and 
other  questions  affecting  the  growing  of  flax'in 
Ireland. 

(3)  To  make  permanent  provision  for  the  training  of  , 

instructors  and  scutchers. 

(4)  To  give  loans  for  the  erection  of  new,  and  for  the  i 

repair  and  extension  of  existing,  scutchmills. 

X’ORTH  OF  IrEL.AND. 

4.  (b)  The  work  of  the  Flax  .Society  may  also  be  regarded  i 
as  mainly  an  experiment  directed  to  the  same  problem  as  I 
that  of  the  English  and  Scottish  schemes,  and  should  in  i 
the  same  wav  be  continued  for  such  time  as  is  necessary  to  | 
secure  ita  full  experimental  value. 

South  of  Ireland. 

4.  (c)  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  an  experiment 
shoHld  be  made  on  a  sufficiently  large  scale  to  test  the  ' 
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feasibility  of  reviving  the  flax-growing  industry  in  the  Soiitb 
of  Ireland  on  factory  lines,  and  for  this  purpose  at  least  two 
units  of  the  area  of  1 .000  acres  each  should  be  established 
in  the  South,  as  already  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

Canada. 

5.  The  scheme  for  the  supply  of  fibre  seed  from 
Western  C'anada  should  be  continued  until  such  a  time  as, 
owing  to  the  return  of  normal  conditions  or  the  development 
of  other  sources  of  supply,  the  question  of  seed  supply  for 
the  United  Kingdom  is  put  on  a  permanently  satisfactory 
basis. 

British  East  Africa. 

6.  (a)  The  results  already  achieved  in  British  East  Africa 
wairant  the  hope  that  success  in  this  area  is  likely  to  be 
permanent.  That  nothing  may  be  lacking  on  the  part  cf 
the  authorities  to  ensure  this  success,  we  recommend:  — 

(1)  The  provision  at  central  points  of  machinery  for  the 

treatment  of  flax. 

(2)  The  development  of  agricultural  research  and  experi¬ 

ment  in  flax  production  in  the  Protectorate  by 
such  means  as  after  suitable  investigation  the 
local  Department  of  Agriculture  may  suggest ; 
and 

(3)  The  provision  of  expert  assistance  in  the  preparation 

and  grading  of  flax  for  the  market. 

(i.  (b)  The  scheme  for  the  settlement  of  slightly  disabled 
.soldiers  in  British  East  .Africa  should  be  adopted,  and  if 
suc(  cssful  should  be  made  the  first  of  other  schemes  for  the 
settling  of  soldiers  in  this  colony,  where  the  conditions  seem 
to  be  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  production  of  flax. 


Notes  on  Trade. 


(ir/Mk  ctrrj  care  is  exercised  to  ensure  the  accuracy  of 
aiijf  explanatory  articles  or  notes  relating  to  Acts,  Itegula- 
tions,  Orders,  etc.,  published  in  the  “Journal,”  it  must  he 
understood  that  such  exiAanations  are  necessarily  in  the 
nature  of  summaries,  and  cannot  be  quoted  as  authoritative 
legal  interpretations  of  the  text  of  the  documents  them¬ 
selves.} 


COMMERCIAL  LAW  DECISIONS  IN  THE 
ARGENTINE. 

The  following  legal  decisions  affecting  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  have  recently  been  promulgated  in  the  Argentine 
Republic. 

Payment  of  Bills  of  I^xciiange. 

A  recent  decision  given  by  the  Judge  of  the  Com.nier- 
cial  Court'  at  Buenos  Aires,  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
di'awee  of  a  bill  of  exchange  payable  against  documents 
cannot  insist  on  inspecting  the  merchandise  before  pay¬ 
ing  the  bill. 

The  case  in  question  was  a  claim  for  the  sum  of 
31,459'72  dels,  in  respect  of  twenty-five  tons  of  calcium 
carbide,  sold  c.i.f.  Buenos  Aires,  payment  against  pres¬ 
entation  of  bin  of  lading.  The  consignees  refused  to 
meet  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  they  had  not  inspected 
and  verified  the  merchandise,  and  claimed  that  under 
Article  465  of  the  Commercial  Code,  they  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  pay  until  they  had  so  inspected  the 
goods.  The  Court  ruled  that  even  if  a  buyer  has  a 
general  right  to  inspect  goods  before  payment,  this 
right  is  waived  by  the  express  clause  in  the  conditions 
of  sale  that  payment  will  be  made  on  presentation  of 
documents,  but  wdthout  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the 
buyer  to  claim  against  the  seller  in  respect  of  inferior 
quality  or  quantify  of  the  merchandise  under  Articles 
472  and  473  of  the  Commercial  Code. 

Bankruptcy  Decision. 

A  decision  of  importance  in  Argentine  Bankruptcy 
Law  was  given  recently  by  the  Supreme  Court,  to  the 
effect  that  a  bankrupt  whose  name  does  not  appear  on 
the  Commercial  Register  is  not  precluded  from  obtain¬ 
ing  his  discharge,  and  being  rehabilitated,  by  his  failure 
to  register  as  a  trader  in  the  Commercial  Register. 
It  was  previously  held  under  Art.  26,  Item  4.  of  the 
Code  of  Commerce  that  the  unregistered  trader  who 
became  banknipt  could  not  be  reinstated,  but  the 
Supreme  Court  has  now  decided  that  this  prohibition 
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ie  contraiy  to  Art.  14  of  the  Argentine  Constitution, 
which  guarantees  the  right  of  trade  to  all  inhabitants 
of  the  Repubhc. 

JAPANESE  ENTERPRISE  IN  BRAZIL. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused  in  Brazihan 
coiumei'cial  circles  by  the  visit  to  Brazil  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Tokio.  He 
has  visited  the  coffee  districts  of  liibeirao  Preto,  and 
*  other  agricultural  districts  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo, 
and  has  been  received  at  a  special  session  of  the  Rio 
;  de  Janeiro  Commercial  Association,  to  which  he  was 
^  accompanied  by  the  Japanese  Minister.  In  reply  to 
a  speech  of  welcome  he  referred  in  eulogistic  teixns  to 
the  great  future  which  Brazil  offered  as  a  market  for 
I  Japanese  manufactures,  and  stated  that  on  his  return 
to  Japan  he  would  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  visit  of 
Brazilian  delegates  to  that  country. 

The  Japanese  Minister  also  addressed  the  assembly 
and,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  referred  to  the  monthly 
sendee  which  Japanese  steamers  already  maintained 

I  with  Brazil,  and  which  would  shortly  be  increased. 
He  also  expressed  great  hopes  as  to  the  strengthening 
of  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries  which 
would  result  from  the  opening  of  the  branches  of  the 
Yokohama  Specie  Bank  in  Brazil,  for  which  a  charter 
had  already  been  solicited  from  the  Brazilian  Govern¬ 
ment. 


I  GERMAN  ACTIVITY  IN  ITALY. 

The  much  debated  discussion  as  to  the  possible 
flooding  of  the  Italian  market  with  German  goods  is 
attracting  much  attention  in  Genoese  industrial  circles. 

I  .tgents  who  visit  the  British  Chambers  of  Commerce 

I  often  comment  on  the  offers  coming  from  Switzerland, 
ostensibly  from  Swiss  firms,  but  in  reality  from  German 
firms  who,  in  many  instances,  have  goods  already  on 
the  frontier  waiting  for  delivery  into  Italy.  These 
firms,  states  H.M.  Commercial  Counsellor  at  Rome, 
are  willing  to  give  Italian  houses  three  months’  credit 
at  1  per  cent,  interest,  and  quote  prices  for  the  goods 
delivered  in  Genoa,  whereas  British  firms  quote  f.o.b. 
London  and  prices  sterling  instead  of  lire.  It  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  Italian  houses  if  British  firms 
would  state  prices  in  terms  of  the  purchasing  country. 
.Although  the  exchange  in  Italy  is  still  very  high,  it  is 
thought  that  in  a  few  months’  time  the  value  of  the 
lira  wflll  be  higher,  consequently  relieving  the  present 
difficult  trade  conditions  between  Italy  and  England. 
Italy  is  at  present  in  need  of  the  following  classes  of 
I  goods: — Dyes,  inks,  hosiery,  boots  and  shoes, 

chemicals,  machinery,  typewriting  machines  and  sup- 
i  plies,  heavy  oils,  meats,  preserves  and  cloth. 


PROPOSED  COFFEE  MONOPOLY  IN  ITALY. 

By  two  Decrees  recently  published,  the  coffee  mono¬ 
poly  will  not  come  into  force  in  Italy,  and  it  is  probable 
that  a  law  will  be  passed,  based  on  the  principle  of 
freedom  of  commerce  with  a  tax  on  a  sliding  scale 
according  to  the  place  of  origin.  The  first  Decree  (No. 
1064)  prorogues  the  coming  into  force  of  the  monopoly 
of  substitutes  of  coffee,  and  the  second  (No.  106G)  pro¬ 
rogues  the  application  of  the  Decree  of  18th  May  to  the 
abolition  of  the  tax  on  the  manufacture,  and  of  the 
communal  customs  on  substitutes  of  coffee. 


f  SHIPMENTS  TO  SOUTH  RUSSIA. 

:  The  Agency  in  London  (Empire  House,  Kingsway, 
■  ^.C.2)  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry  at 
T  Ekaterinodar  has  informed  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade  that  the  task  of  the  Ministry,  which  is  doing 
j  everything  in  its  power  to  promote  the  exchange  of  goods 
!  between  this  country  and  South  Russia,  wiU  be  facili¬ 
tated  if  British  merchants  and  exporters  will  advise  the 
wndon  Agency  of  any  proposed  shipments  to  South 
Kussia.  The  Agency  wdll  then  telegraph  particulars  to 
tbe  Ministry  of  Commerce  at  Ekaterinodar,  which  will 
take  measures  to  secure  every  facility  for  the  goods  as 
soon  as  they  reach  port  in  Russia. 


NOTES  ON  TRADE  — continued. 


Axglo-Rcssi.\x  Cu.\mber  of  CoM.MEUC'E. 

An  .;Ynglo-Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  re¬ 
cently  fonned  at  Ekaterinodar  for  the  territory  which 
is  under  the  rule  of  General  Denikin,  tlie  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  forces  in  South  Russia.  The  Chamber 
was  constituted  at  Ekaterinodar,  and  Mr.  Lebedeff,  the 
^Minister  of  Commerce,  was  elected  President.  The 
Chamber  occupies  an  official  position  under  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce. 

Eix.vncixg  British  Trade. 

A  telegram  has  been  received  from  Colonel  McAlpine, 
of  the  British  Mission  to  Ekaterinodar,  stating  that  the 
Government  Insurance  Scheme  for  trade  with  South 
Russia  has  been  discussed  by  him  with  the  Government 
Authorities  at  Ekatcrinodai’.  The  latter  expressed 
great  satisfaction  with  the  insurance  proposals,  and 
promised  to  show  full  reciprocity  in  facilities  for  Britisli 
traders. 


BELGIAN  IMPORT  LICENCES. 

The  Commissioner-General  of  the  Belgian  Govern¬ 
ment  in  London  announces  that  Import  Licences  are 
no  longer  requfred  for  seeds.  No  Import  Licences  for 
Belgium  are  now  required,  except  for  wheat,  wheateu 
flour  and  sugar. 


SECOND  PAN-AMERICAN  CONGRESS. 

An  announcement  has  been  made  in  Washington  that 
a  second  Pan-American  Congress  w  ill-  probably  be  held 
in  January  next  at  Washington,  for  the  further  dis¬ 
cussion  of  means  whereby  trade  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  countries  of  Latin  America  may 
be  developed.  The  particulars  so  far  available  are 
contained  in  the  following  extracts  from  a  report  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  Wasliington  press: — 

“Dr.  L.  S.  Rowe,  who  was  secretary  of  the  first  Pan- 
American  Congress,  a  linguist  and  authority  on  the  Americas, 
has  been  apfwinted  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Glass  as 
secretary  of  the  second  Pan-American  Conference,  which 
will  assemble  here  in  January. 

“A  foundation  for  the  conference  was  laid  at  the  recent 
trade  conference  held  here  on  the  invitation  of  the  Pan- 
American  Union.  South  American  trade  and  closer  business 
and  financial  relations  with  the  Americas  are  the  principal 
topics  of  interest  in  those  branches  of  the  Government 
having  to  do  with  finance  and  trade,  as  well  as  in  American 
business  and  financial  circles.  Industry  generally  is  looking 
to  the  South  American  field  and  to  the  raw  material  markets 
'  there. 

“Official  invitations  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  second 
financial  conference  are  being  sent  out  by  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  to  all  the  American  Republics.  Each  such  delegation 
will  be  headed  by  the  Minister  of  b’inance  of  the  country 
repiesented.  A  conference  between  Secretary  Glass  and  the 
Ministers  of  Finance  is  expected  to  be  a  feature  of  the 
conference.” 


PROMOTION  OF  INDUSTRIAL  ENTERPRISE  IN 
SOUTH  AFRICA. 

A  body  eirtitled  “  The  National  Industrial  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Africa,  Ltd.,”  has  been  incorporated  on  the 
initiation  of  the  National  Bank  of  South  Africa,  Ltfl., 
with  a  view  to  financing  and  fostering  industrial  under¬ 
takings  in  South  Africa.  It  will  specially  devote  itself 
to  the  encouragement  of  industrial  enterprise  by  means 
of  financial  aid  and  othenvise  as  may  seem  desirable. 
The  Corporation  is  prepared  to  provide  financial  assist¬ 
ance  to  approved  concerns  in  tHe  form  of  long-dated 
loans  and  by  subscribing  capital,  repayment  of  which 
may  be  extended  over  a  longer  period  than  is  usually 
conceded  by  bankers.  The  present  company  is  taking 
up  the  \vork  which  has  for  some  years  been  carried  out 
i  by  another  well-known  company. 

South  African  industries  have  received  a  considerable 
impetus  during  the  war,  as  the  Census  statistics  pub¬ 
lished  from  time  to  time  in  the  ‘‘Journal”  show, 
i  Ample  scope  exists  for  the  creation  and  extension  of 
I  industrial  enterprises  in  the  Union,  where  raw  material 
I  is,  of  course,  abundant. 
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Imperial  and  Foreign 
Trade. 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

BRITISH  INDIA, 

wi:ekly  CAiiEi:. 

The  liitlimi  'J’liulo  (kwiiiuihsionor  in  London  has  received 
tlie  following  cable,  dated  23rd  .Inly,  from  the  Director- 
General  of  Commercial  Intelligence,  Calcutta:  — 

St'ASON. 

GcuhI  rain  throughout  except  in  North-West  Frontier 
I’roviiices. 

Markets. 

Dombay  Cotton  Market  revived  interest,  better  tone.  Fidly 
good  flroach,  July-August,  quoted  lls.G35.  PicK-e-goods 
-Market  improving,  feeling  optimistic.  Calcutta  Jute 
Market  very  firm,  though  business  limited.  Hessians  firm 
with  strong  demand  advancing  prices.  Sackings  also  firm 
with  itioderate  enquiry. 

AUSTRALIA. 

IMIOGIJKSS  OF  THE  NEW  SOUTH  WALES 
OUAIN  SILOS. 

'J’he  woi  k  of  eic»cting  wheat  silos  in  New  South  Wales  is 
proceeding,  and  local  growers  now  hope  to  bo  secured 
against  the  disastrous  lossc's  which  a  prolific  season  was 
liable  to  inflict  upon  them. 

Silos  have  been  ercx^tecl  at  a  number  of  country  centres, 
and  a  terminal  depot  is  being  c'stablished  at  Glebe  Island 
in  Sydnej’  Harbour,  where  the  wheat  will  be  handled  in  bulk 
and  placed  aboard  the  freighters  which  will  carry  it  to  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

.\t  Glebe  Island  70  silos  are  being  built,  each  capable  of 
holding  80,000  bushels  of  wheat,  also  a  working  house, 
where  the  wheat  w  ill  be  cleaned,  graded,  and  blendc*d,  and 
all  the  necessary  and  complex  arrangements  for  taking  it 
from  the  railway  trucks  and  placing  it  in  the  silos,  taking  it 
from  the  silos  to  the  working  house,  and  from  the  working 
house  to  the  wharves,  where  from  the  gantries  it  will  be 
delivered— all  w  ithout  handling — into  the  holds  of  the  ships. 

-A  number  of  large  wooden  moulds  have  been  constructed, 
some  2<)  ft.  high,  which  will  enca.se  substantial  pillars  for 
;i  concrete  flcxir,  from  which  will  spring  the  70  silos,  each 
•30  ft.  in  diameter,  rising  108  ft.  in  tlie  air,  and  will  supjmrt 
a  cewering  rexcf.  These  silos  are  to  occupy  the  rear  jortion 
of  the  ground  away  from  the  water  front.  Between  them 
and  the  railway  tracks,  wliich  will  flank  the  wharves,  will 
the  working  house,  a  four-floor  building  200  ft.  high, 
Sind  covering  a  space  200  ft.  by  74  ft. 

In  order  to  work  concrete  at  these  heights  two  210ft. 
Iiigh  scaffolding  towers  were  designed  to  carry  the  lifting 
derricks,  and  the  raising  of  one  of  these  from  the  horizontal 
io  the  perpendicular  rvas  recently  accomplished.  .At  the 
thirst  attempt  the  engines  failed,  the  supply  of  compressed 
air  was  not  available,  and  the  operation  had  to  be  postponed 
for  a  couple  of  days.  At  the  second  attempt  two  railway 
hx-omotives  reinforced  the  hauling  plant,  and  after  some 
■-toppages  in  order  to  rectify  certain  matters  that  had  gone 
wrong,  it  was  jilaced  in  position. 

NEW  ( 'HILLING  FACTORY  AT  SYDNEY.’ 

in  Sydney  the  newly-apjKiinted  Meat  Board  have  made 
certain  projxisals  in  connection  w  ith  the  abattoirs  at  Home- 
bush,  which  will  involve  an  exjienditure  of  some  £390,000, 
half  of  which  is  covered  by  cash  and  assets  in  the  Board’s 
possession.  Their  projiosals,  as  adopted  by  the  New  South 
Al'ales  Cabinet,  comprise:  — 

£ 

Insulated  building  for  freezing  purjioses  ...  150,(XX) 

Oleo  building  and  plant  .  20,000 

F^xtension  of  b.v-product  department  .  10,000 

Canning  factory  .  20,000 

Bacon  factory  .  10,000 

Pig  and  poultry  feed  department  and 

machinery  .  10,000 

Alteration  to  abattoirs  and  completion  of 

present  chilling  rooms  . 20,000 

New  depot  at  Rozelle  .  150,000 

Total  .  390,000 

Members  of  the  Ikiard  are  satisfied  that  the  abattoirs  will 
never  realise  the  full  measure  of  their  value  until  the  whole 
of  these  works  are  completed.  A  beginning  is  to  be  made 
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at  once,  and  the  additions  will  be  t^arried  out  by  the  Nov 
.South  Wales  Works  Department  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Meat  Board. 


CAxNAUA.  : 

INDUSTRIAL  CONGRESS  IN  ALRERTA. 

(From  II.M.  Trade  Commissioner.) 

WlNNIPKC. 

All  Industrial  Congress  is  to  bo  held  in  Alberta  during  the 
week,  llth-lOth  August,  the  objects  of  which  are:  — 

(1)  To  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  interesting 

capital  in  the  development  of  AYeetern  Canada.  * 

(2)  lo  advertise  the  national  resources  and  industries  of 

Alberta  by  the  publication  of  reliable  data  and 
addresses  by  well-known  technical  and  business 
men. 

1,3)  To  discuss  AVestern  markets  and  industrial  conditions, 
and  the  future  adjustment  as  betvvt>en  Eastern 
and  AA'estern  Canada. 

Invitations  to  attend  have  been  sent  to  20,000  industrial 
men  on  the  North  American  continent.  The  Imperial  Tradi 
Correspondent  at  Calgary  states  that  there  is  a  strong  desin 
for  English  manufacturers  to  attend  or  to  be  represented. 

AA'estern  Canada  desires  to  establish  manufacturing  plant-  j 
in  certain  lines,  for  which  the  raw  material  is  either  produced 
in  the  territory,  or  obtained  as  easily  as  in  Eastern  Canad.t 
Owing  to  the  climatic  conditions  of  this  region,  outside 
work  is  not  possible  for  six  month*  or  the  year,  and  con- 
quentR-  there  is  a  certain  percentage  of  floating  fcopulation. 
It  is  felt  that  establishment  of  more  manufacturing  plants 
will  stabilise  labour  conditions,  save  tno  heavy  expense  of 
long  rail  haul  from  the  East,  and  aid  in  the* development 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the  AA'est 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

TRADE  CONDITIONS  IN  OTAGO  DISTRICT.  | 

{From  the  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent.)  I 

Dlnedix.  I 

'riie  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  course  of  markets  abroad  f 
is  still  affecting  trade  in  this  district.  The  shortage  of  | 
labour  for  public  works  and  local  industries,  a  shortage  of  I 
feed  for  stock,  and  the  limitation  of  freezing  space,  are  crip-  I 
pling  agricultural  enterprise  and  progress.  The  dairvinc  f 
industry  is  also  adversely  affected.  '  I 

Pexetr.vtion'  of  Amehic.\x  Meat  Trust.  | 

'I'o  add  to  the  farmers’  troubles,  the  American  Meat  Tru>i  | 
which  has  established  itself  in  markets  previously  open  t<i  I 
New  Zealand  exporters,  but  temporarily  closed  to  them  on  f 
account  of  their  contracts  with  tlie  Imperial  Government,  u  i 
gaining  such  a  footing  in  this  country  as  to  seriouslj  E 
threaten  tlie  interests  of  the  firms  at  present  cemnected  witt  I 
the  trade.  | 

The  Government  is,  however,  preparing  to  meet  thi<  E 
danger.  It  is  also  acquiring  and  sub-dividing  considerable  I 
areas  of  pastoral  land  for  the  use  of  returning  soldiers  I 
Another  favourable  feature  is  the  attention  that  is  beiiu  I 
given  to  the  growth  of  lucerne  as  fodder  for  stock.  The  I 
cultivation  of  the  plant  in  Otago  is  rapidly  extending,  with  I 
prospective  beneficial  effect  on  the  stock-carrying  capacity  | 
of  the  drier  areas.  I 

The  fruit-growing  industry-,  too,  is  making  steady  pro-  p 
gress,  and  should  find  a  large  and  jirofitable  market  in  l| 
Eastern  and  South  America  when  suitable  carrying  arrange-  | 
ments  are  macle.  This  industry  promises  to  be  of  great  - 
importance  to  the  Otago  district. 

Notwithstanding  the  temporary  disabilities  from  whies 
local  trade  is  suffering,  there  is  no  suggestion  of  weaknes- 
in  any  branch  of  it.  It  must  bo  admitted,  however,  that 
the  present  industrial  unrest  is  serious. 

- - - 

EGYPT. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  MARCH. 

{From  the  Ministry  of  Finance.) 

As  compared  with  March,  1918,  the  figures  for  the  !>»“* 
month  of  1919  show  a  very  considerable  diminution  u 
imports.  Exports,  on  the  other  hand,  show  an  increase. 

Imports.  Exjiorts. 

£E.  £E. 

March,  1918  .  4.288, 7G9  5,233,676 

March,  1919  .  2,713,110  5,770,591 

For  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  imports  reacneo 
£E.  10,380,815,  showing  a  diminution  of  £E. 1.234, 963, 
f*omparod  with  1918.  Exports  totalled  £E.15,833,856» 
ing  an  increase  of  £E. 2,741,093,  as  compared  with  1918. 
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Imports. 

Tiie  volume  of  goods  iinjmrted  from  Great  liritain  shows 
a  very  considerable  diminution  as  compared  with  the  month 
of  Maich,  1018,  the  figures  being;  — 


£E. 

For  ]f>lS  . . .  2,14o,3oo 

For  101!*  .  1,101, 253 


Diminution  in  1919  .  1,044,102 


ImiK>rt.s  from  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire  totalled 
i;E.438,510,  as  against  in  1918  £E. 719,494;  showing  a 
jeduction  for  1919  of  £E. 280, 984. 

Exports.  , 

Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  have  also  fallen  off  more  i 
than  30  ])er  cent,  at  £E. 1,073,359,  tho  figures  for  1918 
being  £IC. 3,503,4 11. 

Exjmrts  to  other  parts  of  the  rJritish  Empire  were 
£E115,G34,  as  against  in  1919  £E.57,353,  being  an  increase  i 
of  £E.58,301. 

I’RiNCip.tL  Imports  duri.ng  M.vrch. 


Hides,  skins  and  leather  gcxKls  .  41,490 

C’ereals,  flour  and  agricultural  produce  ...  250,756 

Spirits,  beverages  and  oils  ....  .  400,080 

Chemical  and  medicinal  products  and 

perfumery  .  234,472 

Metals  and  metalware  .  106,154 

Wood  and  coal  .  384,153 

Yarns  and  textiles  .  766,420 

Princip.\t,  E.xports. 

£E. 

(!i>lton  . 4,998,891 

(iotton  seed  .  163,259 

Eggs  .  58,630 


ADEN. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  1917-18. 

In  the  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Aden  for 
1917-18,  the  total  trade  of  the  Port  for  the  year  shows  a 
decrease  of  £1,920,746 — merchandise  decreased  by 
£1.551,811,  and  treasure  by  £368,935. 

Foreign  trade  decreased  from  £7,079,026  to  £5,400,612— 
merchandise  bv  £1,395,007  and  treasure  by  £283.337.  In¬ 
dian  trade  decreased  from  £2,833,537  to_  £2,600,924 — mer¬ 
chandise  by  £146,905,  and  treasure  by  £85,708.  Land  trade 
showed  .a  slight  decrease  from  £139,724  to  £130.005 — mer¬ 
chandise  by  £9,829,  hut  a  slight  increase  of  £110  under 
trea.-sure. 

Government  .8tore.s  and  Government  Treasure  amounted 
to  (approximately)  £409,071  as  against  £140,123  the  year 
before,  showing  an  increase  of  £268,948.  These  figures  can¬ 
not  be  considered  as  even  approximately  correct,  and  are  far 
below  the  actuals.  Although  the  number  of  packages 
handled  is  furnished,  the  value  and  other  details  are  lacking. 

Princtp.vt.  Tncrk.^ses  .\nd  Decre.xses. 

The  prim  ii)al  decreases  in  the  general  trade  were  in  coal, 
cotton  piece-goods,  chemicals,  dates,  drugs  and  medicines, 
hides  and  skins  raw,  gums  and  resins,  grain  and  pulse,  ivory 
unmanufactured,  metals,  motor  cars  and  parts,  j>earls,  provi¬ 
sions,  paper  and  jiasteboard.  sugar,  soap,  shells,  tea  and 
treasure.  ’I’lie  chief  items  which  show  increases  are  coffee, 
cotton  twist  and  yarn,  dyeing  and  tanning  materials,  juto 
bags,  wax,  articles  per  jiost,  salt,  .seids,  spices  and  tobacco : 
and  the  last  four  items  decreased  in  quantity,  but  increased 
in  value. 

Imports. 

The  grand  total  of  the  sea-borne  trade  of  imports  and 
cx|X)rts  eomhined,  amounted  to  £8,001,536,  as  compared 
with  £9,912,563  the  year  previous,  showing  a  decrea.so  of 
£1,911.027,  or  19-28  ‘per  cent.  Tmixirts  of  foreign  mer¬ 
chandise  amounted  to  £1.921,441  as  against  £2,550.673  the 
>ear  before,  showing  a  decrease  of  £629,232  or  24-66  per 
cent.  Imports  of  Indian  merchandise  decreased  from 
£2,309.!i33  to  £2,143,317,  or  by  £166,616.  or  7-21  per  cent. 
Exports  of  foreign  merchandise  amounted  to  £3.117,127  .u-s 
against  £3,882,972,  showing  a  decrease  of  £765,845  or  19-72 
per  cent.  Exports  of  Indian  merchandise  increa.sed  from 
£292,337  to  £312,048  or  by  £19,711  or  6-70  per  cent.  Imports 
of  foreign  treasure  di'creased  in  gold  by  £17,164  .and  in  silver 
by  £83.597.  Exports  of  foreign  treasure  decreased  in  gold 
by  £6,831  and  in  silver  hv  £175,763.  Imports  of  Indian 
treasure  decreas^  in  gold  by  £400,  hut  increasecl  in  silver 
by  £89.  Ex|K>rts  of  Indian  treasure  decreased  in  gold  by 
£101,280,  but  increased  in  silver  by  £15,883. 

Exports. 

Aden  being  principally  a  re-exporting  and  distributing 
pert,  the  rise  and  fall  in  imports  must  necessarily  be  reflected 
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Ill  the  exports.  The  total  value  of  the  export  sea-borne 
trade  of  the  port,  exclusive  of  treasure,  amounted  to 
£3,429,175,  as  compared  with  £4,175,3u9  the  year  before, 
showing  a  decrease  of  £746,134.  Treasure  decreased  bv 
£267,991,  in  gold  by  £108,111,  and  in  silver  by  £159,880. 
Direction  of  Tr.^de. 

The  total  sea-hourne  trade,  excluding  treasure,  amounted 
to  £7,493,933.  The  relative  positions  of  the  countries  com¬ 
pared  w  ith  the  year  previous  are  the  same  but  every  grouj> 
exhibits  a  decrease  and  the  share  of  the  United  States  of 
America  again  decreased  considerably. 

The  British  Empire  leads  with  a*  total  of  £4,323,-590,  of 
which  India’s  share  is  £2,456,750.  Africa’s  total  amounts  to 
£1,941,110,  followed  by  Asia  with  a  total  of  £929,100,  then 
the  United  States  of  America  with  £178,690  only,  and  EuroiH- 
with  the  lowest  total  of  £121,410. 

The  British  Empire  decreased  to  a  great  extent  in  imports 
from  and  exports  to  tho  United  Kingdom,  and  BritisJi 
.Somaliland;  imports  from  India  and  exports  to  Suakin. 
There  was  a  largo  increase  in  exj)orts  to  Egvpt. 

Europe  decreased  from  £193,280  to  £121,440,  chiefly  in 
trade  with  Italy  and  France.  ’ 

Africa  decreased  from  £2,014,800  to  £1,941,110,  due  prin¬ 
cipally  to  exports  to  Massowah,  and  the  import  and  export 
trade  with  independent  Somali  Ports.  Trade  with  Djibouti 
decreased  in  imports  but  increased  in  exports. 

Asia  decreased  from  £1,094,760  to  £929,100,  chieflv  in 
imports  from  Turkey  ;  imports  and  exports  from  Japan’and 
the  Red  Sea  Ports  and  Arabian  Gulf  Ports,  and  imports 
I  from  Persia. 

I  The  I  ii'tcd  States  of  America  shows  another  large  de- 
1  crease  following  on  the  last  year,  in  im])orts  of  grey  piet-e- 
I  goods,  soap,  etc.,  and  in  exports  of  coffee  and  skins,  raw. 
I  particularly. 


EUROPE. 


POLAND. 


i  ■  1-TNANCIAL  SITUATION. 

The  question  of  finance  in  unified  Poland  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  complicated,  and  at  the  present  moment  the  various 
I  coins  in  circulation  are  being  replaced  by  a  national  curren-iy. 

'  The  five  coins  in  circulation  are  the‘  German  mark,  the 

Austrian  kroner,  the  Russian  rouble,  and  the  Polish  mark 
issued  by  the  German  Government  in  occupation  in  Poland, 
and  the  Ijithuanian  rouble  issued  by  the  German  authorities 
I  in  occupation  in  Lithuania.  These  different  kinds  of  paper 
;  money  are  distributed  in  the  following  way,  according  to  the 
Adviser  to  the  new  Polish  Ministry  on  Foreign  Affairs;  — 
The  total  of  kroners  circulating  in ‘Poland  can  be  estimated 
I  at  500,000,000;  the  total  Gernmn  marks  at  200,000,000; 
the  total  Polish  marks  at  100,000, (XMl ;  and,  finally,  the  total 
roubles  at  3 — 400,000,000.  That  is  to  say,  the  total  of  the 
whole  country  is  1,000,000,000  marks,  or  about  400  marks 
I  per  head  of  the  population.  These  coins,  together  with 
]  enrrcncy  inflation,  are  considerably  greater  than  the  needs 
of  exchange,  and  they  thus  hinder  the  reconstruction  of 
I  industry,  and  at  tho  same  time  increase  to  a  very  large 
extent  tho  cost  of  living.  Moreover,  they  are  favourable  to 
!  speculation,  destroying  inland  trade,  and  in  consequence 
encroach  considerahh-  on  foreign  trade. 

The  New  Currency. 

,  In  order  to  obtain  a  more  normal  state  of  things  the 
;  Government  of  the  Polish  Republic  has  created  a  monetary 

I  standard  “The  Zloty,’’  that  is,  a  Polish  florin,  the  par  value 

of  which  will  bo  that  of  the  French  franc  and  which  will 
contain  0-2!)0  grains  pure  gold.  These  notes  arc  being 
[  printed  in  Paris  and  London.  They  began  to  circulate  in 
.func.  This  monetary  reform  necessarily  involves  the  con- 
'  version  of  all' contracts  and  obligations  entered  into  in 
different  monetary  units  at  different  times,  and  again  the 
i  maintenance  of  tho  exchange  of  the  Polish  “zloty”  on  a  par 
with  the  franc.  As  regards  the  first  problem,  the  intentions 
of  the  Polish  Government  are  as  follows ;  — 

I  All  kroner,  marks,  and  roubles  presented  up  to 
i  a  certain  date  will  be  exchanged  up  to  30  per 

cent,  of  the  amount  presented  in  Polish  zloty,  and 
the  remaining  70  per  cent,  in  5  per  cent,  perpetual  bonds 
'  of  the  Polish  State.  As  regards  the  conversion  of  obliga¬ 
tions  and  contracts  entered  into  before  this  reform,  this  is 
!  to  be  effected  by  discriminating  between  the  periods  during 
I  which  these  contracts  and  obligations  were  concluded. 

I  Obligations  and  contracts  entered  into  before  the  war  will 
be  converted  at  the  highest  possible  rate — that  is,  at  an  cx- 
cliange  equal  or  approaching  the  par  value  of  the  zloty  in 
relation  to  the  franc.  Tho  contracts  of  the  five  last  months 
of  1914,  and  also  those  of  1915,  to  an  inferior  rate  cor- 
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responding  to  the  mean  exchange  of  that  period,  and  so 
on  until  1919,  the  rate  of  n  Inch  will  be  equal  to  the  present 


International  Exchange. 


After  the  principal  task  of  monetary  reform  the  question 
of  the  stabilisation  of  the  Polish  exchange  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 

The  exchange  of  a  country  depends  to  a  large  extent  on 
the  balance  of  trade,  and  it  is  difficult  for  Poland  under  the 
present  circumstances  to  have  a  favourable  balance.  The 
reconstruction  of  industry  and  conuuerce  destroyed  during 
the  war,  and  tho  destructive  economic  policy  of  the  Central 
Empires,  and  also  the  creation  of  communications  will  involve 
large  purchases  of  raw  materials,  by-products,  machines, 
foodstuffs,  in  such  a  volume  that  during  the  first  years  after 
the  war  the  total  will  certainl}’  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
Polish  exports. 

Although  the  excess  of  imjKirts  can  be  to  a  certain  extent 
counterbalanced  by  the  exportation  of  certain  raw  materials, 
such  as  coal,  timber,  petroleum,  zinc,  etc.,  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  a  loan  in  the  Allied  countries  will  be  necessary 
lo  maintain  the  exchange,  and  at  the  same  time  to  allow 
the  reconstruction  and  development  of  the  jiroductive  forces 
of  Poland.  The  amount  and  terms  of  a  loan  depend,  of 
course,  on  the  taxable  resources  of  the  country. 


SPAIN. 


(JLIVE  OIL  TRADE  SITUATION. 

{From  U.M.  Commercial  Secretary.) 

Madrid. 

The  Official  Gazette  of  6th  July  contains  five  Royal  Orders 
affecting  trade  in  olive  oil.  At  the  end  of  June  the  Spanish 
Press  was  almost  unanimous  in  announcing  that  the  Gov- 
einment  had  decided  to  permit  the  free  exportation  of  olive 
<»il.  The  announcements  were  so  positive  that  the  Minister 
of  Supplies  found  it  necessary  to  publish  a  statement  to 
the  effect  that  these  rumours  were  entirely  false,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  tho  actual  circumstances  were  leading  him 
to  take  precisely  the  opjxisite  course.  He  added  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  authorising  any  exixirtation  beyond  the 
quantities  fixed  by  the  Royal  Order  of  13th  January,  1919. 

The  Orders. 

Royal  Order  No.  120  deals  with  the  question  of  the  juice 
of  olive  oil.  Governors  are  reminded  that  it  must  be  publicly 
announced  in  shops  where  the  oil  is  offered  for  sale  in  Spain, 
and  that  the  said  shops  must  keep  a  supply  of  the  quality 
used  by  the  general  public,  as  well  as  of  the  more  expensive 
and  more  highly  refined  ones,  and  sell  them  at  their  respec¬ 
tive  prices  as  fixed  by  this  Law. 

Royal  Order  No.  121  announces  that  licences  which  have 
not  been  taken  advantage  of  within  60  days  will  not  be 
extended  for  more  than  half  that  period.  The  dejmsits 
made  in  aceordance  with  the  permission  to  export  90,000 
tons  will  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  Ministry  until  31st 
December  of  this  year,  after  which,  if  they  have  not  been 
distributed  for  national  consumption,  they  will  be  cancelled, 
unless  extraordinary  circumstances  arise.  Persons  to  whom 
the  oil  in  the  deposits  has  been  awarded  to  be  sold  at  the 
legal  price  must  remove  it  within  30  days. 

Royal  Order  No.  122:  — 

1.  Soap  made  from  olive  waste  is  regarded  as  being  an 
article  of  prime  necessity,  the  price  of  which  should  there¬ 
fore  be  fixed.  It  is  fixed  accordingly :  — 

(a)  Chemically  pure  soaps,  made  from  olive  waste,  first- 
class  green,  at  95"  pesetas  per  100  kilos  on  wagon  or  ship, 
containers  at  the  cost  of  the  seller. 

(b)  Chemically  pure  soap  made  from  olive  waste,  second- 
class,  green,  90  pesetas  per  100  kilos.  Same  terms  as  above. 

(c)  Chemically  pure  soap  made  from  fermented  olive  waste, 
85  pesetas  pe;*  100  kilos.,  same  terms  as  above 

2.  Retailers  must  publicly  announce  prices  and  must 
sell  the  soap  at  the  prices  mentioned,  with  a  surcharge  not 
to  exceed  the  net  cost  of  transport,  with  6  per  cent,  for 
“  Industrial  Utility.” 

3.  Manufacturers  must  provide  retailers  with  the 
necessary  quantities. 

4.  The  soap  must  be  marked  with  a  seal  indicating  its 
quality,  price  and  factory. 

5.  The  prices  mentioned  come  into  force  on  1st  August 
next. 
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Royal  Order  No.  123  provides  for  manufacturers  to  declare- 
their  present  stocks. 

Royal  Order  No.  124  provides  that  from  that  date  no 
further  applications  for  exportation  of  olive  oil  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  ;  that  applications  already  received  should  be  granted 
in  the  order  of  their  dates,  until  the  90,000  tons  have  been- 
exported. 


ASIA. 


JAPAN. 

EXTENSION  OF  OSAKA  WATERWORKS. 

{From  (he  Acting  British  Vice-Consul.) 

Osaka. 

An  extension  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Osaka 
provides  lor  a  population  of  o\cr  3,000,000.  In  their  present 
condition  the  Osaka  "Waterworks  have  a  maximum  capacity 
of  supjily  equivalent  to  the  requirements  of  a  population  of 
1,9-50,Oo5,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  1922  the  demand  will 
reach  this  limit. 

The  new  scheme  aims  at  a  capacity  of  supply  amounting 
to  an  average  of  3-2  cubic  feet  per  day  at  3,100,000  persons. 
This  average  figure  includes  the  demands  of  Osaka’s  many 
factories  and  workshops. 

Tho  estimated  cost  of  the  extension  work  is  put  at 
yen  9,700,000  (approximately  £1,080,000).  Operations  are 
to  be  commenced  in  October  and  completed  by  March,  1923. 
Refore  the  work  can  be  taken  in  hand  the  ajiproval  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  will  have  to  be  obtained,  and  the 
plans  have  already  been  submitted  for  consideration. 

Of  the  machinery,  etc.,  required  in  this  connection  the 
following  items  may  be  of  interest  to  Rritish  manufacturers: 

Three  pumps  for  use  at  the  intake,  capable  of  raising  1.776 
cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute  to  a  height  of  28  feet.  The 
pumps  are  to  be  vertical,  directly  connected  with  motors. 

Twelve  pumps  for  transmitting  water  from  reservoirs, 
capable  of  raising  600  cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute  to  a 
height  of  160  feet.  The  pumps  are  to  be  vertical  pumps, 
turbine  style,  directly  connected  with  motors. 

Three  1,500  kilowatt  dynamos,  directly  connected  with 
steam  turbines. 

Four  1,000  kilowatt  transformers  for  receiving  3,000  kilo¬ 
watt  current. 

A  list  of  United  Kingdom  firms  (with  branches  at  Osaka) 
manufacturing  the  above  machinery  can  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 
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NETHHKL.AND  EAST  INDIES. 


OPENINGS  FOi:  BRITISH  ENGINEERLNG 
FIRMS. 

{From  the  British  l  ice-Co7isul.) 

SOURABAYA. 

The  position  of  the  engineering  trade  in  Java  during  last 
year  was  somewhat  more  difficult  on  account  of  the  more 
stringent  regulations  issued  in  connection  with  export  licences 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Import  firms  have,  however,  lieen 
generally  able  to  mantain  their  supplies  notwithstanding 
these  difficulties. 

Australia  has  again  done  very  large  busine.ss  in  all  classes 
or  iron  and  steel  work  and,  with  judicious  management  and 
attention,  should  be  able  to  maintain  the  busiiu«s  develojied. 

Rritish  manufacturers  have  already  resumed  business  to  a 
large  extent  since  the  Armistice,  and,  when  once  they  have 
a  free  hand  and  labour  troubles  are  settled,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a  larger  volume  of  bu-siness  will  be  done  with  the  Dutch 
East  Indies.  There  is  still  scope  for  more  intensive  activity 
on  tho  part  of  Rritish  manufacturers  in  pushing  their 
goods.  It  is  suggested  fjiat  rejiresontatives  should  bo  sent 
out  here  to  be  attached  to  reputable  firms,  and  make  a  greater 
study  of  local  conditions  than  can  be  accomplished  during  a 
jiassing  visit.  Efforts  should  also  be  made  in  Holland,  where 
a  large  number  of  contracts  for  the  Dutch  East  Indies  are 
closed. 

C/ompetition  has  started  by  America  supplying  large  stocks 
at  prices  considerably  lower  than  those  of  other  countries, 
in  spite  of  higher  freights  from  American  ports. 

Waterworks. 

There  are  now  many  large  schemes  materialising — perhaps 
the  most  notable  of  whicli  is  the  Batavia  water  supply- 
This  scheme  has  been  in  contemplation  for  many  years,  but 
tenders  have  now  been  called  for  covering  the  first  portion 
of  tho  necessary  pipe-lines,  amounting  to  about  4,000  tons. 
The  total  quantity  required  will  eventually  amount  to  ap¬ 
proximately  30,000  tons,  and  the  cost  of  this  work  bas  becH' 
estimated  at  some  10,000,000  guilders. 
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Smaller  towns,  also,  are  demanding  waterworks.  Some 
contracts  have  been  given  out,  and  others  are  delayed  by 
various  causes  but  will,  no  doubt,  materialise  later  on. 
Hydro-Electrical  Schemes. 

Large  schemes  for  the  development  of  electric  j)ower,  with 
high  tension  transmission,  are  in  progress  or  being  worked 

_ one  of  which  will  develop  as  much  as  30,000  h.p. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  Targe  future  for  all  classes  of  electrical 
machinery.  Gorman  competition  has  entirely  ceased  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  natural  suppliers  will  be  Great  Britain, 
Vmerica,  and  Holland,  where  engineering  facilities  have  been 
developed  owing  to  the  war.  No  effort  should  be  spared  by 
British  manufacturers  to  capture  their  share  of  this  im¬ 
portant  trade. 

Shjpbcildi.nc. 

Sliiiibuilding  has  also  been  started  in  the  Hutch  East 
Indies,  and,  with  an  increased  supply  of  skilled  labour,  con¬ 
siderable  development  should  take  place.  At  present  opera¬ 
tions  are  confined  to  wooden  hulls,  but  if  a  steel  industry  is 
started,  as  is  contemplated,  it  is  possible  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  tonnage  suitable  for  the  island  traffic  will  be 
constructed  here. 

11AILW.4YS. 

The  one-day  route  between  Batavia  and  Sourabaya  will,  in 
all  probability,  bo  an  accomplished  fact  before  the  end  of 
this  year.  If  materials  for  railroads,  bridges,  etc.,  had  been 
obtainable,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  finishe.d  last  year. 
There  Is  a  very  great  shortage  of  rolling  stock,  and  heavy 
shipments  are  now  ready  in  Holland.  The  absence  of  British 
rolling  stock  is  particularly  noticeable,  and  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  rectify  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs. 
Sugar  Machinery. 

On  account  of  the  impossibility  of  supplying  sugar 
machinery  during  the  war,  the  mills  were  forci'd  to  carry  on 
with  old  machinery.  This  will  mean  very  large  renewals  in 
the  near  future,  due  to  the  exceptional  wear  and  tear. 
Representatives  of  manufacturers  of  this  class  of  goods 
^hould  come  out  here  i)reparcd  to  submit  full  details,  jtlans, 
prices,  etc.,  when,  no  doubt,  large  orders  could  be  obtained. 
Much  could  also  be  done  by  interviewing  the  agents  of  the 
mills  in  Holland. 

Harbour  Works. 

Considerable  development  is  taking  place  with  harbour 
works,  and  good  progress  is  reported  in  Sourabaya  and 
Macassar. 

LATIN  AMERICA. 

ARGH.NTINK  REPUBLIC. 

IM.M fOR ATIOX  ItEG ULATIOXS. 

(From  II. il.  Minister.) 

Bienos  .Vires. 

The  Argentine  Government  have  extended,  hy  a  Bcsolution 
of  2nd  July,  the  provisions  of  Immigration  ITecrces  to  all 
foreigners  entering  Argentina  as  passengers  by  1st,  2nd,  or 
iflT'other  class. 

Production  of  documents  establishing  identity,  personal 
details,  as  required  by  recent  regulations,  and  also  visa  of 
.Argentine  Consular  Officer,  will  be  required  in  all  cases. 

The  new  system  will  take  effect  on  30th  August  for  arrivals 
irwn  Europe  and  United  States;  on  30th  July  for  arrivals 
from  Brazil;  and  loth  July  for  arrivals  from  Montevideo. 

The  recent  regulations  referred  to  are  contained  in  a 
Decree  of  31st  March,  which  modifies  the  Immigration 
Regulations  in  the  sense  that  the  judicial  certificate  required 
kT  the  Decrees  of  26th  April  and  3rd  October,  1916,  is  no 
huger  indispensable,  and  that  it  can  bo  substituted  by  other 
'^uments,  which  equally  prove  to  the  Argentine  authorities 
‘ttheport  of  disembarkation  the  identity,  good  conduct,  an*d 
itness  for  work  of  immigrants.  In  the  case  of  British  sub¬ 
jects  who  served  in  the  War,  their  discharge  papers  will  be 
*<«pted  on  a  par  with  any  other  formal  document  tending 
to  good  character  and  fitness. 

^  The  Decree  maintains  all  existing  prohibitions  against  the 
^ding  of  unsuitable  immigrants,  but  allows  the  good  con- 
and  aptitude  of  immigrants  for  work  to  be  attested 
J  a  certificate  from  an  Argentine  Consul  or  an  Immigration 
^  certificate  of  authorities  in  the  place 

’  doraicde  of  the  immigrants,  legalised  by  an  Argentine 
nsui  and  Immigration  Agent.  Every  passport  must  bear 
^otwraph  of  the  immigrant  and  the  seal  of  an  Argentine 
sulate  Immigrants  can  appeal  against  an  adverse 
^sion  of  the  Immigration  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of 
•‘gnculture. 
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HIDE  AXD  LEATHER  IXDUSTRY. 

The  leather  industry  is  an  important  factor  in  the  economic 
activity  of  Argentina,  and  has  ;iow  reached  a  high  stage  of 
development. 

The  value  of  the  leather  manufacturing  industry  may  be 
gauged  from  the  following  table,  published  in  “El  Resumen,” 
showing  the  figures  given  of  the  1914  industrial  census  as 
compared  with  those  of  the  1908  census :  — 

1908. 


i 

j 

Tanneries. 

Boot 

and 

Shoe 

Factories. 

Saddlery 

and 

Harness 

Makers. 

No.  of  establishments  .... 

227 

254 

747 

1 

Pesos, 

Pesos, 

Pesos 

,  Capital  . 

i 

paper. 

paper. 

paper. 

11,600,000 

8,100,000 

17,300,000 

Pesos. 

Pesos. 

Pesos. 

1  Value  of  products  manu- 

Paper. 

Paper. 

Paper. 

!  factured  . 

19,200,000 

23,600,000 

15,500,000 

Value  of  raw  materials 

(national)  employed  ... 

11,300,000 

9,500,000 

7,000,000 

Value  of  raw  materials 

(foreign)  emploj’cd  ... 

j 

500,000 

3,500,000 

11,000,000 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Personnel  . 

2,289 

8,088 

3,579 

No.  of  establishments . 

1914. 

289 

231 

986 

! 

Pesos 

Pesos, 

Pesos, 

paper. 

paper. 

paper. 

1  Capital  . 

19,700,000 

21,500,000 

12,600,000 

j  Value  of  products  manu- 

factured  . 

32,100,000 

49,100,000 

22,300,000 

'  Value  of  raw  materials 

i  (national)  employed  .. 

20,100,000 

18,300,000 

12,900,000 

Value  of  raw  materials 

(foreign)  employed _ 

800.000 

9,400.000 

1,100,000 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Personnel  . 

3,476 

12,867 

5,497 

Imi’orts  .and  Exports  of  Hides. 

There  was  an  appreciable  import  of  foreigu  hides  before 
the  war,  amounting  in  1913  to  a  value  of  10,300,000  pesos,  as 
compared  with  9,000,000  pesos  in  1912,  and  8,100,000  pesos 
in  1911.  As  regards  exports  of  hides,  etc.,  from  Argentina, 
the  following  are  the  figures  for  1913-15:  — 

1913.  1914.  1915 

Pesos.  Pesos  i^csos 

Cattle  hides,  salted  .  56,300,000  52,900,000  63,000,000 

Cattle  hides,  dry  .  32,200,000  20,200.000  34,300,000 

Sheepskins,  undressed...  12,600,000  9,200,000  15,600,000 

Goatskins  .  2,500,000  1,800,000  2,700,000 

Horse  hide.s,  dry  .  900,000  800,000  1,600,000 

Sheepskins,  dressed  .  300,000  1,300,000  1,100,000 

Quebracho  logs  .  11,500,000  9,200,000  15,600,000 

Quebracho  extract .  11,300,000  11,700,000  35,500,000 


9,200,000 

1,800,000 

800,000 

1,300,000 

9,200,000 

11,700,000 


15,600,000 

2,700,000 

1,600,000 

1,100,000 

15,600,000 

3-5,500,000 
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rROPOSEl)  SCHEMES  FOR  COMMERCIAL  AXD 
AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMEXT 
{From  II. M.  Minister.) 

P.AN.AM.A. 

A  scheme  to  establish  an  American  College  of  Commerce  at 
Panama  has  been  put  forward  by  a  well-known  American 
financier  to  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
Panama  and  Colon.  The  proposal  has  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  Acting-President,  who  has  invited  certain  prominent 
officials  and  other  citizens  of  the  Republic  to  report  on  the 
project. 

The  initial  suggestions  for  a  syllabus  are:  — 

1.  Languages. — Spanish,  English,  French,  Portuguese. 

2.  Merchant  Marine  and  Shipping ;  the  Panama  Canal  in 

relation  to  world  trade. 

3.  Commerce. — Imports,  Exjiorts,  Standardisation. 

4.  Banking  and  Finance. — Exchange,  Branch  Banking, 

the  re-discount  privilege. 

The  scheme,  if  it  matures,  will  include  the  provision  of 
adequate  buildings,  dormitories  for  500  men — 2-50  from 
North  America  and  250  from  South  America. 

Adv.ant.ages  Cl.\imed. 

The  following  are  claimed  to  be  the  advantages  of  the 
scheme :  — 

To  Students. — Training  in  a  land  where  Spanish  is 
spoken ;  studying  the  Panama  Canal  in  relation  to  world 
commerce;  witnessing  and  studying  actual  shipping  and 
commercial  transactions  of  the  countries  of  the  world.  Con¬ 
tact  between  students  of  commerce  of  Pan-America. 

To  Panama. — To  focus  the  attention  of  the  world  on 
Panama  as  a  clearing  house  between  the  Americas;  the 
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.'•pportunitv  and  goographical  advantages  of  the  Republic; 
the  opportunity  to  impress  upon  young  men  of  business  the 
chances  for  success  in  becoming  citizens  of  the  Republic,  and 
engaging  in  agricultural,  industrial,  and  commercial  activi¬ 
ties  in  the  Republic. 

Funds. 

Xothing  has  as  yet  been  said  as  to  the  provision  of  funds 
for  the  projwsed  college.  It  may  be  surmised  that  unless 
i’anama  is  to  be  relieved  of  all  expense  attaching  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution,  it  is  unlikely  that  she 
will  take  any  active  steps  towards  the  consummation  of  the 
plan.  The  country  that  would  enjoy  the  greater  benefits 
from  the  scheme  would  be  the  United  States. 

F.VRM  IjOAN  I5\Nk'  SrUKMF. 

1'rom  the  same  source  comes  a  jwoposal  to  establish  Farm 
liOan  Ranks  in  the  Republic,  and  an  .\mcrican  Mission  is  at 
(ircsent  visiting  each  Pro\ince  of  the  Republic  to 
get  into  touch  with  all  oflicials,  merchants,  traders, 
and  those  interested  in  agriculture,  etc.,  studying 
at  first  hand  the  problems  of  highways  and  sanita¬ 
tion,  etc.,  in  connection  with  the  scheme.  A  rejmrt  will 
ultimately  be  rendered  to  an  .\dvisory  Committee  at 
Washington,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the  Acting-President 
of  the  Panama  Republic.  A  programme  of  development  will 
(probably)  be  drawn  up  with  due  regard  to  the  limited 
financial  resources  of  the  Government. 

The  visit  of  this  Mission  has  excited  much  interest,  but 
few  of  the  comments  made  in  the  press  have  failed  to 
-peculate  as  to  how  the  necessary  funds  for  the  ambitious 
-cheues  that  arc  on  fcxit  are  to  be  provided.  Some  people 
have  suggested  that  the  0,000,000  dels,  belonging  to  Panama 
out  of  the  original  purchase  price  of  the  Canal  area,  which 
IS  kept  in  Washington  to  guarantee  the  currency  and  foreign 
loans,  might  be  used  for  the  purpose.  It  is  suggested  that 
this  money  might  be  loaned  by  the  Government  to  the  bank 
at  3  per  cent.,  and  the  Farmers’  Ranks  could  use  it  for 
their  loans.  As  there  can  be  no  proper  agricultural  develop- 
jnent  in  Panama  until  tlie  communications  of  the  country 
are  vastly  more  develoiH'd,  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  how  the 
financial  side  can  bo  adjusted. 


BRAZIL. 

MARKET  FOR  TELEPHONE  EgUlPMENT. 

The  greater  part  of  the  telephone  lines  of  the  State  of 
Rio  Grande  do  Sul  is  now  owned  and  controlled  by  one  com¬ 
pany,  which  has  its  headrpiartcrs  in  Porto  Alegre.  A  great 
<leal  of  the  equipment  now  in  use  was  purchased  in  Germany, 
but  gradually  the  company  is  buying  modern  material  from 
the  United  States.  The  three  largest  cities  in  the  State — 
Porto  Alegre,  Pelotas,  and  Rio  Grande— are  all  equipped 
with  German  (Sieniens-IIalsger)  switchboards,  which  arc  now 
about  worn  out. 

.\t  Porto  Alegre  the  central  battery  system  is  used,  with¬ 
out  hand  ringing,  and  at  Pelotas  and  Rio  Grande,  as  well  as 
at  all  other  points,  the  subscribers  ring  by  hand,  and  the 
induction  system  is  in  use.  Resides  the  German  switchboards 
in  use  in  the  three  larger  cities,  there  are  installed  in  .some 
of  the  smaller  towns  various  makes  of  .switchltoards.  some 
American  and  some  Swedisli. 

The  capacity  of  the  Porto  Alegre  board  is  10,000  lines,  and 
there  are  5,000  subscribers;  the  Pelotas  swiwhboard  has  a 
.■>.iKKl-linc  capacity,  and  there  are  2,000  subscribers ;  and  the 
Rio  Grande  s%vitchboard  has  a  capacity  of  2,000  lines  with 
"xtO  subscribers  at  present.  Other  cities,  such  as  Rage,  Caxias, 
Santa  Cruz,  Sao  LfOi>oldo,  and  Cachoeira,  have  subscribers 
in  smaller  numbers,  and  the  total  for  the  entire  State  is 
imi)ortant. 

The  company  is  at  present  making  j)lans  for  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  automatic  telephones  in  Porto  Alegre,  and  when  this 
i-  effected  the  material  replaced  by  the  more  modern  equip¬ 
ment  will  be  transferred  to  the  smaller  cities. — {V.S.  Com¬ 
merce  lie  ports.) 


Shipping  and  Docks. 

UNITED  KINGDOM. 

CLAIMS  FOR  DAMAGE  TO  REQUISITIONED 
VESSELS. 

The  Ministry  of  Shipping  has  issued  the  following  letter 
to  shipowners,  dated  23rd  July.  The  letter  is  signed  by  the 
Secretary,  Sir  John  Anderson:  — 

With  reference  to  the  steamers  which  have  been  under 
requisition  to  the  Ministry  of  Shipping  on  the  terms  of 
Charter  Party  T.99  or  its  variants,  and  which  are  now 
released  to  Owners,  I  am  directed  by  the  Shipping  Controller 
to  inform  you  that  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  large 
claims  that  are  now  being  received  in  respect  of  unrepaired 
damage  sustained  by  these  steamers  during  Government 
Serv  ice.  I  am  to  point  out  that  the  Ministry  of  Shipping’s 
jwsition  as  regards  requisitioned  ve.ssels  is  simply  that  of  a 
Time  Charterer,  hire  being  paid  in  accordance  with  the 
memorandum  of  agreement  with  Tramj)  Owners,  dated  1st 
March,  1915,  subject  to  owners  assuming  the  liabilities 
imposed  on  them  by  the  terms  of  the  Charter  T.99  or  its 
variants.  The  Shipping  Controller  is  not,  therefore,  pre¬ 
pared  to  consider  any  claims  for  deterioration  or  damages 
which  would,  if  the  Charter  were  entered  into  between  two 
private  individuals  or  firms,  fall  upon  the  Owner  and  not 
upon  the  Charterer. 

In  a  great  number  of  cases  where  steamers  have  been 
released  to  their  Owners,  claims  are  made  in  respect  of  fair 
wear  and  tear  or  damage  for  which  the  Ministry  of  Shipping 
is  not  legally  liab'e  under  the  Charter,  and  much  needles^ 
work  and  correspondence  is  entailed  Iioth  on  the  part  of  the 
Owners  and  of  the  Ministry  of  Shipping.  The  Shipping 
Controller,  therefore,  appeals  to  all  Owners  to  confine  their 
claims  to  items  of  damage  for  which  in  proper  circumstance« 
the  Government  might  be  held  legally  liable. 

Cl.vims  to  he  Considered. 

For  the  assistance  of  shipowners  in  preparing  their  claims, 
the  following  are  quoted  as  the  chief  types  of  damage^ 
claims  in  respect  of  which  will  be  considered:  — 

(a)  Damage  by  War  Risk. 

(b)  Structural  alterations  for  the  purpose  of  Government 

Service. 

(c)  Damage  caused  by  the  carriage  of  exceptional  cargo. 

(d)  Claims  under  Circular  No.  37. — Indemnity  in  respect 

of  vessels  fitted  to  carry  oil  fuel  in  deep  tanks  and 
double  liottoms. 

(e)  Claims  under  the  Indemnity  given  by  the  Ministry 

of  Shipping  in  respect  of  Grab  damage  sustained 
subsequent  to  the  issue  of  Circular  No.  31  of  the 
14th  March,  1918,  jirovklcd  that  the  Owners  have 
fulfilled  certain  conditions  as  laid  down  in  the 
Circular,  i.c.,  taken  all  steps  to  obtain  an  ad¬ 
mission  of  liability  from  the  Stevedore  at  the 
time  the  damage  occurred  and  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  party  upon  which  the  claim  falls 
as  they  would  do  had  the  Government  indemnify 
not  existed. 

Cl.vi.ms  not  Admitted. 

The  Shipping  Controller  is  not  prepared  to  admit  such 
claims  as  the  following:  — 

(a)  Claims  under  the  head  of  General  Depreciation. 

including  Machinery  and  Boilers. 

(b)  Claim's  in  respect  of  Hold  damage  attributed  D 

Owners  to  Grab  and  Stevedore  damage  or  damage 
in  connection  with  the  carriage  of  ordinary  com¬ 
mercial  cargoes  (see  (e)  above  as  to  Indemnify 
against  Stevedore). 

(c)  Claims  for  cleaning  and  painting  holds. 

(d)  Damage  causej  by  grounding  and  other  Marine  Risk'. 

(e)  Claims  for  repainting  a  steamer  after  dazzle  design 

and  restoring  Navigation  Lights. 

The  above  does  not,  of  course,  affect  claims  which  fall  upon 
the  Ministry  of  Shipping  as  Underwriters  in  respect  of  ships 
sent  t-o  the  White  Sea. 

The  Shipping  Controller  wishes  it  understood  by  all  Owners 
that  the  off  survey  held  at  the  time  of  release  of  their 
steamers  is  arranged  only  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the 
damage  in  the  event  of  an  owner  making  a  claim  against 
the  Ministry  of  Shipping.  In  all  cases  the  survey  is  heW 
without  prejudice,  and  the  fact  that  certain  items  of  damage 
are  pointed  out  to  the  Ministry  of  Shipping’s  representative 
and  noted  by  him  merely  acknowledges  the  fact  that  thoee 
damages  exist,  and  must,  in  no  sense,  be  treated  as  an 
admission  that  the  liability  for  them  falls  upon  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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CASUALTY  RETURNS  FOR  JUNE. 

Tlie  Liverpool  Underwriters’  Association  has  issued  the 
following  Return  of  Casualties  to  Vessels  of  500  tons  gross 
register  and  upwards,  which  have  been  posted  in  the  Loss 
Boc>k  during  the  month  ended  30th  June,  1919:  — 

Number  and  total  gross  tonnage  of  vessels  lost  durinc  the 
month  of  June,  1919:  — 


British. 


Sail  . 

Steam  . 

3 

3,944 

3 

3,944 

F’oreign. 

.Sail  . 

Steam  . 

.  1 
.  8 

661 

12,889 

9 

13,550 

Grand  totals  . 

12 

17,494 

Total  for  six  months 

ended  30th  June,  1919  .. 

.  97 

189,342 

NEW  ZEALAND. 


HARBOUR  DEVELOPMENT  SCHEMES. 

{From  II. M.  Trade  Commissioner's  Ofjice.) 

Welmngton. 

projKisal  by  the  Wanganui  Harbour  B«>ard  to  raise  a 
Loan  of  £'150,000  for  Harbour  improvements  was  carried  by 
a  large  inajorRy  recently.  It  is  proposed  to  increase  the 
depth  of  water  at  tlm  entiance  of  the  harbour  by  extending 
the  existing  moles  and  also  by  dredging.  A  swinging  basin 
at  Castlecliff  is  to  be  dredged  and  further  wharf  accommoda¬ 
tion  built  to  accommodate  overseas  boats  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  able  to  use  the  port  when  these  works  have  been 
carried  out.  A  new  suction  dredge  is  now  on  its  way  out 
from  the  Clyde.  It  is  {xissiblc  that  the  Board  may  require 
two  15-ton  steam  cranes,  for  which,  it  is  understood,  tenders 
sill  be  called  in  due  course. 

WiiANGAREi  Harbour  Scheme. 

The  Whangarei  Harbour  Board  have  adopted  a  scheme  for 
general  harbour  improvements,  involving  an  expenditure  of 
£116,000  over  a  period  of  six  years.  The  scheme,  which  aims 
at  making  Whangarei  the  premier  port  of  North  Auckland 
in  regard  to  shipping  facilities,  includes  the  following  pro¬ 
posals: — Concrete  wharf  at  Marsden,  560  ft.  long,  including 
stone  groyne  embankment  and  railway  viaduct,  storage  shed 
with  7.500  square  feet  floor  space,  railway  connections,  etc. ; 
improvements  at  Kioreroa,  including  dredging  the  upper 
harbour  channel  to  Kioreroa  to  18  ft.  at  low  water,  together 
with  swinging  basin,  concrete  wharf,  500  ft.,  and  approaches, 
storage  shed,w  Ith  concrete  fl<x)r,  150  ft.  by  60  ft. ;  Whangarei 
Town  Wharf,  including  dredging,  swinging  basin,  and  storage 
shed  with  4,000  square  feet  space. 


MALTA. 


QUARANTINE  REGULATIONS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  a  copy  of  a  notice 
issued  by  the  Government  of  Malta  on  the  10th  July, 
imiKising  quarantine  measures  on  vessels  arriving  from  Corfu 
on  account  of  small-pox. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

SHIPPING,  CUSTOMS  AND  FORWARDING 
BUSINESS. 

{From  the  British  Consul-General.) 

Buenos  .Vires. 

At  least  90  per  cent,  of  the  goods  shipped  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  Argentine  Republic  are  against  definite 
orders  placed  with  firms  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  through 
the  local  representatives  of  these  firms.  On  arrival  of  the 
merchandise,  the  consignees  as  a  general  rule  accept  or  pay 
the  drafts,  and  receive  in  exchange  the  shipping  documents, 
'’liich  they  immediately  hand  over  to  the  Custom  House 
Jents  or  clerks.  The  most  important  firms,  such  as  the 
tihvay,  tramway,  electric  light,  gas,  and  waterworks 
companies,  as  well  as  the  various  Government  Departments, 
employ  their  own  Custom  House  Clerks. 

Ini-.and  Towns. 

The  firms  w  ho  may  find  the  services  of  Express  Companies 
or  Forwarding  Agents  of  value  are  those  who  are  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  inland  towns,  such  as  Mendoza,  Tucuman,  Cor¬ 
doba,  etc.,  who  are  not  represented,  and  who  receive  direct 
shipments  from  abroad.  At  the  same  time  the  shippers  may 
find  it  convenient  to  pass  the  shipping  documents  on  to  one 
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'  of  the  Express  or  Forwarding  Companies,  so  that  they 
•  can  collect  the  lalue  of  the  invoices  and  attend  to  the- 

I  clearing  and  despatch  of  the  merchandise  to  its  destina- 

i  tion. 

However,  in  the  case  of  firms  established  in  the  interior, 

I  as  the  British  banks  established  here  have  branches  in  most 
of  the  imjiortant  inland  centres,  the  British  supplier  would 
,  do  well  to  arrange  with  the  head  offices  of  the  British 

'  banks  in  London,  so  that  they  can  instruct  their  branch 

here  to  look  after  their  own  shipments  on  arrival, 
and,  through  their  own  lUustom  House  clerks,  arrange 
for  the  clearance  of  the  goods,  as  well  as  placing  them  on 
1  railway  wagon  or  river  steamer,  as  the  case  may  be,  for 
account  and  risk  of  their  consignee.  In  this  way  the  ship¬ 
pers  would  be  better  protected,  as  in  the  event  of  any  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties  on  the  part  of  the  consignee  the  Bank  would 
know’  how  to  handle  the  matter.  Again,  the  consignee  would 
feel  that  he  was  not  being  overcharged  for  the  work  involved 
in  receiving  his  goods  from  the  jwrt  of  arrival. 

Express  Companies  and  Forwarding  Agents  would  be  of 
great  service  in  cases  where  goods  arrive  at  this  j>ort  “in 
transit  ”  for  jmrts  on  the  Uruguayan  river  coast,  Paraguay, 

!  and  Chile,  to  arrange  for  such  goods  to  be  transhipped  and 
I  sent  on  to  the  destination 

;  However,  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  established  firms, 

!  whether  at  the  ports,  or  in  the  interior,  or  those  in  the 
I  neighbouring  Republics  w  ho  find  it  convenient  to  tranship  at 
I  Buenos  Aires  or  Montevid^,  have  their  own  arrangements 
for  handling  the  merchandise  on  arrival,  and  most  of  these 
firms  either  place  their  orders  through  local  representatives 
or  through  their  buying  houses  at  home,  or  direct  with  the 
manufacturers  or  merchants,  with  whom  they  have  been 
;  doing  business  for  years. 

In  the  case  of  merchandise  destined  for  this  Republic, 
prices  are  c.i.f.,  and  unless  there  is  a  representative  who 
cares  to  quote  a  price  with  duties  paid  and  including  the 
cost  of  despatching  to  destination  (which  is  unlikely),  it  is 
far  better,  and  essential,  for  quotations  to  be  c.i.f.  There¬ 
fore,  on  the  arrival  of  the  shipping  documents,  accompanied 
by  the  draft,  the  consignees  would  make  their  own  arrange¬ 
ments  to  accept  or  pay  the  draft,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
!  the  delivery  from  the  Custom  House,  etc. 

Note. — Information  with  regard  to  particular  firms  opera¬ 
ting  as  Shipping,  Customs,  and  Forwarding  Agents  in  the 
Argentine  Republic  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Shipping  and  Transport  Section  of  the  Department  of  Over- 
j  seas  Trade.  _ 

I  CHINA. 


IMPROVEMENT  AT  KIANGNAN  DOCKYARD. 

As  the  result  of  its  contract  with  the  American  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Kiangnan  Dockyard,  according  to  the  Far  Eastern 
press,  has  been  enabled  to  effect  very  great  changes  and 
improvements.  The  yard  itself  has  been  enlarged  and  ex¬ 
tended,  having  now  a  river  frontage  of  nearly  a  mile.  New 
'  offices,  machine  shops,  foundry,  boiler  shops,  etc.,  have  been 
I  erected,  and  equipped  with  the  latest  appliances  and  tools. 

I  The  whole  yard  is  being  elettrified,  pneumatic  riveters, 

I  with  the  necessary  plant,  are  being  installed.  New  plant 

I  and  tools  arriving  by  every  steamer  are  being  erected, 

i  Special  and  very  powerful  tools,  designed  by  the  dockyard 

I  officials  themselves,  are  being  completed,  and  shortly  it  is 

I  hoped  that  the  Kiangnan  Dockyard  will  be  the  largest  and 

I  most  up-to-date  in  the  whole  of  China. 

;  A  special  feature  of  the  establishment  will  be  the  new 
1  foundry.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  special  precautions 
have  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  heavy  castings  in  Shanghai. 

I  In  the  case  of  the  new  Kiangnan  foundry  the  casting  pits 

I  are  of  cement,  floated  in  the  soil,  w  hile  the  bottom  of  the  pit 

i  is  protected  by  a  removable  iron  base  in  segments.  The 

cupolas  are  so  arranged  that  the  molten  metal  can  flow 
I  directly  into  the  pits,  thereby  doing  aw  ay  with  the  necessity 
of  a  casting  ladle. 


SPAIN. 


PUENTE  MAYORGA  RESTORED  AS  A  CUSTOMS 
PORT. 

{From  U.M.  Commercial  Secretary.) 

M.4DR1D. 

According  to  a  Royal  Order  of  5th  July,  published  in  the 
!  “Official  Gazette”  of  8th  July,  the  port  of  Puente  Mayorga 
i  has  been  re-granted  its  privileges  as  a  Customs  port  for  all 
coastal  trade. 

I  The  Royal  Order  states  in  its  preamble  that,  the  state  of 
I  war  having  ceased,  and,  consequently  the  difficulties  in 
I  providing  food  for  the  belligerents  having  come  to  an  end, 
i  the  Royal  Order  of  1st  April,  1919,  which  suspended  the 
!•  Customs  rights  of  that  pmrt  in  the  Province  of  Cadiz,  can 
;  bo  annulled. 
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Customs  Regulations  and 
Tantf  Changes. 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


CANADA. 


CUSTOMS  TARIFF  CHAXOKS. 

Witli  roferonco  to  tho  notice  tvhich  appo.Trod  at  page  2;* 
•of  tlie  “Ifoard  of  Trade  Journal”  of  3rd  July,  specifying 
the  proposed  alterations  in  the  Customs  Tariff  embodied  in 
the  recent  Canadian  Budget  Resolutions,  the  Biuird  of  Trade 
have  now  received  copy  of  the  Customs  Tariff  Amendment 
.\ct,  1919,  which  was  assented  to  on  7th  July,  and  which 
gives  effect  to  these  new  rates  of  dutv  as  from  6th  June, 
1919. 

In  addition  to  the  alterations  enumerated  in  the  above 
notice,  new  rates  of  imjmrt  duty  are  fixed  for  Tariff  item 
386,  which  now  reads;  — 

386.  Rolled  iron  or  steel  and  cast  steel,  in  bars,  bands, 
hiKip,  scroll,  strip,  sheet  or  plate,  of  any  size,  thickness,  or 
width,  and  steel  blanks  for  the  manufacture  of  milling 
cutters,  when  of  greater  value  than  three  and  one-half  cents 
I>er  pound. 

The  new  rates  are  71  per  cent,  ad  valotem  under  the 
British  Preferential  Tariff',  and  1‘2.\  jier  cent,  rd  ivdo.’C/u 
under  the  Intermediate  and  General  Tariffs. 

The  list  of  Tariff  Items  exempti'd  from  operation  of  the 
"War  Tax,  as  stateil  in  tho  above  notice,  is  extended  by  the 
addition  of  Tariff  Items  39()  (alKneV  and  581  (velvets, 
velveteens,  silk  velvets,  plush,  and  silk  fabrics!. 


KEDAH. 


EXPfJRT  DUTV  (JX  HONEY. 

By  a  Rc'solution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Kedah  State 
T'ouncil  on  loth  May.  1919,  the  duty  on  honey  exjxuted  from 
the  State  is  remitted. 


FOREIGN. 


CHINA. 


APPl.lCATIOX  OF  NEW  CUSTOMS  TARIFF. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  at  page  32  of  the  “Journal” 
for  the  3rd  .July,  the  Board  of  Trade  are  now  in  receipt, 
through  the  Foreign  Office,  of  telegraphic  information  from 
H.M.  Minister  at  Peking  to  the  effect  that  gcx>ds  shipped 
from  the  country  of  export  before  l.tf  Auijust  will  he 
admitted  into  China  at  the  rates  of  duty  prescribed  by  the 
existing  Tariff.  Goods  shipped  on  and  after  the  1st  August 
will  bt»  subject  to  the  revised  Tariff. 


FRANCE. 

IMPDRTATlOX  AND  TRANSIT  OF  SHEEP  FROM 
AMERICA. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receij)t,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  of  copy  of  an  Arrete  of  the  French  Minister  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  dated  12th  July,  abrogating  various  earlier  Orders 
which  prohibited  the  im|K>rtation  into,  and  the  transit 
through,  France  of  ^lieep  from  North  and  South  .\merica. 


ITALY. 

IMPORT  OF  GOODS  FROM  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

In  a  recent  despatch  H.M  Commercial  Counsellor  at  Rome 
rejM)rts  that  he  learns  from  the  Italian  Department  of  Import 
Restrictions  (the  ‘‘Giunta  Tifnica”)  that  no  change  ha,- 
been  made  in  the  regulations  afft'cting  the  imjiort  into  Italy 
of  goods  from  the  I'nited  Kingdom  [The  terms  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  arrangement  were  .set  out  in  the  notices  in  the  “Journal” 
for  16th  January  (pp.  87-88),  the  13th  February  (p.  222), 
and  29th  May  (p.  6%).]  It  is  further  added  that  goods  will 
not  be  detail'd  at  the  Italian  frontier  merely  b(x*ause  a 
foreign  draft  for  payment  for  the  same  has  not  been  obtained 
through  the  Institute  of  Exchange. 
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CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANGES 
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In  order,  however,  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  special 
arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and  Italy,  goods  sent 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Italy  should  in  every  case  le 
aceompanied  by  a  certificate  attesting  that  they  are  of 
I’nited  Kingdom  origin,  since  the  arrangement  whereby  im¬ 
port  licences  are  not  reejuired  except  for  specified  classes 
of  giKxls,  does  not  apply  b>  articles  which  are  shipped  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  Italy,  but  which  arc  not  the  produ-'e 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  Kingdom.  However,  goods 
originating  in  Canada  are  treated,  for  tho  purpose  of  the 
Italian  imjxirt  restrictions,  on  the  same  footing  as  goods  of 
United  Kingdom  origin. 

Sir  E.  H.  Capel  Cure  adds  that  wliile  the  arrangement  is 
as  stated  in  the  above-mentiiuicd  “journal”  notices,  diffi¬ 
culties  have  in  certain  cases  Ixxui  experienced  on  account  of 
tho  interpretation  given  to  the  categories  contained  in  the 
lists  of  g<x>ds  for  which  iinixrrt  licences  are  requisite.  A 
recent  instance  which  has  come  to  his  notice  is  that  of 
“biscuits,”  for  which  licences  are  necessary,  as  falling  under 
the  heading  of  “CfivKolates  and  Sweets.”  “Small  wares" 
(“Mercerie’')  is  another  term  of  elastic  signification.  For 
this  reason,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  for  considerations 
connected  with  shortage  of  credit,  the  Italian  Government 
is  sei*king  to  confine  imjxvrts  to  articles  of  real  necessity,  he 
thinks  it  advisable  for  British  cxjxvrters,  in  every  caxe  where 
there  ixany  fntusihility  of  doubt,  to  obtain  from  the  Italian 
imjxvrter.  before  des}Hitch  of  the  goods,  an  assurance  that 
the  import  regulations  have  Ix'en  complied  with. 


NETHEKLANDii 

INCREASED  IMPORT  DUTY  t)N  CERTAIN 
I  ALCOHOLIC  PRODUCTS. 

i  The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign 
j  Office,  of  information  to  the  effext  that  a  Dutch  Royal 

Dixree,  dated  the  23rd  May.  i>rovides  that  the  under¬ 
mentioned  articles  shall  be  subject.  «ui  imjx>rtation  into  tho 
Netherlands,  to  the  increased  duties  sv't  out  below:  — 

FI  ct'. 
j>er  kdog 


Chloral  hydrate  .  3  60 

Sulphuric  ether  .  6  10 

Acetic  ether  .  3  40 

t'ollodion  .  5  35 

Chloroform,  spiritus  nitri  dulcis,  and  all  other 

similar  prixlucts  prepared  from  or  with  alcohol  4  2o 


NETHERLAND  EAST  INDIES. 


MODIFICATION  OF  EXPORT  DUTIES. 

Tlie  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  of  information  to  the  effect  that  the  Bill  for  the 
imxlification  of  the  Exjxu  t  Tariff  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies, 
particulars  of  which  were  given  on  page  331  of  the  “Journal" 
for  nth  March,  bix;ame  law  on  7th  June. 


PORTUGAL. 


IMPORT  AND  EXPORT  SURTAXES  ON  TIN. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  ri'ceipt,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  of  copy  of  a  despatch  from  H.M.  Minister  at  Lisben 
rt'}x)rting  the  issue  of  a  P«)rtuguese  Decree,  No.  5941,  dated 
28th  June,  and  published  in  the  “Official  Gazette”  of  5tli 
July,  establishing  a  suFtax  of  30  centavos  per  kilogramme 
on  the  importation  of  tin,  cast,  unwrought,  or  .scrap;  tin. 
rolled,  or  in  wire;  and  alloys  of  tin  for  soldering  purposes 
[Nos.  Ill,  112,  and  113  of  the  Portuguese  Customs  Tariff]. 

The  same  Decree  establishes  a  surtax  of  20  centavos  pe. 
kih)gramme  on  the  exportation  of  tin  ore-  from  Portugal. 


RUSSIA. 


RESTRICTIGNS  ON  IMPORTATION  OF  GOODS 
INTO  NORTHERN  TERRITORY. 

IVith  reference  to  tho  notice  under  the  above  heading 
which  appeared  on  page  106  of  the  “Journal”  for  the  1"^'' 
.Tilly,  the  Board  of  Trade  are  now  in  receipt,  through  the 
Foreign  Office,  of  tran-^lation  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Pro¬ 
visional  Government  of  the  Northern  Region,  dated  30th 
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CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANGES  ' 
— continued. 

June,  roiiitr<Hluciiig  import  licence  recjuiremeiit>,  nnd  j 
suspending  tlie  Dt'cision  ot  *2()tli  May.  according  to  wliicli 
goods  could  be  ini|>orted  without  licence. 

Article  -  of  the  H  esolution  jirovides  for  the  presentation 
te  the  Provisional  (lovernment.  for  s.Tiiction,  of  a  list  of  j 
article's,  the  import  of  w  hich  is  to  he*  rufirrbj  forbidden.  This 
list  is  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  Department  of  Trade  and  the 
Department  of  Finance. 

.Article  4  j)i-ovides  that  the  ])resent  Resolution  shall  not 
apply  to  gcKuls  loaded  (for  shipment  to  the  Northern 
Territory)  before  7th  July 

Sl’AIN. 
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CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANOES 
— continued.  1 


l.\ll’()KT.\Tl()N  OF  TIN  FKO.M  COrNTlll  I'.S 
OTllKK  TH.\N  COUNTRIES  Ol'  ORIOIN 

With  reference  to  the  notice  at  page  33  of  the  “Journal” 
for  7th  .Inly  respen-ting  the  issue  of  imjM>rt  licences  for  pig 
tin  and  metals  containing  tin,  the  War  'J'rade  Hoard  Section 
of  the  Department  of  State  announces,  in  Ruling  No.  799. 
dated  2nd  Jidy,  that  it  will  issue  licences  permitting  the  im- 
|K>rtatioti  inUt  the  United  States,  on  or  aftc'r  1st  Sc'ptember. 
1919.  of  pig  tin  and  all  metal  alloys  containing  tin,  including 
tin  drosses,  tin  oxides,  solder  drosses,  type  metals,  antifric¬ 
tion  metals,  waste  metals,  and  other  metals  containing  tin, 
frmn  jxrints  other  than  points  of  origin  and  w  ithout  reference 
to  the  date  of  shipment. 


RKLAX.VTION  OF  ENPORT  I'Rt  >11 1  lilTloNS. 

The  “(laceta  de  Madrid”  for  the  3rd  July  contains  a 
Rocal  Older  (No.  115)  authorising  the  export  from  Spain 
of  cotton  wool  (ahjodon  hidrofUn)  and  iron/  im^tc. 

The  same  issue  of  the  “Oaecta”  contains  a  further  Order 
(Xo.  Il'i)  authorising  the  exportation  of  inilh  t.  As  soon  as 
ex|K)rts  attain  2,()d0  metri<  tons,  further  exj)ortation  of  this 
article  is  to  be  suspended. 

The  “Gaceta”  for  2nd  .Inly  contains  an  Order  (No.  113) 
removing  all  re^strictions  on  the  exjxirt  of  cotton  i/urn. 

The  “Gaceta”  for  12th  June  contains  an  Order  (N<».  105) 
wliidi  removes  the  exjK>rt  prohibition  on  indniifactuies  of 
rubber,  which  was  im{H)sed  by  an  Oi<ler  of  2lth  Ajiril,  1915. 
The  ex|»i)rt  of  crude  rubber  atid  similar  materials  remains 
prohibited. 

The  “Ga<eta”  for  tith  June  contains  an  Order  autlu)rising 
the  exjK)rt  of  mtirlcH  mitnn factored  of  Jniffalo  .skin.f,  the 
ex|)ort  of  whi<'h  wsus  prohibited  bv  an  Order  of  31st  Mav. 
1915. 

The  “Gaceta”  for  15th  June  contains  an  Order  suspending 
the  application  of  the  Order  of  21th  -Vpril,  1915,  which 
prohibited  the  re-ex|>ort  frcun  Spain,  after  transit  or  trans¬ 
shipment,  of  exi>ort-prohibited  g<M)d>  which  arrived  at  a 
Spanish  |M)rt  with  bills  of  lading  indicating  Spain  as  the 
original  de.stination,  (►r  if  there  were  no  clear  indication  of 
actual  destination.  (Sec  the  notice  at  page  395  of  the 
“Journal”  for  (ith  -May,  1915.) 


SWITZERLAND. 


GENERAI.  ENl'ORT  LICENCE  I'oR  RA(iS. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  at  pages  10<)-7  of  the 
“Journal”  for  the  17th  July  and  previou.s  notices  respecting 
Swiss  General  Kxjiort  Licences,  the  Hoard  of  Trade  are  in 
reieipt,  through  the  Foreign  Oflice,  of  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  Swiss  Di'jiartment  of  Public  Kconomy  issued 
on  the  7th  July  a  fiji’ther  General  liicence  permitting  the 
exjHvrtation  of  rags  of  all  kinds  (except  those  for  manure) ; 
old  ropes  and  other  waste  for  the  manufacture  of  jiaper  and 
coarse  brown  paper  (muculature),  etc.  (No.  288  of  the  Swiss 
Tariff.) 

The  Licence,  which  lu'came  effc'cticc  on  the  8th  July,  is 
levocable  at  any  time,  and  the  goods  mentioned  may  only 
bee.\ported,  under  this  General  Tiicence,  through  the  Customs 
Bureaux  on  the  Franco-Swiss  and  Italio-Swiss  frontiers. 
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GENERAL  EXPORT  LICENCE  W  ITH  I  )R AWN. 

The  General  ExjMirt  l.icence  issued  on  the  23rd  June  is 
tbr  o,;ated  in  .so  far  as  concerns  insulators  made  of  china,  not 
Bounted.  (No.  679  of  the  Swiss  Tariff.) 


United  stvtes  of  America. 

EXPORT  CONSERVATION  LIST 

The  War  Trade  H<jard  announce,  in  Ruling  No.  798,  dated 
Ift  July,  tliat  the  Exj>ort  (Vmservation  List  as  of  1st  July, 
1919,  is  as  follows  :  — 

’Ammunition : 

*Cartridg<'s  and  shells,  loaded  and  unloaded. 
’Shot,  in  bulk. 

'Coal 

’Coke. 

’Explosives. 

’Firearms,  all  type«. 

Individual  licences  not  re'juired  to  Canada  and  New- 
wondland.  Shijiment  of  these  comnuKlities  to  those  deatina- 
may  be  made  under  Special  Kxjxirt  Licence  “RAC-63.” 


EXCISE  CHANOES. 

NETHERLANDS. 


ILNEMI’TION  OF  CERTAIN  SALT  FRo.M  EXCISh: 

DUTY. 

The  Hoard  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign 
t)llice,  of  information  to  the  effect  that  by  a  Dutch  Royal 
Deiree,  date*!  the  23rd  May,  salt  for  use  in  factories  and 
work.-hops  in  the  preparation  of  fish  meal  intended  to  be 
U'-ed  for  cattle  food  is  exempted  from  Kxcise  duty. 


PROPOSED  TARIFF  CHANOES. 

CHILE. 


PROPOSED  INCREASED  ( '  I  ’  S'l’O.M  S  DUTIES  ON 
HATS. 

The  Hoard  of  Trade'  an*  in  r»'<«'ipt,  through  tin'  Foreign 
Office,  of  information  from  H..M.  Ministe'r  at  Santiago  to 
the  effect  that  a  private  Hill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Chilean  Congress  for  tin'  increasi'  cif  the  Cbistoms  duties  on 
(■('rtain  kinds  of  hats  imjiorted  into  Chib'.  The  pro|)osed 
new  rati's  of  tluty,  together  with  the  existing  rates,  are  set 
out  in  the  subjoinf'd  table:  — 

Presi'iit  Proposed 
Rate  Rate 

.No.  in  Chilean  of  Duty,  of  Duty. 

Tariff.  .\i  ticle.  Pesos  Cts.  PesosCts. 

jier  do/..  |»er  do/,. 

221  Mats  of  straw,  palm,  chiji,  or  other 
similar  vegetable  materials,  for 
nn'ti  or  boys  (except  hat.>  of 
cane,  palm,  and  “petatc',”  with¬ 
out  embellishments  or  orna¬ 
ments,  and  except  hats  ot 
agave  hemp  or  imitations  tln  re- 


of,  whetin'r  embelli 

slic'd  or 

ornamenti'd  or  not) 

<) 

IM) 

36 

00 

Hats,  finished  or  not. 

and  hat 

shapes : — 

958 

Of  hair  felt,  or  of  felt 

eon tain- 

ing  hair  . 

24 

(H) 

48 

Oo 

f)5f* 

Of  w<H)l  felt  even  if  varnished... 

12 

00 

36 

00 

The 

Hill  fiirtln'r  propf>ses  to 

alx  >lish 

imimrt  duties 

on 

ininial 

hair,  plaiti'd  straw,  and 

washed  si 

M»OJ> 

wool. 

NOTIGE. 


The  price  of  the  “Board  of  Trade,  Journal”  is  6d.  (6J<i 
post  free).  Annual  subscription  (post  free)  27s.  6<f.  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Overseas  subscription  31s.  6<f.  per  annum, 
post  free. 

The  Editorial  Off  ices  are  at  7,  Whitehall  Gardens,  London, 
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Government  Notices 
affecting  Trade. 

EXPORT  AND  IMPORT  SECTION. 


HAISIXO  THE  BLOCKADE. 


Tu.iDixG  Conditions. 

The  Board  of  Tradt>  have  issued  a  .Memorandum  on  the 
fonditions  under  wliieh  trading  is  permissible  since  the 
raising  of  the  Blockade  (Cmd.  274,  Id.  net).  The 
.Memorandum  is  as  follows ;  — 

The  following  note's  on  trading  conditions  as  affected  by 
the  raising  of  the  Blockade  and  the  authorisation  of  the 
resumption  of  trade  with  Germany  and  other  countries  are 
published  for  the  information  of  British  traders. 

During  the  war  it  has  been  necessary  to  prohibit  all  trading 
with  the  enemy,  but  with  the  conclusion  of  Peace  with 
Germany  the  necessity  for  this  prohibition  has  ceased.  It 
may  be  expected  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  demand 
in  Germany  for  all  kinds  of  goods,  and  with  the  raising  of 
the  BlcK'kade  this  market  w  ill  be  open  to  all  the  world.  It 
is  no  part  of  the  policy  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  to 
discourage  British  traders  from  competing  in  this  market. 

It  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  this  country  to  develop  the 
export  trade  to  the  fullest  possible  extent  in  every  dirc'ction, 
and  it  is  very  desirable  that  British  traders  should  at  once 
make  every  effort  to  secure  a  proper  footing  in  Central 
Europe. 

1. — Geh-manv. 

Expurts.  Any  goods  may  be  sent  to  (iermaiiy  without 
licence,  c'xcept  goods  on  Lists  and  “B”  of  Prohibited 
ExjHirts.  ^Vpplications  for  export  licences  in  respect  of  goods 
included  in  thost>  lists  should  be  addressed  to  the  Export 
Licence  Department,  1,  Queen  AnneX  Gate  Buildings,  West-  j 
minster,  S.W.  1.  Goods  sent  to  the  occupied  Rhineland  | 
through  Holland  need  no  longer  be  consigned  to  the  Standard 
Bank  of  South  Africa  at  Rotterdam.  i 

Imports. — Any  gcxxis  may  be  imported  from  Germany,  and  ' 
paid  for,  w  ithout  licence,  except  goods  w  hose  importation  I 
from  all  foreign  countries  is  prohibited  either  by  virtue  of  ^ 
.4cts  and  Regidations  in  force  before  the  w  ar,  or  of  I’roclama-  ; 
tions  issued  since  its  commencement.  Goods  prohibited  by  ! 
a  Prohibition  of  Import  Proclamation  in  respect  of  w  hich  a  ; 
(jencrat  licence  has  been  issued,  may  bo  imi>orted  from  Ger-  i 
many,  but  individual  licences  issued  under  the  Prohibition 
of  ImjKirt  Proclamations  are  not  available  for  goods  of  | 
German  origin.  A  list  of  import  prohibited  g<x>ds  was  given  i 
in  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  of  the  5th  June,  1919,  and  ' 
additions  to  and  variations  in  the  list  have  appeared  in 
subscxjuent  issues  of  the  “  Journal.” 

Othei  transactions. — Other  tiansactions  of  a  commercial  or 
financial  nature  with  firms  in  Germany  are  permissible  with¬ 
out  further  licence,  providc'd  they  do  not  involve  any  of  the 
following  matters,  namely: —  | 

(a)  the  jiayment  of  money  arising  out  of  pre-war  ; 

transactions ; 

(b)  the  delivery  of  or  dealing  w  ith  property  held  in  this 

country  for  persons  in  Germany  since  before  the 
outbreak  of  war ;  ' 

(c)  the  transfer  of  securities  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  person 

in  Germany ; 

(d)  the  allotment  or  transfer  of  securities  issued  by  a 

Company  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  a  German 
subject ; 

(e)  the  transfer  of  any  debt  or  other  obligation  due  to  a  1 

person  in  Germany. 

II. — The  Tekritouies  Previoi  sly  Included  in  the  .\v8Tko-  : 
Hu.nuarian  Do  .minions. 

.iustria. — The  conditions  are  the  same  as  those  set  out  ^ 
above  in  the  case  of  Germany,  except  that  List  D  applies  in  ' 
the  case  of  exports  to  .Vustria. 

Hungary. — The  rt*sumption  of  trade  has  not  yet  been 
authorised,  except  in  the  ca.se  of  those  parts  which  are  in  | 
.411icd  occupation  or  are  included  in  the  newly-constituted 
States. 

Other  territories  formerly  part  of  the  .i.ustro-11  ungarian  ■ 
Dominions. — Individual  imjKirt  licences  issued  under  the 
Prohibition  of  Import  Proclamations  by  the  Department  of 
Import  Rc'strictions  (22,  Carlisle  Place,  S.W.  1)  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  goods  jiroduced  in  these  territories.  In  other  ! 
respects  the  conditions  set  out  above  in  the  case  of  Germany 
apply,  except  that  List  D  applies  to  exinirts  to  Jugo-Slavia. 

III. — Turkly  and  Bulgaria. 

Except  that  individual  import  licences  issued  by  the  | 
Department  of  ImjKirt  Restrictions  are  available  for  goods 
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Jiroduced  in  these  countries,  and  that  List  D  of  Prohibited 
ExjKirts  ajiplics  to  Turkey  and  Lists  D  and  E  to  Bulgaria, 
the  conditions  are  the  same  as  for  Germany. 

IV. — XoRww.  Sweden,  De.n.mark,  Holland  and 
Sw  ITZERLAND. 

It  is  no  longer  nc-ce&sary  to  obtain  certificates  from  Import¬ 
ing  .\ssociations  in  these  countries,  or  to  procure  other  forms 
of  guarantee,  or  to  consign  goods  to  such  Associations.  Export 
j  licences,  for  which  application  should  be  made  to  the  Export 
Licence  Dejiartment  at  the  address  given  above,  are  required 
only  for  goods  on  lists  and  “B”  of  prohibited  exports. 
Imjxirt  licences  must  be  obtained  from  the  Department  of 
Import  Restrictions  for  goods  w  Inch  are  prohibited  to  be  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  Prohibition  of 
ImjKirt  Proclamations. 

V. - PoL.AND,  FlNI.tND,  EsTHONIA,  LeTTLAND.  LiTHUANU. 

So  far  as  British  rt'gulations  are  concerned,  there  are  no 
special  restrictions  on  trade  w  ith  these  countries,  but  as  in 
the  case  of  other  foreign  countries  export  licences  are 
required  for  goods  on  Lists  A  and  B  and  imjiort  licences  for 
goods  subject  to  the  Prohibition  of  Import  Proclamations. 

Further  information  regarding  the  export  of  goods  to  the 
above  and  other  countries  will  be  found  in  the  “List  of 
Export  Prohibited  Goods,”  which  is  published  forinightlv 
by  the  Ex|M)rt  Licence  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  1, 
Queen  Anne’s  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.  1.  In¬ 
formation  with  regard  to  import  licences  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Imtiort  Restrictions  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  22,  Carlisle  Place,  S.W.  1. 

Consulu)  Certificates  of  Origin  ami  Int>:n.'<t. — These 
certificates  are  no  longer  required  for  gcKids  imjiorted  into 
this  country. 

Dedarations  of  L'lttinute  Destination  and  Disclosure  of 
Xames  of  Consigm  cs.  These  dtclarations  will  no  longer  be 
required  to  be  made  in  respect  of  exjjorts  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  disclosure  of  the  name  of  the  consignee  on 
Bills  of  Lading  or  Shipping  Manifests  is  unnecessary,  except 
in  a  limiteil  number  of  cases  where  the  ExjHnt  Licence 
Dejiartment  may  continue  to  sjun  ify  on  an  exjMii  t  licence  the 
name  of  the  consignee. 

[Note. — The  raising  of  the  Blockade  does  not,  of  course, 
affect  (1)  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulation  41  D,  which 
prohibits  except  under  licence  from  the  Treasury  remittances 
out  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  making  cr 
subsciibing  to  any  loan  or  subscribing  to  any  issue  of  capital 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  ;  or  purcha.sing  any  stock,  share's, 
or  other  securities,  or  any  property  other  than  merchandise, 
if  the  securities  or  jirojierty  are  not  in  the  United  Kingdom; 
or  purchasing  any  foreign  currency  to  be  held  w  ith  a  view  to 
ajipreciation  in  value  or  as  an  investment;  (2)  the  Prohibi¬ 
tion  of  Import  Proclamation  No.  21  of  1917,  which  jirohibite 
the  imjKirtation  of  bonds,  debentures,  stock  or  share  certifi¬ 
cates,  scrip  and  other  documents  of  title  relating  to  any 
stocks,  shares,  or  other  securities,  with  tin*  excejition  of 
matured  bonds  redc'emable  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
coupons  falling  due  for  payment  in  the  United  Kingdom; 
or  (3)  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulation  30  F,  w  hich  prohibits 
inter  alia  the  purchase  or  sale  of  stock,  shares,  or  other 
securities  which  have  at  any  time  since  30th  Sejitember,  1914, 
been  in  jdiysical  j>os>>ession  outside  the  United  Kingdom.] 


RELAXATION  OF  EXPORT  PROHIBITIONS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  announce  that  the  follocving  relaxatimi 
of  the  existing  prohibitions  of  exjKirt  will  be  brought  into 
force  as  from  to-day. 

Further  relaxations  will  be  announced  in  subsequent 
issues  of  the  “.Journal.” 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  affected  and  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  nature  of  the  prohibition  apjdicable  to 
c'ach.  In  cxjilanaiion  of  the  changes  it  should  be  noted  that 
gcKids  on  I.ist  A  are  jirohibited  to  all  destinations,  goods  ou 
List  B  to  all  destinations  outside  the  British  Empire,  while, 
as  the  result  of  the  General  Licences  w  hich  have  been  issiu'd. 
goods  on  List  C  are  in  practice  prohibited  only  to  those 
enemy  countries  in  respect  of  which  no  licence  under  the 
trading  with  the  enemy  legislation  has  been  issued. 

[Note. — Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  view  of  the 
Proclamation  of  the  1st  October,  1918,  all  goods,  whether 
mentioned  by  name  or  not  (except  printed  matter,  accom¬ 
panied  jiersonal  effects  and  the  g<x>ds  on  the  Exjiort  Free 
liist  published  in  the  “.Journal”  of  the  2()th  March)  ar® 
deemed  to  be  included  in  List  C.] 
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OOTBRNMENT  NOTICES  AFFECTING  TRADE.  —continued. 


GOVERNMENT  NOTICES  AFFECTING  TRADE— conHnueJ 


headings  transferred  FROAl  ONE  LIST  TO 


ANOTHER. 

Heading.  From  To 

Cal  res’  stomachs  .  A  C 

Rennet  powder,  rennet  extract,  and  other 
preparations  of  rennet  .  A  C 


COAL  EXPORTS  TO  NEUTRAL  COUNTRIES. 

The  Board  of  Trade  announces  that  the  Regular  and 
Reliable  List  of  Coal  Importers  in  neutral  countries  is  no 
longer  in  force.  Applications  for  licences  to  export  to  firms 
or  per.sons  not  included  in  the  List  will  now  receive  con¬ 
sideration,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  available  supply  of 
coal. 


EXPORTS  TO  POLAND. 

The  Comptroller-General  of  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade  desires  to  announce  that  it  has  been  ascertained  from  ; 
a  semi-official  source  that  permission  is  not  required  from  the  | 
Polish  Government  for  the  import  of  the  following  goods.  i 

This  list  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  exhaustive,  and  it  is 
understood  that  it  is  more  likely  that  additions  to  it  will  be 
made  than  that  it  will  be  curtailed. 

1.  Technical  article.s:  Canvas  hose,  automatic  fire  t-x- 

tinguishers,  all  kinds  of  rubber  articles,  articles  made  of  | 
cork,  emery  and  carl)orundum  discs,  emery  and  gla.ss  paper,  j 
emery  and  carborundum  in  powder,  graphite  crucibles.  | 

laboratory  and  aimthecary  glass,  with  grounded-glass  ■ 

stoppers.  I 

2.  All  wound-dressing  articles.  ' 

3.  Office  articles:  Pencils,  tapes  for  writing  machines  and 
carbon  sheets,  wax  paper  for  copying,  new  writing,  copying, 
and  adding  machines. 

4.  Electrotechnical  articles  and  articles  for  electrical 
installations:  Electric  frying  pans,  electric  lanterns — except¬ 
ing  candelabrum,  lamps,  and  lamp  globes. 

5.  Photographic  articles:  Photographic  apparatus,  objec¬ 
tives,  parts  of  cameras,  negative  plates,  films,  developing 
paper  and  chemical  preparations,  photographic  paper. 

6.  Chemical  articles:  Printing  and  lithographic  dyes, 
aniline  d5es. 

7.  Instruments  of  precision:  Surgical,  orthopediral,  dental 
instruments  (excepting  furniture),  steel  and  nickel  watches, 
parts  of  works  of  watche.s  and  watchmakers’  tools,  optical 
instruments,  glasses,  optical  cases  and  frames,  meteorological 
instruments  and  appliances,  physical,  mathematical,  and 
drawing  instruments,  folding  and  rolling-up  measures  and 
various  standard  measures,  precision  scales  and  weights  for 
same. 

8.  Musical  instruments  (wind  and  string),  and  strings  for 
latter. 

9.  Raw  materials:  Ordinary  chalk  and  whiting,  kaolin, 
sand,  and  potash,  and  crystal  rock  for  huts,  and  borax,  raw 
celluloid. 

10.  Various  manufactured  metal  goods:  Iron  goods,  files, 

furniture  locks,  door  hxks  (Yale),  sickles  and  scythes,  hand 
anvils  for  sickle.s,  gimlets,  workshop  bench  tools  excepting  | 

hammers,  choppers,  axes,  pick  axes,  corkscrews,  hooks  and  , 

eyes  for  shoes,  eyes,  fasteners,  and  other  metal  parts  for 
saddlery,  hanging  hooks,  nails  for  upholstery  and  shoes, 
buckles,  safety  pins,  IukAs  and  eyes  for  clothes,  needles  and 
pins,  steel  parts  for  umbrellas,  cutlery. 

11.  Various  thermos  and  helios. 


EXPORT  OF  BRITISH  GROWN  WOOL. 

The  Board  of  Trade  (Export  Licence  Department) 
announces  that  applications  for  licences  to  export  British- 
grown  wool  to  all  approved  destinations  will  now  bo  con¬ 
sidered. 

In  this,  connection  the  attention  of  exporters  is  directed 
to  the  fact  that,  as  indicated  on  page  164  of  this  issue  of 
the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal,”  trade  is  now  permitted  with 
persons  or  firms  domiciled  in  certain  enemy  territory. 

•Applications  for  export  licences  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Export  Licence  Department),  1,  Queen  j 
Anne’s  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.  1. 


WOOL,  ETC.,  FOR  FRANCE  OR  ITALY. 

The  Board  of  T  rade  (Export  Licence  Department)  give 
•Xitice  that  exporters  desiring  to  send  Wool  and  Tops,  Noils, 
l^astes  or  Yarns  thereof  to  France  or  Italy  for  civil  con¬ 
sumption  in  those  countries,  should  andress  applications  for 
the  necessary  licences  to  that  Department  at  No.  1.  Queen 
•Anne’s  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.  1,  instead  of  to 
the  Clommission  Internationale  de  Ravitaillemcnt,  Kingsway 
House,  Kingsway,  W.C.  2,  as  heretofore. 


RE-EXPORT  OF  IMPORTED  ONIONS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  (Export  Licence  Department) 
announce  that  until  further  notice  licences  will  be  freely 
granted  for  the  re-export  of  imported  onions  to  all  destina¬ 
tions,  except  to  BoLhevik  Russia  and  the  unoccupied  portions 
of  Hungary. 


FOOD  SECTION. 


OUTPUT  OF  BF.F.It. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  War  Cabinet  the 
Food  Controller  has  revoked  the  Orders  restricting  the  out¬ 
put  of  beer.  The  average  original  gravity  of  all  beer 
brewed  by  a  brewer  in  any  quarter  has  been  raised  4  deg., 
and  must  not  now  exceed  in  Great  Britain  1044deg.,  and  in 
Ireland  10.51  deg. 


GENERAL  SECTION. 


THE  NON-FERROUS  METAL  INDUSTRY  ACT. 
Notice  is  hereby  given  in  accordance  with  Section  1,  Sub- 
Section  7,  of  the  Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry  Act,  1918, 
and  No  11  of  the  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders  No.  265  of 
1918,  Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry,  that  licences  under  ihe 
Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry  Act  have  been  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  undermentioned  companies  or 
individuals — 

Dillwyn  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cambrian  Place,  Swansea. 

Foster,  H.  G.,  2,  Carlton  Street,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester. 
Grove  Metal  Refining  AVo»'ks,  Ltd.,  The,  5,  Fen  Court,  Fen- 
church  Street,  E.C.  3. 

Phillips,  J.  and  S.,  19.5,  Fazeley  Street,  Birmingham. 
Rodger,  A.,  38,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Takata  and  Company,  57,  Bishopsgate,  Ixmdon,  E.C.  2. 


N.ATIONAL  INSURANCE  ACTS  :  UNEMPLOY¬ 
MENT  INSURANCE. 


DECISIONS  BY  THE  UMPIRE. 

Pursuant  to  paragraph  (5)  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
(Umpire)  Regulations,  the  Minister  of  Labour  hereby  gives 
Notice  of  the  following  decisions  by  the  Umpire  on  questions 
whether  contributions  are  payable:  — 

A.  The  Umpire  has  decided  that  contributions  are  payable 
in  respect  of: — 

2453X.  AVorkmen  engaged  in  making  metal  containers 
for  electric  flash  lamps. 

B.  The  Umpire  has  decided  that  contributions  are  not 
payable  in  respect  of:  — 

21.54.  Workmen  engaged  in  filling  and  completing  electric 
fla.sh  lamps. 

24.55.  AVorkmen  engaged  in  cutting  cork  by  machinery, 
unless  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  articles 
intended  for  use  in  war. 

[Note. — Decisions  in  which  the  Umpire  has  decided  that 
contributions  are  payable  under  the  National  Insurance 
(Part  II)  (Munition  AVorkers)  Aot,  1916,  are  indicated  by 
the  letter  X  at  the  end  of  the  number,  e.g.,  1-554X.  Con¬ 
tributions  under  these  decisions  are  payable  as  from  the  4th 
September,  1916. 

AVhere  no  reference  is  given  to  an  Application,  the  question 
has  been  decided  by  the  Umpire,  without  notice,  as  a  matter 
not  admitting  of  reasonable  doubt,  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  (2)  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance  (Umpire) 
Regulations. 

Decisions  relating  to  individual  workmen  which  raise  no 
question  of  general  interest,  or  which  merely  apply  a 
principle  laid  down  in  a  previous  decision,  are  not  published.] 
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Openings  for  British  Trade, 


[NOTICE  TO  MANUFACTUKEKS  AND  EXPORTERS. 

— British  firms  may  obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
persons  or  firms  referred  to  in  the  following  notices  of 
“Openings”  by  applying  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade,  and  quoting  the  specific  reference  number  and 
country. 

In  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  in  regard  to  restrictions  on  ' 
trading,  reference  should  be  made  personally  or  by  letter 
to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  {Development  and 
Intelligence),  4,  i^ueen  .l/i/ie’s  Gate  Buildings,  London, 
S.W.  1. 

Replies  must  beje  nt  to  the  Department,  and  not  to  it 
Overseas  Officers,  except  where  otherwise  stated. 


BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

ENOUIRIES  at  office  of  high  COMMISSIONER 
FOR  AUSTRALIA. 

The  following  enquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
High  Commissioner  for  Australia,  Australia  House,  Strand, 
Ix)iidon  W.C.2,  whence  further  information  may  be  obtained:  — 

MOTOR  ACCE.SSORIES  AND  GENERAL  HARDWARE.— 
A  member  of  the  Australian  Imperial  Force  returning  to  Australia 
in  October,  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  the 
machinerv  trade,  desires  to  get  into  touch  with  t  niU-d  Kingdom 
manufacturers  of  motor  accessories  and  general  hardware,  with 
a  view  to  representing  them  in  Australia.  Reference  No.  199  3  "S.) 

HARDWARE  AND  GENERAL  MACHINERY.—  A  member 
of  the  Australian  Imperial  Force,  returning  to  Australia  towards 
the  end  of  this  year,  desires  to  get  into  touch  with  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  hardware  and  general  machinery, 
with  a  view  to  representing  them  in  Australia.  The  enquirer 
has  had  considerabk  experience  in  machinery  sales  and  would 
be  prepared  to  undergo  a  further  course  of  training  before  going 
out,  with  any  firm  engaging  his  services.  (Reference  No.  8  2/25.) 

[Note.  Replies  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  Official  Secretary, 
Commonwealth  of  Australia,  Commercial  Information  liureau,  at 
the  above  addre.ss.  quoting  the  reference  number.] 

ENQUIRY  AT  OFFICE  OF  AGENT  GENERAL  FOR 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

LE.\THER  GOODS.  FANCY  GOODS.  TOYS.  ETC.— An 
Australian  merchant  desires  to  communicate  with  United 
Kingdom  firms  desirous  of  exporting  the  following  goods  to 
Australia: — Tveather  goods,  fancy  goods,  dolls,  mechanical 
toys,  etc. 

Communications  in  this  connection  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Office  of  the  Trade  Commissioner  for  New  South  Wales, 
Australia  House,  Strand,  Ix)ndon,  W.C.2. 


BRITISH  INDIA  AND  THE  FAR  EAST. 

TRAVELLING  REPRESENTATIVE;  SERVICES  OF¬ 
FERED. — -V  Ixjndon  merchant  firm,  who  have  a  representative 
now  travelling  in  India  and  the  Far  East,  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  who  wis.u  to  introduce  their 
goods  to  buyers  in  these  markets.  The  firm  would  be  pleased 
to  arrange  for  their  representative  to  carry  samples  of  any  line 
of  goods  u'ifh  the  exception  of  Manchester  piece-goods.  (Reference 
No^  268ii.) 


CANADA. 

KITCHEN  WARES,  TINNERS’  TRIMMINGS  AND  SUP- 
I'LIES. — 11. M.  Trade  Commissioner  at  Toronto  reports  that  a 

i.'ompany  at  London  (Ontario),  manufacturing  stoves,  furnaces 
and  enamelled  ware,  will  be  glad  to  receive  quotations  from 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  the  following  lines: — House¬ 
hold  appliances,  particularly  for  the  kitchen,  such  as  food 
choppers,  mincing  knives,  range  boilers,  open  water  tanks,  sad 
irons,  cutlery,  oilers,  lamps  and  lanterns  of  all  kinds,  sinks, 
pumps,  churns,  wringers,  washers,  etc.,  and  all  kindred  lines; 
teapot  and  kettle  spouts;  black  for  enamelling;  galvanised  iron; 
sheet  copper,  brass  and  zinc,  tin  plates,  black  plates  including 
enamelling  steel,  etc. :  ceramic  chemicals,  tin  oxide,  copper 
tubing  coils  for  water  heaters,  stove  thermometers  (first  class) ; 
porcelain  for  electric  heating  elements :  clay  for  vitreous 
enamelling,  which  must  be  fairly  free  of  iron ;  electric  3-heat 
sw'itches  for  stoves;  and  stove  trimmings,  such  as  malleable 
shakers  and  pokers,  stove  lifters,  special  stampings,  etc.  An 
illustrated  catalogue  showing  lines  required  is  available  at  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade.  (Reference  No.  269.)  i 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 

OAN.ADIAN  TRADE  POMMISSIONERS  ENQUIRIES. 

The  following  enquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Canadian 
Government  Trade  Commissioner’s  Office,  Portland  House,  73, 
Ba.singhall  Street,  London,  E.C.2,  whence  further  information 
may  be  obtained  :  — 

FOOD  PRODUCTS. — firm  of  sales  agents  and  general 
distributors  in  Toronto  are  desirous  of  securing  the  representa¬ 
tion,  upon  a  commission  basis,  of  U’nited  Kingdom  manufacturers 
of  food  products  of  practically  every  description. 

MARKET  SOUGHT  FOR  TIMBER.  SALMON.  CANNED  ; 
MILK,  ETC. — An  old-establi.shed  British  Columbia  firm,  ex-  J 
perienced  in  export  trade,  w'ould  be  glad  to  get  into  touch  with 
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Uiiiied  Kingdom  firms  wishing  to  purchase  timber,  salmon, 
camied  milk,  and  other  British  Columbia  products. 


NEW  ZEALAND. 

LE.ATMETl  tiOt.IDS,  HARDWARE,  ETC. — An  old-established 
firm  of  maiiulacturei'.s  and  manufacturers'  ageius  in  New  Zealand, 
whose  representative  is  at  present  in  tiiis  country,  and  who  claim 
to  liave  an  organis;ition  covering  the  whole  Dominion,  desire 
to  secure  additional  agencie.s  for  United  Kingdom  manufacturer* 
of  leather  and  haiilware  g<K)ds.  bag-makers'  accessories,  paper 
and  s,initarv  ware.  Reiereuce  No.  ^0.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Oversea* 
Trade. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 

GENFJtATlNG  SET,  LOCOMOTIVE  AND  CYLINDERS.- 
H.M.  Senior  Trade  Commissioner  in  South  Africa  rejrorts  that 
the  following  articles  are  required  by  a  firm  in  Durban 
A  110  volt  direct  current  generating  set,  about  70  kilowatts  or 
upwards ;  a  locomotive,  2  ft.  gauge,  from  8  to  15  tons  when 
loaded,  fixed  wheel  base  not  to  exceed  4  ft.  ;  and  cylinder*. 
Quotations  should  be  sent  c.i.f.  Durban,  either  direct  to  the 
firm,  or  through  their  United  Kingdom  representatives  in 
Durban.  (Reference  No.  271.) 

.MINING  CHEMICALS,  RUBBER  GOODS,  DYES,  ETC.-A 
(hemist  and  manufacturers’  agent  in  Johannesburg  desire.s  to  "et 
into  touch  with  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  miiimg 
chemicals,  rubber  gm.ds,  dyes,  celluloid  goods,  bottles  (chemist*’ 
and  ordinary),  paints,  brushes,  etc.,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
agencies  in  .'Jouth  Africa.  The  applicant  is  at  present  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  is  oi>en  to  interviews.  (Reference  No 
272.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Oversea* 
Trade. 

TENDERS  INVITED. 

TRAM  CAR  BOGIE  TRUCK.— H.M.  Senior  Trade  Commi*. 
sioner  in  South  Africa  has  forwarded  copies  of  the  specification, 
conditions  of  contract,  surety  bond,  tencier  form  and  blue  print 
in  connection  with  a  call  for  tenders  by  the  Johannesburg 
Municipal  Council,  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of  26  bogie 
trucLs,  including  electrical  equipment.  (Specification  No.  113) 

Sealed  tenders,  on  the  proper  form,  will  be  received  by  the 
Town  Clerk.  Municipal  Offices,  Johannesburg,  up  to  noon  on 
3rd  September  The  names  of  the  sureties  proposed  by  the 
tenderer  must  be  submitted  with  the  tender. 

The  above-m^entioned  conies  of  the  specification,  etc.,  may  be 
consulted  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  tram  cars  at  the 
Enquiry  Office  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  73,  Basine- 
hall  Street,  London,  E.C.2. 

It  will  be  ob.served  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tender*  is 
limited,  and  this  intimation  will  therefore  be  of  use  only  to  firms 
having  agent.*  in  South  Africa  who  can  be  instructed  by  cable. 


BRITISH  MALAYA,  NETHERLAND  EAST 
INDIES. 

IRON  AND  STEEL  PRODUCTS.  ALSO  TOILET  AND 
PHAR.MACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS.— An  English  agent 
at  Weltevreden,  Java,  claiming  to  have  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  Malay  language  and  oi  the  European  and  native  market* 
in  the  Malay  States  and  NetherlanJ  East  Indies  desires  to 
-secure  the  repre.«cntation  of  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of 
steel  rails,  iron  pipe.*,  galvanised  iron,  sheet  iron,  pig  iron,  and 
also  of  toilet  articles  and  pharm<aceutical  preparations.  (Refer¬ 
ence  No.  272a.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade.  , 


EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 

SUITINGS.  DRESS  MATERIALS.— An  enquirer  in  Brussels, 
with  a  sound  knowledge  of  the  textile  trade,  de.*ires  to  represent 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  suitings  and  dress  material*. 
(Reference  No.  273.) 

HOSIERY,.  KNITTING  WOOL,  HANDKERCHIEFS, 
ETC. — .\n  agent  in  Brus.sels  desires  to  represent  United  Kingdom 
manufacturers  of  hosiery,  knitting  wool,  red  handkerchiefs,  atid 
specialities  for  sale  to  whole.sale,  semi-wholesale  and  retail  bouse*. 
The  enquirer  claims  to  have  extensive  connections,  and  wonld 
establi.sh  depot  if  desired.  (Reference  No.  274.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Oversea* 
Trade. 

BUTTERS  AND  AGENCIES  FOR  UNITED  KINGDOM 
GOODS. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Antwerp  ha.s  forwarded  a  supplement¬ 
ary  list  of  Belgian  firms  (buvers  and  agents)  de.siring  to  establi*b 
busineAs  relations  with  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  the 
following  goods  : — 

Goods  Reqotred. 

1.  Cigarettes. 

2.  Furniture,  linoleum,  floor  cloth,  wallpaper,  ticking  and  wool 
for  upholstering. 

3.  Stout  and  ale,  port  wine. 

4.  Paint  and  varnish,  oils. 
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OPENIMCS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE— conHnued. 


5.  Polishing  and  gi’inding  machii.eiy. 

6.  .Machine  tool^. 

7.  Electrical  materials  of  all  kinds. 

8.  .Margarine. 

9.  Silk  (Less  goods,  linings,  cottons  and  woohens,  damask, 
trimmings. 

10.  Groceries,  provisions. 

11.  Bacon  and  ham. 

.Vgen'ciks  Desirid. 

12.  Bicycles  and  acces-ories. 

13.  General  gcMjds,  oil,  raw  materials. 

14.  Building  material,  cement  and  plaster. 

15.  Perfumery,  soap,  brushes,  and  all  toilet  requisites. 

16.  Raw  coffee.  .  . 

17.  Foodstuffs,  industrial  products,  brewers’  requn-ites. 

18.  Foodstuffs,  groceries,  Canadian  produce. 

19.  Motor  cars,  motor  lorries,  motor  cycles. 

20.  Motor  cars,  motor  cycles,  acccs.'0’ ies. 

21.  Gils  and  grea.«es,  tools  and  macliine  tools. 

22.  Chemicals,  general  goods. 

23.  Groceries,  margarine. 

24.  General  good.^,  foodstuffs,  cigarettes,  motor  cycles. 

25.  Geneial  gCKjds.  . 

Communications  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  enqunies 

should  be  addressed  to  the  Belgian  Trade  and  Reconstruction 
Section  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  Regent  House, 
Kingswa\,  lamdon,  W.C.2.  (Reference  Xo.  4017  T.  and  R.) 


BULGARIA. 

.MACHINERY.  AGRICULTURAL  GOODS,  HARDWARE, 
g'PQ. _ \  Bulgaiian  agency  desires  to  represent  United  King¬ 

dom  manufacturers  of  macliinery  of  i^ll  kinds,  agricultural  goods, 
hardware,  cotton,  and  woollen  goods.  Colonial  produce,  and 
ihemicals.  (Reference  No.  275.) 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING  MACHINERY,  ETC.  (CATA¬ 
LOGUES,  ETC.,  WANTED).— A  Bulgaiian  merchant  is 
desirous  of  obtaining  catalogues  and  quotations  for  printing  and 
bindinc  machinery,  also  stationery,  etc.  (Reference  No.  276.) 

MARKET  SOUGHT  FOR  SHEEP  AND  LAMB  SKINS.— 
\  Bulgarian  merchant  desires  to  get  into  touch  with^  United 
Kingdom  importers  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins.  (Reference  No.  277.) 

COTTON  AND  WOOLLEN  GOODS.  METALS  AND 
M.\CHINERY. — A  Bulgarian  merchant,  established  in  ^fia,  and 
stated  to  be  enterprising  and  enjoying  considerable  credit,  desires 
to  represent  British  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  and 
woollen  goods,  metals  and  machinery.  (Reference  No.  278.) 

tDTTON  TEXTILES,  ETC. ;  GUNNY  BAGS.— An  enquirer 
desires  to  represent  United  Kingdom  firms  for  the  sale  of  cotton 
textiles  and  cotton  thread.  He  also  invites  immediate  offers  of 
30  000  gunnv  bags.#  References,  etc.,  furnished.  (Reference 
No.  279.) 

The  following  enquiries  for  United  Kingdom  sources  of  supply 
from  firms  in  Philippopolis  have  been  forwarded  by  the  British 
Mission  at  Sofiii : — 

.M.WHINERY,  OILS,  PERFUMES,  WRAPPING  PAPER, 
etc. — A  firm  of  soap  and  perfumery  manufacturers  require 
machinery  for  the  extraction  of  glycerine,  various  essential  and 
other  oiis  for  soap  making,  perfumes,  wrapping  paper,  and 
abels  for  soap  and  perfumes,  bottles  and  jars  for  perfumes 
ind  pomades,  and  caustic  soda.  (Reference  No.  280.) 

MATERIALS  FOR  HAT-MAKING,  TEXTILES,  IRON¬ 
MONGERY,  ETC. — A  commission  and  general  agent,  who 
owns  a  straw  and  felt  hat  factory,  requires  materials 
of  all  sorts  for  the  manufacture  of  straw  and  felt  hats,  such  as 
Chine.«e,  Japanese,  and  other  straws  (Luton)  ;  thread ;  crystal 
gelatine,  and  glue  (Wigan),  shellac,  varnish,  etc.,  ribbons, 
imitation  leather,  etc.;  wool  and  hair  for  felt  hat-making; 
hydraulic  pre6.«es,  indiarubber  forms  and  other  accessories  for 
hat-making. 

The  enquirer  also  desires  to  represent  United  Kingdom  ex¬ 
porters  of  textiles,  cotton  thread,  ironmongery,  tin  ware,  tin 
plates,  iron  wire,  iron  nails,  and  toilet  soap.  (Reference  No. 
281.) 

(X)PPER  SHEETS,  COPPER  BOTTOMS.— A  dealer  in  copper 
r^uires  copper  sheets  of  various  siz.e.s,  and  copper  bottoms  of  all 
siw  from  7  to  24  (rising  by  half  inches),  and  from  25  to  50 
(rising  bv  inches).  (Reference  No.  282.) 

S0.4P-MAKING  MACHINERY  AND  MATERIALS,  ETC.— A 
firm  of  soap  and  perfumery  manufacturers  require  one  10-h.p. 
motor  and  various  soap-making  machinery,  caustic  soda,  glycerine, 
vaseline,  castor  oil,  palm  oil,  and  other  soap-makers’  materials, 
aad  wooden  and  cardboard  boxes.  (Reference  No.  283.) 

FARMERS’  REQUIREMENTS.— A  limited  liability  com¬ 
pany.  dealing  in  agricultural  produce,  machinery,  chemical 
fertilisens,  and  all  farmers'  requirements,  requires  agricultural 
machinery,  instruments,  and  tools:  portable  motors  (5i-h.p.), 
pumps ;  machine  oils ;  leather  and  balata  belting ;  spraying 
machines ;  cotton,  cloth  and  thread,  watei’proof  sheeting,  etc.  ; 
non,  iron  wire,  and  iron  nails;  sacks,  manila  cord,  sulphur  and 
sulphate  of  copper.  (Reference  No.  284.) 

MATERIALS,  MACHINERY,  ETC.,  FOR  SOAP-MAKING. 
—The  owner  of  a  soap  and  perfumery  factory  requires  the  follow- 
mg  lines  : — Palm,  coco,  and  castor  oil,  cottonseed  oil.  tollow, 
caustic  soda,  stearine,  glycerine,  paper  and  labels,  bottles  for 
^fumes,  and  m,achinery  for  higher  quality  soap.  (Reference  No>. 

SHIPS’  STORES. — A  Belgian  company  at  Rustchuk  (head 
^ce  in  Brussels)  who  owm  a  sugar  factory  and  refinery,  would 
glad  to  receive  price  lists  and  offers  from  United  Kingdom 


firms  in  a  position  to  supply  a  certain  quantity  of  the  following, 
articles,  which  they  require  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  their 
fleet  of  tugs,  lighters,  and  boats  to  their  pre-war  condition :  — 
Hemp  cables  and  cordage,  steel  cables,  capstans  and  pulleys^ 
sail-cloth,  linoleums,  tarpaulins,  end  waterproof  sheeting,  deck- 
brushes  and  paint  brushes,  linseed  oil,  paints,  porthole  glasses, 
iron  anchors,  chains,  rivets,  etc.  :  larpenters  and  locksmiths’ 
tools,  etc.  (Reference  No.  286.) 


FRANCE. 

H.M.  Consul-General  in  Paris  reports  the  receipt  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  enquiry  : — 

leathers. — A  Paris  firm  desires  to  secure  agencies  for 
United  Kingdom  firms  in  France  for  the  sale  of  calf,  box-calf,  and 
kid  leathers  throughout  France.  (Reference  No.  287.) 

INDLSTRIAL  ARTICLES.  ETC. — An  agent  at  Beauvois-en- 
CambiesLs,  who  is  establishing  a  commission  and  exporting 
house  in  the  North  of  France  for  tlie  purchase  and  s^e  of  all 
indiu-^trial  articles,  including  engines,  textile  materuiLs,  novelties, 
leather  gooiLs,  motor  cars,  alimentary  articles,  oils,  essences,  etc., 
wishes  to  obtain  agencies  for  these  lines  for  United  Kingdom 
manufacturers  not  yet  represented  in  France.  iReierence  No. 
288.) 

CHEMICAl^S,  COLOURS  AND  OILS. — An  agent  in  Mulhouse 
desires  to  obtain  agencies,  for  France,  for  United  Kingdom 
manufacturing  exporters  of  chemicals,  aniline  colours  and  aniline 
oil.  (Reference  No.  289.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


GERMANY  (Occupied  Territory). 

TEXTILES,  ETC. — An  enquirer  in  Cologne,  with  an  acquaint¬ 
anceship  of  the  cotton  and  woollen  export  trade  acquired  during 
25  years’  residence  in  England,  wishes  to  represent  United 
Kingdom  firms  of  good  standing  in  the  Rhine  Provinces  and 
Westphalia,  in  all  classes  of  goods.  (Reference  No.  290.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


ITALY. 

ELECTRICAL  MATERIALS,  CHEMICALS,  AND  TEX- 
TILES.— A  commission  agent  in  Milan  desires  to  represent 
t  nited  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  electrical  material,  chemicals, 
and  te.xtiles,  on  a  commission  basis.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
French  or  English.  (Reference  No.  291.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


NETHERLANDS. 

CUTLERY. — An  agent  in  Rotterdam  desires  to  get  into  com¬ 
munication  with  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  cutlery,  with 
a  view  to  securing  their  sole  .agency  for  the  whole  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  (Reference  No.  292.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


NORWAY. 

HYDRAULIC  FITTINGS,  C.I.  PIPES,  TOOLS,  ETC.— 

A  Norwegian  company  (with  British  managing  director),  employ¬ 
ing  qualified  civil  and  mechanical  engineers,  desires  to  represent 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers.  The  lines  in  which  the  firm 
.are  p.articul.arly  interested  are  : — Hydraulic  fittings  (heavy  and 
light),  C.I.  pipes,  etc.,  tools,  electrical  goods,  and  raw  material 
for  engineering  purposes.  The  director  will  be  in  London  until 
September.  (Reference  No.  293.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


ROUMANIA. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES,  MOTOR  CAR  TYRES,  HOSIERY. 
ETC. — A  Roumanian  firm  of  agents,  with  important  United' 
Kingdom  references,  desire  to  represent  United  Kingdom  manu¬ 
facturers  of  high-class  ladies’  and  gentlemen’s  boots  and  shoes, 
goloshes,  snow  boots,  motor  car  tyres,  hosiery  and  underwear. 
(Reference  No.  294.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


SPAIN. 

BELTINGS  AND  ACCESSORIES.— H.M.  Consul  General, 
Barcelona,  reports  that  a  Spanish  firm  in  that  city  desire  to 
represent  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  beltings,  especially 
textile,  and  accessories  for  same.  (Reference  No.  295.) 

JT  TE  CARPEITS  AND  RUGS. — A  British  firm  in  Barcelona, 
who  already  represent  several  British  manufacturers  of  furnishing 
fabrics,  desire  to  secure  the  agency  of  .a  United  Kingdom  manu¬ 
facturer  of  jute  carpets  and  rugs.  The  firm  state  that  prior 
to  the  war  a  very  big  trade  was  done  in  the  Peninsula  by  German 
manufacturers  of  jute  carpets  and  rugs,  and  that  as  every  firm 
of  any  importance  dealing  in  these  articles  is  already  on  their 
books  .as  a  customer,  it'  will  be  a  simple  matter  for  them  to 
immediately  introduce  such  goods  to  the  whole  of  their  clientele. 
(Reference  No.  296.) 
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SWITZERLAND. 

MACHINKHY,  ETC. — An  agent  at  Zurich,  with  good  connec¬ 
tions  in  the  engineering  trade,  desireis  to  obtain  agencie.s  for 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  machinery  of  all  kinds.  (Refer¬ 
ence  No.  297.) 

ALIMENTARY  PRODUCTS.  TEA.  COFFEE,  SPUES, 
ETC.— An  agent  in  Geneva,  claiming  to  have  e.xtensive  con¬ 
nections  in  Switzerland,  wishes  to  secure  agencies,  for  that 
country,  for  United  Kingdom  exporters  of  all  sorts  of  tinned 
foodstuffs,  tea,  coffee,  spices,  edible  oils,  lard  and  starch.  The 
applicant  would  be  prepared  to  travel  to  I^ondon  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements.  (Reference  Xo.  298.) 

Replies  should  l)e  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


SWITZERLAND.  FRANCE. 

COTTON  YARN.  PIECE  OOODS,  CHEMICALS,  FOOD 
STUFFS. — A  tirm  in  Hale  wish  to  secure  agencies,  for  Switzer¬ 
land  and  Alsace,  for  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  cotton 
yarn,  cotton  piece-goods,  sewing  silks,  also  of  chemica's  and  food¬ 
stuffs.  speciality  is  made  of  effective  advertising.  (Reference 
No.  299.) 

Replies  should  l)e  addre.ssed  to  the  Depaitment  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


Commercial  Returns. 


CORN  PRICES. 

Statement  sliowing  the  average  price  of  British  Corn,  per 
quarter  of  8  bushel  Imperial  Measure,*  as  received  from 
the  Inspectors  of  Corn  Returns  in  the  week  ended  26th 
July,  1919,  and  corresponding  weeks  of  the  seven  previous 
years,  pursuant  to  the  Corn  Returns  Act,  1882. 


--\verage  1‘rice. 

Wheat. 

Bath  y 

Oats. 

Weekended  26. h  July,  lOl'.l 

s.  d. 

73  4 

s.  d. 

63  4 

8.  d. 

4S  11 

Corre.sponding  wet  k  in — 

1912  .. 

38  4 

28  6 

22  2 

1913 . 

34  1 

24  5 

20  3 

1914 . 

34  2 

2.-.  !• 

19  s 

1915 . . 

5.> 

3;  1 

31  1 

1916  ..  ..  _ 

5?  :> 

47  2 

32  5 

1917 

7s 

•  5  7 

55  2 

1918 . . 

74  3 

.56  11 

46  2 

AFRICA. 


MOROCCO. 

PROVISIONS,  CX’TLERY'.  SOAP,  TEXTILES.— A  young 
Frenchman,  residing  in  Mequinez,  Morocco,  desires  to  represent 
British  manufacturers  or  exporters,  of  the  following  goods: 
Tinned  provisions,  jams,  marmalades,  cutlery,  hardware,  toilet 
soaps,  Irish  linen,  cotton  khaki,  suitings,  horn  combs  and 
laces.  (Reference  No.  300.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


TRIPOLI. 

DYES,  P1ECE-G(K)DS,  TE.\,  DRUGS.  ETC.— An  agent  in 
Tripoli  desires  to  represent  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of 
pigments  and  aniline  dyes,  woollen  and  worsted  piece-goods,  tea, 
drugs,  etc.  (Reference  No.  301.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  tho  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


ASIA. 


TEXTILES.  CHEMICALS.  DRUGS,  MACHINERY.  ETC.— 

A  Japanese  export  house,  with  offices  in  London,  desires  to  | 

communicate  with  suppliers  of  cotton  underwear,  piece-goods.  | 

towels,  blankets,  sheets,  bath  mats,  flannelettes,  wool  and  i 

woollen  clothes  and  yarns,  chemicals,  drugs,  glue  and  gelatine,  | 

dyes  and  dyestuffs,  paper  and  pulp,  guns  and  explosives,  rubber, 
asbestos,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  tin  plates,  tool  steel,  steel  ! 
car  tvres,  wheels  and  wagons,  and  mathirierv.  (Reference  No.  j 
302.)'  *  I 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas  ; 
Trade.  I 


PERSIA. 

TEXTII.ES. — II. M.  Vice-Consul  at  Hamndan  reports  that  a  ! 
firm  of  whole.sale  dealers  in  general  goods  (principally  cloth)  in  1 

that  town,  wish  to  get  into  touch  with  United  Kingdom  manu-  j 

facturers  of  cotton,  woollen  and  linen  goods,  suitings,  dress  | 
goods,  hosiery,  and  embroidery,  wi£h  a  view  to  purchase_,  first  j 
on  their  own  account,  and  to  extend  their  business  by  selling  on 
commission  according  to  demand  for  goods  when  they  arrive.  | 
The  firm  would  require  samples  first.  (Reference  No.  303.)  j 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas  i 
Trade. 


LATIN  A/VIERICA. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

YARNS,  DYES-—  HM.  Consul  General  at  Buenos  Aires  reports 
that  a  commi'sion  agent  in  that  city,  who  already  represents  three 
United  Kingdom  firms  for  the  sale  of  variou.s  cfasscs  of  goods,  is 
desirous  of  representing  other  United  Kingdom  firms  for  the  sale 
of  cotton  and  woollen  yarn  for  hosiery,  shoddy  yarns,  and  aniline 
dyes.  (Reference  No.  304.) 


•Section  8  of  the  Corn  Returns  .\ct.  1882,  provides  that 
where  returns  of  purchases  of  British  Corn  are  made  to  the 
local  Inspector  of  Corn  Returns  in  any  other  measure  than 
the  Imperial  bushel  or  by  weight  or  by  a  weighed  measure, 
that  officer  shall  convert  such  returns  into  the  Imperial 
bushel,  ancl  in  the  ca.se  of  weight  or  weighed  measure  the 
conversion  is  to  be  made  at  the  rate  of  sixty  Imperial  pounds 
for  every  bushel  of  wheat,  fifty  Imperiarpounds  for  evoTT 
bushel  of  barley,  and  thirty-nine  Imperial  pounds  for  everv 
bushel  of  oats. 


COTTON  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 


Return  of  the  Number  of  Bales  of  Cotton  Imported  and 
Exported  at  the  Various  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  week  and  30  weeks  ended  24th  July,  1919:  — 


— 

Week 
ended 
24th  .July, 
1919.' 

30  Weeks 
(•tided 
24th  July, 
1919.* 

Week 
did  d 
24th  July, 
1919. 

r  0  IVeeks 
endt  d 
24th  July, 
1919. 

Imports. 

^  Exports. 

.\n\eriean  . 

Brazilian  _ 

Ea.st  Indian  . . 

Egyptian  .. 

Miscellaneou.s . . 

Bales. 

47.5:3 

1,495 

5  585 
97* 

Bales. 

1,525,032 

1 1 ,5  16 
Cii,821 
25  "1.854 
127,7:4t 

Bales. 

5  .70 1 

2,111 

1 1,24  6 

Bales. 

16,140 

j9,4f8 

41,258 

1,254 

Total 

54,7:0 

1  989,967 

lSS23 

78.080 

•Including  30  hales  British  West  Indian,  14  bales  British 
East  African,  and  2  bales  Foreign  East  African. 

flncluding  6,617  bales  British  West  Indian,  6,841  bales 
British  West  African,  10,585  bales  British  East  African,  and 
4,928  bales  Foreign  East  African. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Colonial  and  Foreign  Publica¬ 
tions  on  Trade  .and  other  subjects,  recently  received  and 
filed  for  reference  at  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade 
(Development  and  Intelligence):  — 

British  India: 

Department  of  Statistics  India : 

\Vhole.-:ale  .and  Rct.iil  Price.-.  Returns.  Wheat  Prices.  Return*, 
191S-19U*.  Iini«>rts  into  Chief  Pirrts.  March,  1919. 

Afrricultural  Research  Institute,  Pusa  :  Progress  of  the  Sugar  Cane 
In-ilustry  in  India  during  1910  and  1917. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia: 

.Science  and  Industr.v.  Vol  I.  Xo.  1.  May,  1919. 

Canada : 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Fore.-try  Branch:  I'tliisatii'rti  cf  V.'ssW 
Sulphite  Lifjuor.  Bulletin  Xo.  C9. 

Union  of  South  Africa: 

South  .-Vlncan  Railways  and  IlarlnMir  :  Estim.ites.  of  Exi>enditure  for  tn* 
Financial  Year,  1919-!0.  Second  Supjilemcntary  Kstinwtcs  of  Exi>en<li- 
ture  for  ditto,  1919  20. 


BRAZIL. 

GOODS  SUITABLE  FOR  THE  BRAZILIAN  MARKET.— 
A  Brazilian  firm,  estah’isheJ  in  Pernambuco  as  eirporters  of 
native  nroduce,  are  desirous  of  obtaining  exclusive  agencies  for 
the  importation  of  any  British  manufactured  goods  suitable  for 
that  market.  (Rttferenoe  No.  305.) 

Renlies  should  lie  addre.ssed  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade. 


Aden : 

Tra<k-  and  Xavigation  of  .\den  Report  for  the  year  1917-18. 

Federated  Malay  States: 

Inifiorts  into  ttic  I  t-t  rai  d  M.iljy  State*.  Return,  January  .March,  l»i». 

United  States: 

Department  of  Comnscrce: 

Construction  .Materials  am!  Machinery  in  Chili,  Peru  and  Ecuaoor, 
.Special  Agents’  Seriefl,  Xo.  175. 


f 


